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PREFAC  E. 


X  DO  not  here  prefent  the  public  with  a 
complete  hiftory  of  the  French  incurfion  into 
Franconia  ;  but  fupply  the  future  hiftorian  of 
that  memorable  event  with  a  few  fadls^  and 
incidents,  of  which  I  was  an  eye  witnefs, 
collected  within  the  diftri£t  in  which  1  re- 
fide. 

Every  circumftance  here  related  is  genuine* 
I  endeavoured  to  be  an  attentive  obferver,  to 
colledt  with  fidelity,  and  to  delineate  without 
prejudice. 

Should  any  artift  exclaim,  "  What  abun- 
dance of  {hade!''  I  can  only  fay  that,  if  it 
obfcures  the  picture,  the  fault  is  not  mine. 

I  love  light  more  than  darknefs  ;  and  it 
gives  me  pleafure  to  think,  that  in  this  difmai 
night-piece  I  have  introduced  a  few  fcattertd 
rays,  which  cannot  fail  to  attraft  the  notice  of 
every  friend  to  beauty  and  virtue. 

So  certain  is  that  truth  of  the  immortal 
Lefling,  "  No — There  are  no  people  in  the 
41  world  totally  void  of  humanity ." 

A* 


ANECDOTES,  &c. 


in  fh [inmt»  'j  J  »>■■.;—-.--  -Br* 


X  HE  favourite  plan  of  the  French  has  at 
length  been  in  part  crowned  with  fuccefs ! 
What  Pichegru,  though  a  brave  commander, 
would  not  attempt — to  put  an  end  to  the  war 
before  the  gates  of  Vienna — has  been  attempt- 
ed by  Jourdan,  Moreau  and  Buonaparte.  A 
great  undertaking,  to  inundate  Germanv  with 
republican  troops,  at  a  time  when  Ehren- 
bieitftein,  Mentz,  Konigftein,  Manheim,  Phil- 
lipfburg  and  Mantua  were  not  yet  taken  ;  and 
to  maintain,  without  the  affiftance  of  maga- 
zines, three  ftrong  armies,  which  were  obli- 
ged to  druggie  with  the  want  of  every  necef- 
fary  and  convenience,  while  purfuing  the  ar- 
my of  the  enemy,  as  much  diftinguifhed  by- 
courage  as  by  difcipline  !  The  garrilbns  in  the 
above  fortreffes  amounted  at  lead  to  45,000 
men,  and  thefe  were  alfo  to  be  kept  in  awe, 
unlefs  they  wiftied  to  expofe  themlelves  be- 
tween two  fires.  For  this  reafon,  officers  well 
verfed  in  military  affairs  bated  a  hundred  to 
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one  that  the  French  would  not  be  able  to  pe- 
netrate far  into  the  country. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  gigantic 
plan,  Buonaparte  was  to  penetrate  through 
Tyrol,  Moreau  through  Suabia,  and  Jour- 
dan  through  Franconia,  until  the  three  ar- 
mies fhould  form  a  jun&ion  ;  and,  when  thus 
united,  they  were  to  proceed  diredUy  to  Vi- 
enna. Every  difficulty  was  removed  by  the 
abfolure  command  of  the  generals,  Sic  volo, 
Jtcjubeo* — and  the  republicans  put  themfelves 
in  motion.  The  Auftrian  army,  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  ad  on  the  defenfive,  retreated  with 
fo  much  precipitation,  as  afforded  a  favoura- 
ble omen  to  the  advancing  enemy.  The  want 
of  neceffaries  was  to  be  fupplied,  they  hoped, 
by  a  land  which  flowed  with  milk  and  honey; 
and  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  this  Canaan 
were  prevented  by  proclamations  from  purfu- 
ing  thofe  meafures  which  were  neceflary  for 
the  proteftion  of  their  property.  Thefe  pro- 
clamations were  intended  to  infpire  both  par* 
ties  with  confidence;  and  the  commanders  in 
chief  gained  their  ends.  The  French  foldiers 
remained  with  their  colours,  and  the  deluded 
farmers  by  their  flocks. 

Jourdan,  commander  of  the  army  of  the 

Sambre  and  the  Meufe,  who,  as  their  chief, 

has  left  in  Franconia  a  lading  remembrance 

of  his  name,  iffued  the  following  proclama- 

*  It  flail  and  muft  be  fo. 

tion 
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tion  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhine : 

€%  The  general  in  chief  of  the  French  army 
of  the  Sambre  and  the  Mtufe  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

"  The  numerous  viSories  of  the  army  of 
the  French  republic;  the  cry  of  a  people  ex- 
haufted  by  a  war  which  carries  with  it  nothing 
but  ruin  and  deftru&ion ;  the  affecting  voice 
of  humanity,  which  inceffantly  repeats  that  it 
is  time  to  check  thofe  ftreams  of  blood  which 
inundate  your  fields,  though  all  united,  can* 
not  move  the  hard  and  ftony  hearts  of  your 
fovereigns— nothing  can  induce  them  to  wifh 
for  a  peace,  which  would  undoubtedly  eftablifh 
the  repofe  andhappinefs  of  all  Europe.  Since, 
therefore,  more  blood  mult  be  (bed ;  and  as 
the  war  mult  be  brought  before  their  eyes,, 
that  they  may  behold  it  in  all  its  horrors,  the 
French  armies  are  about  to  enter  Germany. 
But  be  not  unealy  on  that  account,  ye  well- 
difpofed  and  peaceable  inhabitants  of  this  un- 
fortunate neighbourhood  !  Our  attack  is  not 
direcled  againft  you.  We  wifh  neither  to  de- 
ftroy  your  laws  nor  your  religion,  as  fome  havs 
falfely  endeavoured  to  perfuade  you,  in  order 
that  you  might  rife  up  in  arms  againft  us. 
You  will,  no  doubt,  fufferfrom  the  prefence 
of  the  armies,  which  are  always  attended  with 
irremediable  evils-,  but  be  not  afraid  that  we 
A  4  (hall 
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fhall  take  revenge  on  you  for  the  feverity  and 
cruelties  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  our  ter- 
ritories were  expofed,  when  the  theatre  of  the 
war  was  drawn  towards  them.  Your  property 
fhall  not  be  deftroyed.  You  fhall  not  fee 
your  houfes  in  flames.  Remain,  then,  with 
your  flocks.  Do  not  interfere  in  the  events 
of  the  war,  and  you  may  rely  on  protection 
from  all  the  chiefs  of  the  army  which  1 
command.  But  if  you  are  fo  inconfiderate  as 
to  take  up  arms,  you  may  expedt  the  heavieft 
of  all  pumfhments,  and  that  the  moft  ftriking 
examples  will  be  made  of  your  property.  I 
have,  therefore,  thought  it  expedient  to  in- 
form you  of  my  intentions  by  this  proclama- 
tion, and  to  make  known  to  you  the  follow- 
ing regulations : 

Article  I.  The  generals,  fuperior  and  in- 
ferior officers,  are  enjoined  to  enforce  the 
ftri&eft  difcipline  among  the  troops  which  they 
command.  Thole  who  plunder  or  ill-ufe  the 
inhabitants  of  the  diftrifts  through  which  the 
army  pafles,  fhall  be  punifhed  with  the  ut- 
mofl  feverity  of  the  laws ;  and  every  indivi- 
dual plundered  or  ill-ufed  fhall  be  indemni- 
fied, and  receive  compenlation  for  his  lofs. 

Art.  II.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  diftrifts 
through  which  the  army  fhall  pafs,  are  requeu- 
ed to  remain  peaceably  in  their  dwellings;  all 
thofe  found  attempting  to  fly  with  their  pro- 
perty and  cattle  fhall  be  arretted,   and  their 

property 
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property  confifcated  for  the  benefit  of  the  xtf) 
public. 

Art.  III.  The  inhabitants  of  the  hamlets, 
villages,  and  towns,  who  unite  and  take  up 
arms,  fhall  be  compelled  to  lay  them  down: 
they  fhall  then  be  fhot,  and  their  houfes  (hall 
be  burnt. 

Art.  IV.  Every  inhabitant  in  the  country 
found  in  arms,  without  permiffion  from  a  ge- 
neral or  fuperior  officer,  fhall  be  arretted,  con- 
demned, and  immediately  fhot. 

Art.  V.  The  inhabitants  of  the  countries 
through  which  the  army  paffes,  fhall  imme- 
diately depofit  their  arms  on  the  fpot ;  and  an 
account  of  them  fhall  be  taken  by  the  magis- 
trates and  burgomafters. 

Art.  VI.  The  governors,  burgomafters  and 
other  civil  magiftrates  fhall  came  this  procla- 
mation to  be  made  known  in  their  refpedtive 
diftricts. 

Art.  VII.  The  generals  are  charged  to  fee 
it  put  in  execution. 

done  at  my  head  quarters,  the  nth  of 
Meffidor,  the  4th  year  of  the  French  re- 
public (June  the  30th,  1796). 

Jourdan,  general  in  chief. 
Ernouf,  general  of  divifion, 
chief  ot  the  general's  ftatT 


AS 
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DISPOSITION  OF  THE  FRANCONIAN  PEASANTS 
THEIR  PREJUDICE   IN   FAVOUR  OF 

THE    FRENCH. 

THE  French  commanders  could  not  pofil- 
bly  be  ignorant  how  much  the  Franconian 
peafants  were  inclined  to  favour  the  caufe  of  the 
French  in  the  time  of  Cuftine.  They  knew 
only  too  well  that  Cuftine,  had  he  penetrated 
farther  on  the  Maine,  would  have  been  as  fuc- 
cefsful  as  he  was  on  the  Rhine.  Liberty  and 
equality,  which  the  French  thought  thern- 
felves  authorifed  to  eftablifh,  had  made  a  great 
part  of  our  Franconian  peafants  ripe  for  a  re- 
volution, by  which  every  thing  would  have 
been  reverfed,  and  the  governed  tranfpofed 
into  the  place  of  governors. 

But,  however  favourable  the  inhabitants  of 
Franconia  might  be  to  the  French  caufe  in  the 
time  of  Cuftine,  in  the  year  1796  they  had 
abandoned  all  thoughts  of  combating  for  li- 
berty. The  public  papers  always  teemed  with 
fo  many  difgutiing  anecdotes  of  the  French  j 
and  the  accounts  of  the  people  on  the  Rhine, 
who  fled  from  their  habitations,  coincided  fo 
much  in  general,  and  were  io  little  calculated 
to  infpire  joy,  that  fuch  a  foothing  and  verbofe 
proclamation  as  that  which  Jourdan  caufed  to 
be  publifhed  by  one  of  his  heralds,  was  ab- 
solutely neceffary  to  awaken  and  ftrengthen 


their  courage. 


However, 
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However,  without  the  medium  of  fucha 
fpecific,  the  greater  part  of  our  Franconian 
peafants,  and  many  of  the  towns,  entertained 
Ip  their  hearts  an  uncommon  partiality  for 
the  French, 

One  party,  if  not  the  moft  numerous,  at 
lead  the  moft  violent,  wifhed  and  expe&ed, 
from  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms,  to  ob- 
tain liberty;  that  is,  to  be  freed  in  the  moft 
public  and  folemn  manner  from  the  payment 
of  their  debts,  and  from  all  future  taxes  or 
impofitions  whatever,  as  well  as  to  be  exempt- 
ed from  fuch  laws  as  they  might  be  difpleaied 
with.  What  wonderful  people  the  French! 
to  fuppofe  that  Franconiadoes  not  iupply  lighfc 
as  well  as  other  places  to  enable  the  inhabitants, 
to  difcover  by  what  they  are  oppreffed  !  That 
many  great  and  petty  tovereigns  are  ever  re% 
dy  to  lay  new  burdens  on  their  fubjedts,  when: 
they  patiently  fubrnic  to  their  demands, .  is,  $ 
common  obfervation ;.  but  I  never  knew  that 
this  was  the  cafe  particularly  in  Franconia,, 
however  ufual  it  may  be  for  rulers  to  increaie 
their  finances  at  the  expence  of  ihofe  whom 
they  govern.  In  judiciary  affairs  great  liber- 
ties have  been  and  are  ftill  taken.  But  an  or- 
der of  council,  which  at  once  feparates  the 
head  from  the  body,  is  often  more  humane 
than  a  regular  fentence  pronounced  after  much 
trouble  and  long  delay,  which  bring  upon  the 
culprit  a  flow  and  deftru&ive  fever.  And, 
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upon  the  whole,  if  Siegfried  von  Lindenberg 
had  a  right  to  diredt  the  operations  of  a  fociety, 
becaufe  he  himfelf  eftablifhed  it,  his  aflbciates 
had  the  right  and  power  to  direft  the  opera- 
tions of  juftice  as  long  as  it  depended  on  them 
to  determine  what  fhould  or  fhould  not  re- 
main in  the  criminal  procedure  of  their  ter- 
ritories. Alas  !  the  world  is  every  where 
alike,  and  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature  is 
every- where  confpicuous — Miftrefles,  courti- 
ers, and  court  favourites  are  in  all  countries 
bufy.  It  was,  however,  evident  that  thofe 
people,  above  all,  who  had  it  moft  in  their 
power  to  counteract  in  an  effedtual  manner  the 
impreffion  made  by  thefe  court  minions,  were 
the  loudeft  in  their  clamour  for  liberty  •,  while 
the  poor,  accuftomed  to  fubjedlion  and  op- 
prefiion,  endured  their  fufferings  in  filence, 
and  were  contented  with  exprefiing  their  feel- 
ings by  fighs.  With  regard  to  towns,  fome 
of  thefe  perhaps  entertained  ideas  of  a  national 
convention  at  Mcntz,  which  would  raife  them 
above  their  proud  rivals,  and  give  them  the 
liberty  of  oppreffing  others  in  their  turn. 

Another  party  fighed  for  equality.  Thefe 
were  the  weaker  neighbours  of  bordering  dates, 
who  had  fo  often  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
the  jus  fortioris*,  and  who  now,  fupported  by 
the  apoftles  of  equality,  flattered  themfelves 
with  the  hopes  of  exercifing  the  jus  talionis*\  j 

*  Law  of  the  ftronger.        f  Law  of  retaliation. 

perfons 
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perfons  in  debt,  who  expe£ted  nothing  lefs 
from  the  French  than  the  total  annihilation 
of  their  bonds  and  obligations  ;  but,  in  parti- 
cular, thofe  reduced  to  povmy  through  their 
own  fault,  who  hated  work  and  were  alhamed 
to  beg. 

To  the  latter  clafs  belonged  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  Franconian  peafants  who  wiflied 
for  equality.  Luxury,  which  has  made  con- 
fiderabie  progrefs  amongft  them  ;  the  defire 
of  obtaining  places  ;  a  tafte  for  extravagance 
in  drefs,  for  gaming  and  for  a  town  life,  and 
the  expences  therewith  connected  to  gratify 
the  palate,  have,  unfortunately,  been  the  ruin 
of  many  families  in  Franconia.  Such  fpend- 
thrifts  remarked  the  decay  of  _  their  circum- 
ftances,  without  being  able  to  ftop  the  fources 
of  it ;  and  they  beheld  with  envy  the  prudent 
farmers,  who  by  ceconomy  had  increafed 
their  wealth,  and  by  diligence  and  fobriety 
procured  more  abundant:  crops,  while  every 
thing  with  them  went  a  crab's  pace,  and  their 
property  was  obliged  to  be  fold  article  after 
article.  No  wonder  then  that  thefe,  and  peo- 
ple of  the  like  character,  fhould  wilh  for  an 
agrarian  law,  by  which  they  would  lofe  nothing, 
but  much  rather  gain  !  Nor  is  it  aftonilhing 
that  they  fhould  depend  fo  much  on  the 
French,  to  whom  inequality  is  hateful. 

The  greater  part,  in  the  mean  time,  Battered 
themfelves  with  the  agreeable  hopfc  that  their 

rulers 
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rulers  and  fuperiors,  who,  in  adjufting  dif- 
pute%  it  they  wifh  to  aft  as  honeft  men,  can 
unfortunately  decide  (  n!y  in  favour  of  one 
pary,  would  be  fubje&ed  to  wholefome  dif- 
cipline  by,  the  French  invafion.  They  alrea- 
dy enjoyed  m  idea  the  delicious  pleafure  of 
feeing  court  favourites,  who,  in  the  fmalleft 
as  well  as  the  greateft  courts,  feldom  have  the 
good  willies  of  the  iubjeds,  repaid  in  a  feven- 
fold  manner  for  their  mifdeeds. 

The  country  people  never  fo  much  as 
dreamed  that  the  arrival  of  their  fuppofed  de- 
liverers would  bring  upon  them  any  calamity  ; 
or,  at  leaft,  they  imagined  that  Jourdan 
alluded  to  them  in  his  proclamation,  now 
rendered  ufelefs,  when  he  fays  :  M  The  peaces 
able,  well-diipoled  inhabitants  of  thefe  di- 
ftrids  are  not  the  objects  of  our  vengeance ; 
as  peaceable  fpectators  they  have  nothing  tp 
fear.  We  have  no  defignt  againft  their  laws,  or 
the  religion  in  which  they  have  been  educated. 
Their  property  ihalj  not  be  deftroyed,  nox 
fhall  their. houfes  be. burnt.  If  they  remain 
by  their  flocks,  without. taking  any  part  in. 
the  events  of  the  war,  they,  may  with  confi- 
dence rely  on  the  prote&ion  of*  all  the  chiefs 
ef  the  army.'1  AU  the  officers  both  of  fu- 
perior  and  inferior  rank  were  enjoined  to 
maintain  the  ftrtteft  difcipline  •,  and  promifts 
were  made,  that  every  individual  who  fhould 
dare  to  plunder  or  ill  treat  the  inhabitants 

would 
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would  be  punifhed  with  the  utmoft  feverity. 
What  had  they  to  feai  if  they  remained  peace- 
ably  in  their  dwellings  ? 


ENTRANCE  OF  THE  FRENCH  TROOPS  INTO 
THE  CIRCLE  OF  FRANCONIA. 

ON  the  21ft  and  22d  of  July,  the  divifiqn 
of  Le  Fevre,  the  advanced  guard  of  which 
was  commanded  by  general  Mortier,  entered 
the  Franconian  territories.  A  part  of  the 
army  which  followed  filed  off  by  Hammel- 
burg  to  Schweinfurt,  and  another  marched 
along  the  Maine  to  Wirzburg. 

The  chaffeurs  immediately  fcoured  the 
country  in  troops,  and  in  all  the  villages  de- 
manded provifions,  carriages,  &c. ;  yet  if  they 
received  a  few  dozens  of  Carolines*  they  would 
go  and  dine  at  the  diftance  of  fome  miles,  but 
they  generally  returned  in  a  little  time  to  pro- 
cure frejh  recruits.  However  fierce  thefe 
gentry  m  ght  feem  at  firft,  they  foon  aflumed  a 
more  friendly  afpeft,  when  they  beheld  a  few 
hard  dollars,  which  in  France  were  birds  very 
feldom  to  be  caught.  From  that  moment 
every  village  became  like  an  exchange-bank  ; 
and  while  thefe  money-hunters  enquired  only 
after  burgomailers  and  crowns,  the  peaiants 
never  fo  mu>  h  as  Ihrugged  up  iheir  Ihoulders. 

*  In  value  about  one  guinea  each, 

The 
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The  fcene,  however,  was  foon  changed 
when  the  infantry  matched  in.  Their  firft 
encampment  in  Franconia  was  in  the  ne;gh- 
bourhood  of  Bucholt,  Schnakenwerth  and 
Sehweinfur*.  The  divifion  oi  Le  Fevre, 
by  their  licentioufnefs,  loon  pot  a  moft  dif- 
graceful  character  ;  and  the  peafants,  who  in 
confidence  of  the  French  magnanimity  re- 
mained  peaceably  in  their  dwellings,  began  to 
open  their  eyes  ;  and  they  foon  perceived  that 
Jourdan,  by  his  fine  proclamation,  had  com- 
pletely outwitted  them. 


FRENCH  INFANTRY THEIR  BEHAVIOUR  IN 

THE  COUNTRY-. 

THOSE  diftrids  through  which  the  French 
infantry  palled  were  completely  plundered. 
The  much-to-be- pitied  inhabitants,  diftrefled- 
and  terrified  by  marauders,  with  whom  as  well 
as  commifiaries  the  French  army  fwarmed, 
betook  themfelves  to  flight  with  part  of  their 
property,  and  abandoned  the  reft  to  the  ene- 
my. Victuals  and  drink  were  the  firft  things 
that  the  foot  loldiers  required  in  their  paffage  ; 
but  money  was  the  firft  thing  that  they 
fearched  for.  Every  article,  however,  was 
carried  away  that  they  could  ftovv  among  their 
baggage  or  wear  on  their  backs. 

The  places  which  fuffered  moft  were  thofe 

in 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  camps  ;  and  notwith* 
Handing  Jourdan's  proclamation,  the  moil 
horrid  of  all  the  ravages  of  war  prevailed— 

Forcible  plundering.  Day  after  da? 
was  money  extorted  from  the  people;  the/ 
wereoppreffed  with  infupportable  requifitions  * 
in  fome  parts  deprived  of  all  their  horfes,  an" 
openly  robbed,  while  they  relied  on  the  moft 
folemn  promiks  of  protc&ion  made  to  them 
by  the  commanding  generals.  Eleven  vil- 
lages near  my  habitation,  lying  alrnoft  ail 
around  Armtein,  Werneck,  and  Schweinfurt, 
were  expoicd  to  this  fate  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  invafion.  Firft  came  the  do- 
meftics  from  the  neighbouring  camp  for  the 
purpofe  of  fetching  provifions.  Un  ler  that 
pretence  they  thronged  into  the  houies,  and, 
together  with  proviiions,  carried  off  whatever 
kitchen  utenfils  and  veffels  they  laid  their 
hands  on  •,  nor  could  they  be  prevented  from 
vifiting  every  apartment  and  c  rner,  ho  ^ever 
much  was  offered  or  given  to  them.  The 
owners,  after  being  fevercly  beat,  had  ottea 
the  door  fhut  in  their  faces,  and  hclplels  in- 
valids were  obliged  to  quit  their  beds  in  order 
that  they  might  be  fearched.  Some  of 
them,  more  civil  than  the  reft,  permitted  the 
fick  to  remove  to  one  corner  of  the  bed  till 
the  bed-ftraw  was  examined  ;  but  others 
without  ceremony  threw  them  upon  the  hard 

ground. 
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ground.  Doors,  chefts,  and  boxes,  if  locked* 
were  burfl:  open  with  fuch  expedition  aa 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  Cartouche* 
During  this  ravage  the  people  at  Semmerfdorf 
thought  to  protedbrheir  property  by  fhowing 
to  the  foldiers  general  Jourdan's  proclamation  ^ 
but  as  foon  as  it  was  prefented,  they  tore  it  to 
pieces  and  then  returned  it  to  the  owner. 

If  the  firft  party  were  fatisfied  with  the 
money,  bread,  flefh,  wine,  beer,  &c.  which 
they  had  found,  the  fecond,  intoxicated  with 
the  liquor,  became  more  ftrift  in  their  fearch, 
examined  every  corner  at  more  leifure  and 
with  more  care  •,  and  indemnified  themfelves 
with  clothes  and  linen.  The  rags  even  of 
the  pooreft  peafant,  if  they  could  cover  na- 
kednefs,  were  not  defpifed.  Wells  were  emp. 
tied  of  their  water,*,  ponds  were  drained ; 
dunghills  and  fewcrs  were  raked  •,  ftables  and 
cellars  were  dug  up,  and  graves  were  opened 
in  the  church-varJs.  and  the  dead  bodies 
fearched,  as  was  the  cafe  with  that  of  the  wife 
of  the  clergyman  of  Mainftok,  who  had  been 
buried  a  little  before  at  Oberndorf,  and  thofe 
of  feveral  children  newly  interred, 

If  the  third  party  found  every  thing  al- 
ready cleared,  they  attacked  the  f^rnit^re, 
and  particularly  beds.  The  feathers  were 
made  the  fport  of  the  winds;  and  wooden 
articles,  as  was  the  cafe  at  Mofbach,  were 
publicly  committed  to  the  flames.    Whatever 

was 
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was  fit  to  be  carried  away,  or  appeared  in 
the  lead  ferviceable,  was  packed  into  carts 
or  wheel  barrows  •,  and  the  unfortunate  own- 
ers, willing  or  not  willing,  were  obliged  to 
attend  the  tranfportation  of  them  to  the  camp, 
where,  as  a  reward  for  their  fervice,  they  were 
ftripped  of  their  fhoes  and  every  part  of  their 
drefs  worth  taking.  The  infantry  carried 
their  licentioufnefs  fo  far,  that  they  fpoiled 
and  rendered  totally  unfit  for  the  poffeffors 
fnch  things  as  they  themfelves  ould  not  make 
ufe  of.  In  fome  villages  which  had  been 
thus  vifited,  and  which  lay  contiguous  to 
each  other,  there  was  not  left  a  fingle  mor- 
fel  of  bread  or  a  drop  of  liquor.  In  other 
places  the  plunderers  let  the  wine  run  out  in- 
to the  cellars;  wafhed  their  horfeS  with  it, 
and,  in  ftiort,  treated  it  as  a  young  ftudent 
at  the  univerfity  does  his  firft  draft,  which  he 
imagines  a  fource  that  can  never  be  exhauft- 
ed.  He  is,  however,  but  too  loon  convinced 
of  his  error ! — Many  country  people  of 
confiderable  property  could  lave  no  more  of 
their  clothes  than  what  they  had  on  their 
backs. 

In  many  villages,  thefe  unmanly  plunderers 
ftrangled  fuch  cattle  as  they  could  not  carry 
off  or  ufe ;  feveral  they  wounded  till  the  blood 
gufhed  from  them ;  and  others,  to  fhow  their 
mercy,  they  only  hamftrung.     In  this  manner, 

i  he 
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the  village  of  Zell,  belonging,  to  Schweinfurt, 
loft  a  great  many  cattle. 

In  iome  places,  which  perhaps  had  been  fix 
different  times  a  prey  to  plunderers,  the 
French  foldiers,  infpired  by  brutal  paffions, 
were  guilty  of  the  mod  horrid  excefles.  Some 
of  Championet's  people  committed  deteftable 
crimes  in  the  public  (beets,  without  the  lead 
fenfe  of  fhame  or  decency — A  melancholy 
proof  how  .funk  in  vice  the  French  foldiers 
muft  be  !  In  mod  places  which  they  plun- 
dered, they  indulged  alio  in  offering 

Open  violence  to  the  women,  nor 
was  regard  paid  to  age,  the  perfon's  ftate  of 
health,  or  to  the  place.  At  Niederwehrn,  the 
firft  houfe  oppofite  the  camp  was  the  Jew  ta- 
vern, and,  on  the  firlt  vific  of  the  infantry, 
that  dirty  manfion  was  crowded  with  obje&s 
truly  pitiable.     What  a  treat  for  the  lurtfui 

foldiery  ! ■ 

The   public   ftreets    were 

to  them  as  agreeable  a  theatre  for  their 
amours  as  the  obfcureft  corner.  In  other 
places,  women  in  the  draw  were  not  even 
ipared,  and  many  fuch  unfortunate  vi&ims 
to  brutal  luft  did  not  long  furvive  their 
fhame.  Fathers  and  brothers,  -when  they 
attempted  to  deliver  their  female  relations, 
were  inhumanly  mangled  j  for  thefe  unmanly 
ruffians  were  often  furrounded  by  their  com- 
panions 
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panions  armed  with  drawn  fwords  to  intimi- 
date the  refilling  objedt  into  compliance,  and 
keep  in  awe  her  defenders  Prayers  and  en- 
treaties were  of  no  avail,  and  in  fuch  cafes 
nothing  could  enfure  fafety  but  fpeedv  flight. 
A  certain  general,  during  his  relidence  at 
Schweinfurt,  attacked  every  woman  that 
happened  10  fall  in  his  way.  ^ualis  rex  talis 
grex*!  Even  general  Bernardotte  himfelf, 
when  a  father  applied  to  him  to  protect  and 
deliver  his  daughter  who  had  been  ill  ufed, 
replied,  "  Thefc  are  trifles,  which  during  the 
time  of  war  muft  be  overlooked."  What 
difgrace  for  a  general  to  entertain  fuch  ideas, 
and  ftill  more  to  exprefs  them  with  fo  much 
indifference  !  Kleber  in  this  refpedt  does  not 
appear  to  have  thought  with  more  delicacy,  if 
the  requifition  made  at  Bamberg  of  all  the 
females  come  to  maturity  be  juitly  afcribed 
to  him  :  it  was,  however,  commonly  reported 
in  the  above  neighbourhood,  that  four  young 
girls  were  feized  for  the  fervice  of  his  per- 
fon  alone.  At  Schweinfurt  alio,  one  Mitule 
gave  orders  to  procure  two  females  for 
his  own  private  ufe.  Had  this  order  been 
iflued  in  jeft,  he  would  certainly  have  de- 
clared fo  when  he  faw  it  understood  in 
earned.     To    thefe  heroic   deeds   was    added 


alfo 


*  Like  mafter  like  man. 

Sacri- 


(  •*  ) 

Sacrilege,  The  French  foldiers  had  no 
other  god  than  their  bellies.  When  the  pious 
FYanconian  peafants  called  to  heaven  for  pro- 
tection, they  laughed ;  and  when  the  latter 
prayed,  they  broke  out  into  the  mod  horrid 
imprecations.  When  the  paftor  of  Kraut- 
heim,  after  being  tormented  almoft  to  death 
by  fome  French  foldiers,  who  had  taken  up 
their  quarters  in  his  houfe,  could  hold  out  no 
longer,  he  grafped  the  handle  of  the  "axe,  and 
faid  foftly,  "  I  know  I  muft  die,  but  let  me 
firft  repeat  a  pater  vq/ler"  They  immediate- 
ly replied,  "  Sh — t  upon  your  pater  nofter." 
Such  was  the  decency  of  thofe  by  whom  he 
was  furrounded. — But  how  could  one  expe<5t 
from  people  deftitute  of  religion  the  fmalleft 
fefped  for  any  religious  ad  ?  The  greater 
part  of  the  French  army  was  compofed  of  men 
who  had  been  catholics :  a  few  only  of  them 
were -jews  or  proteftants.  Never  did  a  multi- 
tude confifting  of  three  different  religious  feds 
fo  perfe&ly  agree  in  their  fentiments;  they 
had  no  chaplains  of  any  perfuafion,  neither 
catholic^  proteftant,  nor  jew,  to  preach  up  to- 
leration. Such  chara&ers  in  the  French  ar- 
my were  not  known.  If  they  now  for  the 
firft  time  found  pafture,  it  may  be  faid  that 
they  were  really  a  herd  ready  to  devour  it. 
Whether  fynagogues  were  prophaned  1  do  not 
know  \  but  the  Lutheran  and  catholic  churches 
were  treated  with  the  utmoft  indignity.     The 

former 
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former  in  comparifon  of  the  latter  are  always 
poor,  and  their  riches  ih  ornaments  propor- 
tionally fmall.  There  were,  however,  in  both, 
communion  cups,  coverings  for  the  altars, 
and  drefies  for  the  clergymen.  All  thefe  the 
plunderers  carried  along  with  them,even  when 
they  were  only  tattered  rags  •,  arid  the  bap 
employed  to  colle£t  alms  for  the  poor  was  not 
left  behind,  if  it  had  on  it  only  a  nimbus*  of 
filver.  In  fome  places  the  organs,  on  account 
perhaps  of  the  inequality  of  the  pipes,  were 
knocked  to  pieces.  In  other  churches  the 
-wine  ca(k  or  brandy  keg  was  pofted  in  the 
chancel  upon  the  altar,  while  the  company 
made  merry  and  fmoked  their  pipes aroind  it. 
In  the  churches  of  the  catholics  they  obierved 
no  bounds  as  mortal  enemies  to  their  religion. 
The  heads  of  faints  and  images  were  ftruck 
off  by  their  fabres ;  crucifixes  by  thele  arch- 
puritans  were  converted  into  ornaments  j  they 
trod  under  foot  the  confecrated  hoft  •,  dole 
cups,  offerings,  fhrines,  &c.  •,  and  'filled  the 
tabernacle  with  ordure. — How  they  thought 
as  catholics  in  regard  to  the  pradtices  of  the 
catholic  religion,  may  be  feen  by  a  fingle  in- 
ftance.  A  clergyman  at  Dippach,  near  Pro- 
feHheim,  who  had  fome  officers  quartered  in 
his  houfe,  was  obliged  to  fay  roafi  to  them 
while  they  were  at  dinner.     Another  time  they 

*  An  ornament  like  the  glory  feen  in  prints  around  the 
■heads  of  faints,     Tranf. 

endea- 
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endeavoured  to  force  him  to  procure  them  a 
wench  j  but  as  he  neither  could  nor  would 
comply  with  their  requeft,  one  of  them  called 
in  a  ftrumpet  that  was  paffing,  and  while  he 
was  gratifying  his  defires  with  her  the  prieft 
was  compelled  to  fay  mafs. 

Several  of  the  catholic  clergy  fled  on  the 
firft  approach  of  the  French,  and  by  thefe 
means  refcued  their  perfons  from  ill  treatment. 
Thofe  who  remained  peaceably  in  their 
habitations  experienced  a  melancholy  fate, 
Neickel,  the  clergyman  at  Karfbach,  dropped 
down  dead  luddenly,  in  confequence  of  the 
bad  ufage  he  had  fufFered.  Blafs,  the  clergy- 
man at  Sretten,  was  equally  maltreated,  and 
received  ten  wounds,  becaufe  he  was  not  able 
to  raife  a  fufficiency  of  money.  The  clergy- 
man at  Bergreinfeld  had  no  other  way  of  fav- 
ing  his  life  than  by  taking  a  defperate  leap 
frcm  a  fecond  ftory.  Dean  Warmuth  at  Mai- 
bach  was  three  times  expofed  to  the  utmoft 
torture-,  and  Kuchenbrand  his  chaplain  would 
have  fallen  a  facnfke  to  a  ftroke  aimed  at  him 
with  a  fabre,  had  he  not  luckily  avoided  it  by 
ftarting  afide,  and  efcaped  under  cover  of  the 
night.  The  clergyman  at  Kolizheim  was 
forcibly  carried  off  by  a  party  of  dragoons, 
and  tormented  till  he  almoft  expired. 

Of  Lutheran  clergymen,  which  next  to 
priefts  were  enquired  after  in  the  incurfion  of 
the  French,  though  their  furniture  could  ex- 
cite 
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cite  very  little  fufpicion  of  their  being  pof- 
fefled  of  riches,   1  fhall  give  only  the  following 
inftances  on  the  confines  of  Franconia.     Mie- 
Jich,  the  clergyman  at  Hblleiich,  was  one  of 
the   firft   that  were  not  only  plundered,    but 
obliged  to  fly  from  their  habitations.     A  like 
fate  attended  Schufsler,  the  clergyman  at  Ob* 
bach,  Diez  at  Krauiheim,  Lcmbier  at  Zeilitz- 
heim,    and   Merk  at  Oberndorf.      Greis,   at 
Zell,  driven  from  his  houfe  and  home  toge- 
ther with  his  family,  among  whom  was  a  child 
not  fix  months  old,  wandered  about  five  days 
in  a  foreft,  till  at   length   general   Le  Fevre 
lent  a  chaffeur  in  fearch  of  him,  and  had  him 
fafely   conduced    to    Schweinfurt.      A  noble 
trait,   were  it  not  fomewhat  obfeured  by  the 
demand  made  from  the  congregation  at  Zeil- 
of  two  Carolines  per  head,  which  was  at  length 
fatisfied  by  a  few  dollars.     A  foot  ibldier  fired 
his  piece  at  Feghelm,   the  clergyman  at  Nie- 
derwehm,  the  ball  paffing  dole  to  his  head, 
becaufe  he  had  the  boldmfs  to  look  out  at  a 
window;  and  the  fame  clergyman  received  a 
blow  from  a  chaffeur  with  a  pift.,1,   by  which 
he  was  knocked  down,  and  wa^  beiides  plun- 
dered like  the  reft  of  his  brethren, — Very  few 
catholic  or  Lutheran  clergy  in  the  whole  dif- 
tri&  efcaped  without  the  laenfice  of  a  few  Ca- 
rolines.—  iothefe  evils   weie   added   the   re- 
peated, quartering  of  foldiers  and  iniupporta- 
Me  requifuions. 

B  CAMP 
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POFTHE  INFANTRY  NEAR  SCIIWEIN  Ft' RT. 

THE  opprcfllon  under  which  the  countrv- 
people  groaned,  whiie  they  daily  experk 

new  calamities,  was  increased  by  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  the  army. 

The  blufteringof  the  marauders  who  befet 
the  place  where  I  refided,  rendered  it  almoft 
impofiible  to  comply  properly  with  the  terms 
of  any  requisition.  Some  of  the  officers,  pjof- 
fefled  cf  more  humanity  than  the  reft,  convin- 
ced themfelves,  bv  beconiing  eve-uitneifes  of 
the  lhameful  conduct  of  the  cavalry,  who, 
when  they  could  find  no  other  exci.it:  tor  ex- 
torting Carolines,  pretended  that  they  wanted 
quarters  for  a  regiment  of  horfe.  Two  of 
thefe  gentry  one  day  fell  upon  tins  expedient, 
and  treated  like  ftreet-boys  ibme  officers  of  in- 
fantry, who  were  then  preknt,  and  who  as 
men  of  honour  represented  to  them  the  unrea- 
ibnablenefs  of  their  conduct ;  till  at  lafi,  af- 
ter fome  difficulty,  they  mired,  venting  hor- 
rid threats  and  imprecations.  This  circum- 
ftance,  however,  procured  me  the  pie  . 
of  vifitirg,  in  company  with  thefe  officers, 
the  camp  of  the  iniantry.  I  rejoiced  in  hav-. 
ing  this  opportunity  of  converiing  with  gene- 
ral Grenier,  whole  character  was  highly  ex- 
tolled in  our  neighbourhood,  and  trotted  that 
my  requeft,  to  have  a  guard  of  fafety,  \vcuid 
be  complied  with,     1  was  confirmed  in  this 

idea 
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idea  by  the  adjutant  major  Jacot,  an  intelli- 
gent young  man,  and  his  friend  Bauffein  ;  but 
they  advifed  me,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  de- 
lay, to  addrefs  myfelf  immediately  to  colonel 
Mercier,  chef  de  brigade,  to  whom  I  was 
conducted.  He  accompanied  me  himfelf  to 
the  commanding  officer,  who  was  ftill  in  bed 
(it  was  then  five  in  the  morning),  but  who 
immediately  returned  me  a  favourable  anfwer. 
I  obtained  fourteen  men  as  a  guard  of  fafety, 
under  the  command  of  a  worthy  fubaltern; 
who,  however,  on  account  of  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  entering  the  place,  were  not  of  fa 
much  fervice  to  the  fpot  for  which  they  were 
deftined,  as  to  two  others  where  they  took  up 
their  ftation. 

Few  tents  were  to  befeen  in  the  whole  camp 
The  common  men  as  well  as  the  officers  lay 
upon  the  bare  ground,  and  feemed  to  enjoy 
found  repole,  notwithftanding  the  wetnefs  of 
the  weather-  Many  had  conftrufted  for  them- 
felves  huts  of  the  branches  of  trees,  and  others 
had  taken  fheker  under  the  hedged  The  offi- 
cers were  wrapped  up  in  their  blue  cloaks. 

Towards  noon  the  camp  appeared  quite 
alive.  The  foldiers  fmoked  their  pipes  appa- 
rently with  much  fatisfaftion,  and  afTembled 
around  the  fire,  near  which  flood  kettles  with 
flefh  not  much  calculated  to  create  an  appetite, 
and  pots  filled  with  half-ripe  potatoes  prepared 
for  their  dinner.  In  another  place  might  be 
B  %  feen 
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feen  a  crowd  colled  cd  around  a  pair  of  colours* 
trefted  amidft  the  finging  of  hymns,  accom- 
panied with  the  fife  and  drum.  The  rabble, 
who  thronged  to  fee  this  ceremony,  feemed 
to  be  highly  delighted. 

The  whole  corps  was  compofed  chiefly  of 
raw  young  men,   the  greater  part  of  whom 
had  a  ftriking,  and  many  an  engaging  appear- 
ance.    Moft  of  them,   indeed,   bore  in  their 
countenances  the  evident  impreffion  of  want, 
fatigue,  and  diflipation  ;    but  nothing  could 
reftrain  their  jollity.     As  I  was  accompanied 
by  an  officer,  they  fuffered  me  to  pafs  without 
much  obfervation  ;    but  I  remarked,  in  all  of 
them,   a    certain    air  of  haughtinefs,    which 
perhaps  ought  to  be  the  chara&eriftic  of  free* 
men,  and  which  in  them  was  the  more  natural, 
as  they  could  afcribe  their  fuccefs,   in  the  face 
of  a  brave  army,  to  their  perfevering  courage; 
for  the  French  infantry  flood  their  ground  fo 
well  in  battle,  and  attacked  with  fo  much  im- 
petuofity,   that  the  cavalry  beftowed  on  them 
the  honourable  appellation  of  Romans. 

They  affembled  with  much  curiofity  around 
the  tent  in  which  I  was,  and  liftened  while 
we  were  talking  of  the  country  they  had  to 
march  through  before  they  could  arrive  on 
the  banks  of  the  Danube.  But  they  feemed 
to  be  highly  aftonifhed  when  they  heard  how 
far  they  ftill  were  from  the  term  of  their 
wifhes,  and  that  the  diftance  between  Ratif- 

6  bon 
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bon  and  Vienna,  which  they  imagined  to  be 
only  a  little  way  beyond  the  firft  town,  was  fo 
great. 

No  lets  was  my  aftonifhment  when  I  atten- 
tively furveyed  their  equipment.     Often  did 
I  remark  that  the  officers  were  totally  unpro- 
vided with  baggage;   and  I  could  not,   there- 
fore, altogether  co  idemn  their  conduft,  when 
they  exchanged  their  tattered  rags  for  good 
clean  fhirts  and   handkerchiefs.     But,  how-* 
ever  pitiable  their  appearance,  ftill  worfe  was 
the  fituation  of  the  common  foldiers,   who, 
though  they  had  affifted  in  plundering  fo  roa* 
ny  places  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Maine,'  were 
(carcely  able  to  cover  their  nakednefs.     The 
greater  part  of  them  had  no  fhirts  ;  their  fhoes 
were  miferably  torn  j  and  with  regard  to  flock* 
ingsr  thefe    were,  feldom  to   be  found   even 
amongft  the  officers.     Large  pieces  of  their 
regimentals  hung  down  in  tatters,  and  thetrow- 
fers  they  had  on  their  legs  were  merely  frag^ 
ments.  Nothing  but  their  arms  was  in  that  con- 
dition in  which  it  ought  to  have  been.     Upon 
one  of  their  chiefs  I  obferved  a  check  fhirt; 
which,  in  all  probability,  had  formed  the  bed- 
covering  of  fome  Franconian  peafant.     The 
earneftnefs  with  which  I  examined  his  linen 
did  not  efcape  his  notice ;  and  he  began  to  de- 
monftrate  the  advantages  of  fuch  a  fhirt,   with 
the  fame  humorous  air  as  that  with  which  the  En- 
glifh  a&or  Foote  praifed  his  wooden  leg,  in  the 
B3  Lame 
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Lame  Lover.  Of  the  Imperial  cavalry  they 
fpoke  with  refpeft :  of  the  emperor,  his  gene- 
rals and  minifters,  however,  the  officers  talk- 
ed with  as  much  indecency  as  abufive  vixens, 
whofe  fcandalous  tales  bring  moil  difgrace 
on  themfelves.  If  Jourdan,  at  the  table  of  a 
lady  of  rank,  demeaned  himfelf'fo  much  as  to 
fpeak  contemptuoufly  of  the  retreat  of  the  Auf« 
trians,  and  to  magnify  his  own  viftory,  why 
(hould  not  the  fame  liberty  be  allowed  to  fub- 
alterns  ? 

The  camp  was  eftablifhed  on  a  moft  beau- 
tiful meadow,  in  the  neighbourhood  ofWein- 
bergen.  The  corn  was  trodden  under  foot ; 
the  fruit-trees  in  the  adjacent  diftridl  were  cut 
down  to  conftruft  huts;  the  vines  were  rob- 
bed of  their  fupports-,  and  whole  plantations 
were  ruined  to  obtain  a  paltry  (helter  from  the 
wind  and  the  weather.  The  furrounding  parks 
and  plantations  were  expofed  to  the  like  devas- 
tation j  and  thefe  were  as  offenfive  to  the  eye, 
as  the  unfufferable  ftench  occafioned  by  the 
vicinity  of  the  place  where  the  cattle  were 
flaughtered,  and  on  which  the  entrails  of  fome 
thoufandsof  oxen  lately  killed  might  be  feen 
carelefsly  fcattered  about,  was  to  the  organs 
of  fmell.  This  ftench  was  ftill  increafed  by 
the  multitude  of  putrid  carcafes,  the  remains 
of  cattle  that  had  dropped  down  by  the  way, 
and  the  abominable  effluvia  of  the  foldiers, 
which  together  occafioned  a  fmell  paft  all  de- 
scription. 
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fcription.  The  place  in  which  infantry  had 
been,  might  be  fmelt  before  one  approached 
it  •,  and  apartments  where  iuch  unclean  guefts 
had  remained  only  a  few  hours,  were,  for  a 
long  time,  impregnated  with  a  peftilential  va- 
pour. 

Among  thefe  Romans,  one  could  live  in  the 
neat  tents  of  the  officers  much  more  agreeably 
than  in  the  villages,  which  were  every  hour 
vifued  by  money-hunters  and  foragers.  Ma- 
ny of  the  plundered  peafants  came  therefore 
to  the  camp — fome  of  them  compelled  by 
hunger — and  there  received  from  their  plun- 
derers the  tendered  marks  of  friendihip,  and 
returned  to  their  homes  with  full  bellies,  and 
highly  exhilarated  with  liquor.  It  was,  how- 
ever, neceffary  for  them  to  avoid  appearing 
in  ciean  clothes,  elfe  they  were  in  danger  of 
being  forced  to  go  back  pur  is  naturalibus*.  As 
foon  as  the  peaiant  was  reduced  to  the  ftate  of 
equality,  the  fierceft  volunteer  confidered  him 
as  his  brother  and  companion.  By  fo  imall  a 
caufe  may  the  moil  inveterate  enemy  be  con- 
verted into  a  friend! 


BAD   STATE  OF  THE  INFANTRY. 

IF  one  ferioufly  refle&s  on  the  miferable 
condition  of  thefe  Romans,  it  will  be  feen  that 
*  Stark  naked. 

B  4  they 
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they  were,  in  fome  meafure,  compelled  to  their 
lhameful  behaviour. 

A    SOLDIER     WILL    AND    MUST     LIVE. In 

Franconia  it  neither  rains  manna  nor  quails, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  magazines  was  never 
fo  much  as  thought  of.  It  was  neccflary  that 
this  great  deficiency  fhould  be  fupplied  by  re- 
quifitions;  and  the  commiflaries  were  fo  care- 
ful, that  of  theft  the  plus  fell  into  their  own 
pockets,  and  the  mnus  or  nihil  into  thofe  of 
the  troops.  The  cavalry  knew  how  to  fecure 
themfelves  from  famine  in  the  quarters  where 
they  were  cantoned  ;  b4Jt  the  encamped  infan- 
try were  obliged  to  make  arbitrary  requifitions 
in  the  neareit  villages,  or,  what  is  always  more 
agreeable  to  the  libertine,  to  fteal.  Of  fkfh, 
however,  the  foldiers  were  in  no  want,  as  the  ar- 
mies were  followed  by  large  droves  of  cattle. 
Difeafe,  indeed,  carried  off  more  of  them  than 
were  flaughtered  -,  but  frefh  recruits  were  dai- 
ly arriving  to  reinforce  the  horned  corps  ;  for 
every  yoke  that  appeared  was  inftantiy  leized, 
and  hurried  off  to  join  the  army. — A  want  of 
bread  was  much  more  common.  Before  the 
arrival  of  the  army  at  Schweinfurt,  the  troops, 
through  the  negle£t  of  the  commiffary,  were 
obliged  to  march  two  days  without  a  fingle 
morlel.  The  want  of  utenfils  for  cooking  was 
always  one  of  the  firft  inducements  to  their 
entering   the  villages   by  force  *    and   as   the 

hoped- 
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hoped-for  ftreams  of  milk  and  honey  had  not 
yet  been  found  in  our  unhallowed  boundaries, 
ic  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  thefe  thirfty 
fouls  fought  in  cellars  for  other  fprings  to  com- 
fort their  hearts,  drown  their  cares,  and  in- 
spire them  with  courage  amidft  their  dangers. 
Ignorance  of  the  language  of  the  country 
made  the  French  more  uncivil  $  and  ignorance 
of  the  French  tongue  rendered  the  peafants 
more  unfortunate  than  they  would  have  been 
could  they  have  underftood  each  other.  This 
mutual  ignorance  of  the  languages  added  in- 
deed, in  many  reipe&s,  to  the  fufferings  of 
fome  villages  ;  but  I  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  affert  that  the  peafants,  even  had  they  been 
able  to  talk  French,  could  have  fecured  them- 
felves  from  plundering  and  bad  ufage. 

A  soldier  will  have  MONEY. — Accord- 
ing to  the  acknowledgment  of  many  officers, 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  the  Meufe  had 
not  received  a  lingle  farthing  from  France  for 
three  years.  This  general  want  of  money  was 
Sufficiently  apparent.  A  few  florins  were  re- 
ceived monthly  for  the  fnpport  of  the  ftaff;  but 
the  pockets  of  the  fubalterns  were  filled  with 
mandats,  which  were  as  little  relifhcd  and  as 
impaffable  in  the  holy  Roman  empire  as  in 
France ;  and  the  common  men  were  gratified 
weekly  with  a  few  pence,  which,  in  a  manner, 
amounted  to  nothing.  The  coffers  of  the 
B  5  Fran- 
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Franconian  peafants  were  indeed  furer  and 
more  productive  fources  than  all  the  declining 
finances  of  the  French  republic.  Money  !  was 
always  the  watchword  of  the  French,  who  could 
fmell  out  the  mod  fecret  repofitory  with  as 
much  certainty  as  the  (launched  pointer  can 
game  •,  and,  like  the  moft  infatiable  oppreflbr, 
they  ftill  endeavoured  to  extort  more,  the  more 
they  found  people  willing  to  give  them, 

A    SOLDIER    WILL     HAVE     CLOATHINO.— • 

But,  where  was  this  to  be  found  while  the 
French  finances  were  declining,  and  while  the 
commiffaries  difcharged  their  duty  as  unfaith- 
ful ftewards  ?  "  Seek,  and  ye  fhali  find,"  faid 
the  foldier ;  and  he  embraced  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  fupplying  his  want  of  clothes  by  fill- 
ing both  his  hands.  The  article  if  fit  for  ufe 
was  immediately  put  on  ;  the  baize  petticoat 
in  a  few  hours  was  converted  into  pantaloons, 
and  the  fragments  left  were  converted  into  mo- 
ney. At  au&ions  of  this  kind,  which  were 
held  oftea  at  the  camp  in  optima  forma* 9  peo- 
ple, if  they  had  fufficient  courage,  might  have 
purchafed  many  excellent  things  for  a  very 
imall  fum.  Befides,  a  foldier  hates  economy  j 
for  his  motto  generally  is, ic  Let  each  day  pro- 
vide for  itfeliy'  Money  excepted,  what  he 
cannot  ufe  at  the  moment  he  confiders  of  no 
value*      In  all  probability  he  fuppofed  the 

*  Inducfornu 

Franconian 
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Franconian  peafants  to  be  people  of  the  like 
way  ©f'thinking,  and  took  to  fupply  his  own 
wants  what  he  confiJered  as  fuperfluiries  to 
thcfe  ruftics.  But  in  this  divifion  partiality 
prevailed  as  much  as  in  every  other  founded 
on  the  right  of  the  ftronger;  and  the  peafant 
was  often  lefc  in  fuch  a  condition  that  he  had 
fcarcely  wherewith  to  cover  his  nakednefs* 
People  of  property,  after  being  robbed  of  their 
money,  went  about  begging  for  fho^s,  as  there 
w.iS  a  great  fcarcity  of  leather;  and  the  rich 
might  be  feen  going  to  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages to  fetch  a  few  loaves  of  bread* 

Famifhed  by  the  tender  care  of  their  com- 
miflaries  ;  exhauiled  by  forced  marches  ;  if 
not  naked,  almoft  in  rags  ;  without  bag- 
gage and  without  tents  ;  the  French  foldiers 
entered  Franconia,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
would  have  overlooked  the  mode  of  procuring 
neceffaries  in  the  time  of  war,  had  violence 
been  employed  with  moderation  :  but  they 
were  incenied  by  this  alone,  that,  notwith- 
standing Jourdan's  proclamation,  they  favy 
themielves  moil  fhamefully  robbed,  and  treated 
with  the  utrnolt  cruelty  •,  that  the  troops  forci- 
bly violated  their  women  as  well  as  committed 
iacrilege  ;  and  that  thefe  plunderers,  through 
wanton  extravagance,  fpoiled  and  deftroyed 
what  they  could  not  ufe,  to  that  the  owners 
were  not  able  to  fave  any  thing. 

B  6  BAD 
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BAD  DISCIPLINE  OF  THE  FRENCH  TROOPS. 

SUCH  horrid  crimes,  which  infulted  man- 
hood and  human  nature,  might  certainly  have 
been  reftrained,  had  Jourdan  the  commander 
in  chief  kept  his  word  in  earneft.  Bur,  un- 
doubtedly he  never  ferioufly  meant  to  exer- 
cife  drift  difcipline.  No  civilifed  army  of 
modern  times  was  ever  worfe  difciplined  than 
that  of  the  French  in  general.  The  infantry, 
in  this  point,  exceeded  all  the  reft  :  but  where 
could  thefe  learn  better  morals  ?  A  great  part 
of  their  officers  were  as  poor  and  deftitute  of 
every  thing  as  the  common  men,  and  enter- 
tained fuch  vulgar  ideas  that,  inftead  of  check- 
ing the  fpirit  of  plunder,  they  much  rather 
encouraged  it.  For,  had  the  cafe  been  other- 
wife,  how  is  it  poflible  that  a  horde  of  foot 
foldiers,  furnifhed  with  lights,  lanterns,  and 
torches,  could  have  left  the  camp  in  the  night- 
time, and  forced  their  way  into  the  villages  ? 
If  deputies  from  the  places  which  had  been 
plundered  folicited  for  protection  in  future 
againft  the  like  misfortunes,  they  were  ei- 
ther told  that  they  had  applied  to  the  wrong 
perfon,  or  were  difmiffed  with  an  evafive  an- 
fwer  and  compliments.  Many  of  the  officers 
were  much  more  uncultivated  than  thofe  they 
commanded  \  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  were 
often  far  harder-hearted.  Of  this,  as  it  is  the 
proper  place,  I  (hall  here  relate  one  remark- 
able 
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able  in  (lance.  From  fuch  men  how  could 
one  expeft  good  behaviour,  good  difcipline, 
or  o;ood  order  ;  and  how  was  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  fhould  demean  themfelves 
better  than  the  moft  vulgar  blackguard  ? 

Gamier,  an  officer  grown  gray  in  the  fervice, 
and  captain  of  the  67th  half  brigade,  came 
one  day  to  Euerbach,  and  demanded  1200 
pounds  of  bread,  which  were  be  difpatched 
that  moment  to  the  camp.  On  a  reprefenta- 
tion  being  made,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  com- 
ply with  this  demand,  but  that  whatever  was 
ready  fhould  be  fent  off  directly,  and  the  reft 
in  the  courfe  of  two  days,  which  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  grind  the  corn  and  bake  the  bread — 
provided  captain  Gamier  would  place  a  guard 
of  fafety  at  the  mill,  that  the  corn,  before  it 
was  ground,  might  not  be  carried  away  for 
fodder  by  the  French  cavalry  —  Mr.  Geyers- 
bach  the  bailiff  was  immediately  arretted  by 
the  captain's  command,  in  order  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  camp.  As  he  was  conducted 
through  the  place,  the  whole  diftridt  afiem- 
bled  ;  and  this,  in  all  probability,  induced  the 
importunate  and  arbitrary  warrior  to  accept 
a  propofal  made  to  him  of  delivering  the 
1200  pounds  of  bread  in  the  courie  of  a  few 
days.  Incenfed  at  his  treatment,  Mr.  Gey- 
ersbach,  who  was  now  at  liberty,  made  his 
complaint  in  perfon  to  general  Grenier,  by 
whom  he  was  handiomely  received,   and  who 

defired 
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defired  him  to  inform  captain  Gamier  how 
much  he  difapproved  of  his  conduct,  and  to 
add,  that  he  fhould  anfwer  with  his  head  for 
the  fmalleft  excefs  that  might  be  committed 
by  the  party  under  his  command.  The  ge- 
neral well  knew  that  the  Mark  of  Euerbach 
had  fuffered  nothing  by  the  French  invafion, 
and  that  the  town  of  Euerbach  had  been  hi- 
therto mildly  treated,  becaufe  the  people 
had  behaved  well  to  the  French  :  and  the 
order  brought  by  Mr.  Geyershach  to  captain 
Gamier  rendered  him  completely  fubmiflive. 
This  man,  who  before  had  been  a  terror 
wherever  he  appeared,  now  kept  himfelf  and 
his  people  quiet,  and  obferved  ftrift  discipline. 
As  the  commune  at  his  departure  prefented 
him  with  two  Carolines,  that  the  carriages  font 
to  tranlport  the  bread  might  be  returned,  he 
gave  a  certificate,  though  he  had  received  only 
700  pounds  of  bread,  that  he  had  received  more 
than  1200,  and  allured  his  commanding  officer 
Pouton,  that  at  Euerbach  there  was  no  more 
whiie  bread  to  be  procured. 

It  was  oily  fame  of  the  better  difpofed  that 
were  able,  though  with  the  utmoft  difficulty, 
to  confine  theii  foldiers  within  proper  bounds. 
When  a  cellar  was  to  be  ftormed,  and  de- 
fenctlefs  men  to  be  arretted  or  ill  treated,  none 
were  more  obedient  than  the  French  foldiers. 
A  lieutenant  once  was  io  fortunate  as  to  pre- 
vent his  people  from  forcing  their  way  into  a 

refpea- 
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refpcftable  houfe  in  which  they  fuppofed  there 
was  wine,  but  not  without  great  exertion  as 
well  as  (elf -denial.  He  was  obliged  to  em- 
ploy much  perfuafion,  and  to  refufe  himfelf 
the  refrelhment  of  quenching  his  thirft,  before 
he  could  induce  his  turbulent  crew  to  return 
to  their  quarters. 

The  French  foldiers  were  acquainted  with 
only  two  punifhments — arreft,  and  that  of  be- 
ing (hor.  Caning  has  been  entirely  banifhed. 
If  we  confider  the  foldier  as  he  ought  to  be — 
a  man  of  honour — flavifh  beating  might  be 
difpenfed  with.  But  if  we  confider  him  as 
he  really  is,  the  discipline  of  the  corporal's 
cane,  as  exercifed  in  the  Imperial  and  other 
European  armies,  does  not  deierve  thofe  terms 
of  reproach  which  were  continually  bellowed 
on  it  by  the  French  officers.  Caning  indeed 
has  not  yet  been  wholly  excluded  from  among 
military  punifhments,  however  much  may 
have  been  written  again  ft  it;  becaufe  of- 
fenders as  they  are  commonly  defcribed  or 
painted  are  quite  different  beings  from  what 
they  are  in  real  life.  Thus  has  the  punilh- 
ment  of  death  been  again  introduced  where 
it  had  been  for  fome  time  laid  afide,  becaufe 
the  unformed  man  is  totally  a  different  being 
from  the  ideal  :  and  if  tne  French  armies,  in 
the  courfc  of  time,  behave  as  ill  in  France  as 
they  did  in  Germany,  we  (hall  perhaps  lee  the 
old  method  once  more  adopted  among  them. 

This 
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This  return,  however,  to  the  beaten  path  can- 
not be  expe&ed  as  long  as  the  French  foldiers 
take  up  their  abode  in  the  country  of  an  ene- 
my :  no  attentive  obferver  will  hope  for  better 
discipline  among  the  French  troops,  as  long 
as  the  officers  pay  more  refped  to  the  com- 
mon men  than  they  pay  to  them.  A  lantern 
hanging  before  general  Bernardotte's  quarters 
was  fhivered  to  pieces  at  midnight  by  a  (hot 
fired  at  it  by  the  fen  try.  The  noife  alarmed 
the  whole  houfe  ;  and  when  the  general  ap- 
peared among  the  reft,  he  only  laughed,  and 
the  fold ier  excufed  himfelf  by  faying  that  it 
was-  an  accident.  One  of  colonel  Mercier's 
attendants,  in  a  drunken  frolic,  attacked  the 
matter  of  the  houfe  with  his  naked  fword  ;  and 
an  officer  having  parried  the  blow,  he  only 
became  more  violent.  The  apology  made 
for  this  affault  was,  "  You  iee  the  man  is  in- 
toxicated. "  A  dragoon  of  the  11th  regiment 
received  .a  mortal  itab  undfr  the  left  bread 
from  a  cannoneer.  Another  was  cut  in  the 
left  arm  by  one  of  inferior  rank  :  and  their 
punifhment  was — a  fhort  arreft.  Some  or  the 
infantry  at  Schweinfurt  mangled  each  other  fo 
that  the  floor  Itreamed  with  their  blood.  Their 
captain,  who  lodged  in  the  neighbourhood, 
was  called,  and  made  his  appearance  ;  but, 
though  the  culprits  behaved  in  a  brutal  and 
infolent  manner,  the  affair  was  overlooked. 
From  thele  initances  it  is  fufficiently  evi- 
dent 
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dent  how  little  the  officers  were  refpe<5ted, 
and  with  what  indifference  the  common  lol* 
diers  beheld  military  punilhment. 


WRETCHED     CONDITION     OF     THE     COUNTRY 
PEOPLE. 

ALL  that  the  peafants  could  do  when  ill 
ufed,  was  to  get  thofe  who  had  maltreated 
them  fent  to  prifon.  But  to  whom  could  they 
complain  ?  To  their  companions  in  devafta- 
tion,  who  would  have  laughed  at  them  ?  To  the 
chafieurs,  who  would  have  driven  them  back 
to  their  habitations  ?  To  the  fubalttrns,  who 
when  applied  to  difmiffed  them  with  evafive 
anfwers  ?  To  the  ftaff-officers,  who  on  account 
of  thofe  who  furrounded  them  were  inaccef- 
fible  ?  To  the  generals  on  the  fpot  ? — A 
fondnefs  for  liquor,  to  which  many  officers, 
and  unfortunately  feveral  generals,  were  ft> 
itrongly  attached,  prevented  many  naturally 
good  from  doing  their  duty,  and  rendered  the 
bad  worfe.  Many  generals,  who  when  fober 
were  humane,  became  when  intoxicated  mere 
brutes,  and  favoured  or  permitted,  and  were 
even  themfelves  guilty  of,  the  moil  fcan- 
dalous  adions. 

When  the  inhabitants  of  Maibach  had 
been  ill-treated  and  plundered,  what  did  they 
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recover  of  their  linen,  which  a  ftaff-officer 
p.romifcd  fhould  be  returned  to  them  ? — No- 
thing. 

Murders  even  were  committed  by  thefe 
avaricious  robbers  !  On  thefe  occafions,  had 
policy  permitted  the  mod-  humane  of  ail  the 
generals,  the  worthy  Grenier,  or  the  adive 
Dumuy,  to  purfue  that  courfe  which  juftice 
di&ated,  that  is,  to  caufe  the  murderers  to  be 
fhot,  what  would  have  been  the  confequence  ? 
In  fuch  a  great  undertaking  the  French  army 
could  not  be  too  numerous,  and  the  further  it 
advanced  it  mud  (till  become  weaker  :  the 
Imperialifts,  on  the  other  hand,  the  more  they 
retreated  muft  become  ftill  ftronger.  As 
long,  therefore,  as  men  did  not  ipring  up 
from  the  earth  like  mufhrooms,  prudence 
required  that  the  lives  of  men  fhould  be 
fpared. 

From  the  one  extreme,  that  of  being  fhot, 
the  French  foldiers  therefore  had  nothing  to 
fear ;  and  the  other,  that  of  being  arretted, 
was  to  them  a  trifle.  There  was  no  medium. 
What  then  could  an  officer  do,  had  his  inten- 
tions been  ever  fo  good  ?  At  the  moft  he 
could  only  prevent  irregularities  where  pof- 
fible,  by  depriving  the  foldiers  of  any  oppor- 
tunity to  indulge  in  them  ;  and  this,  indeed, 
was  fometimes  the  cafe.  Le  Fevre's  divifion 
had  arrived  at  Gelterfheim,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants were  in  mifcrable  expedition  of  a  like 
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fate  as  had  befallen  many  places  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood :  but  the  officers,  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  thofe  they  commanded,  did 
not  fuffer  a  fingle  man  to  enter  the  village. 
They  ordered  them  to  halt  before  it,  and  to  be 
fupplied  with  vi&uals  and  drink.  For  this  they 
required  by  way  of  contribution  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  were  paid  with  great 
readinefs.  Notwithftanding  this  ftrift  prohi- 
bition, fome  foldiers  dole  fingly  into  the  place, 
and  committed  a  few  exceffes  ;  but  as  fooa 
as  the  officers  were  informed  of  it,  they  ex- 
erted themfelves  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  to. 
drive  out  the  unclean  fpirits.  With  thefe 
thirfters  after  blood,  however,  entreaties  were 
of  no  avail.  It  was  neceffary  to  employ  the 
fabre,  and  wounds  were  given  and  received 
before  the  people  could  be  delivered  from 
their  oppreffbrs. 

At  the  fame  time  fome  chafleurs  had  en- 
camped on  the  other  fide  of  the  village,  and 
it  was  neceffary  that  thefe  alfo  fhouki  be  (up- 
plied  with  provifions.  After  iome  hours  an 
order  arrived  for  their  decamping  :  but  not- 
withftanding this  order  the  greater  part  of 
them  remained  behind  ;  and  as  loon  as  they 
conjectured  that  all  their  officers  were  gone 
from  the  place,  they  entered  it  one  after  the 
other  for  the  purpole  of  procuring  a  few  Caro- 
lines, till  the  burgomaiter  at  length  ltopped 
payment*     As  they  infilled  on  his  procuring 
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more  money,  he  reprefented  to  them  that  he 
was  not  able,  and  told  them,  with  as  much 
civility  as  poffible,  that  he  fhould  be  under 
thencceflity  of  applying  to  {he  reft<  f  the  magif- 
tratses  for  protection.  To  this  the  chaffeurs 
had  nothing  to  fay.  The  burgomafter  how- 
ever gave  them  to  understand,  that  in  thefe 
diftri&s  it  was  cuftomary  to  «fTemble  the  ma- 
giftrates  by  tinging  the  bells,  and  afked  them 
whether  the  noife  might  not  be  offenfive  to 
them.  This  hint  was  not  agreeable  to  their 
wiflies  ;  they  immediately  retired,  and  made 
no  further  demands. 

During  the  retreat  of  the  army,  a  brigade 
arrived  one  evening  before  the  fame  place, 
and  the  commander  promifed,  that  if  the  com* 
rnune  would  raife  the  fum  of  twenty-five  Ca- 
rolines, none  of  his  people  fhould  be  fufFered 
to  enter  it.  He  received  the  required  fum, 
and  marched  off  with  his  troops,  but  not  till 
they  had  made  a  hearty  meal.  Some  of 
Charnpionet's  divilion,  under  the  command 
of  Jubeln,  broke  loofe  one  evening  and  attack- 
ed Euerbach.  Lieutenant- colonel  Von  Mun- 
ftcr,  and  Mr.  Geyerfbach  the  bailiff,  immedi- 
ately waited  upon  the  commandant,  and  re- 
quested that  the  brigade  might  not  be  allowed 
to  march  through  the  village,  but  to  pals  it. 
The  commandant,  without  lofs  of  time,  took 
roeafures  for  complying  with  this  requeft  \ 
polled  an  officer  at  each  of  the  two  gates,  who 
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drove  out  the  plunderers  that  had  ftolen  in, 
and  for  this  fervice  accepted  nothing  but  the 
verbal  thanks  or  the  inhabitants. 


HAPPY  FATE  OF  SOME  PARTICULAR  PLACES, 

MAIZENBACH,  among  fo  many thoufand 
places,  was  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  with- 
out any  moleftation  ;  and  Bronnbach  alfo  had 
reafon  to  rejoice  on  account  of  the  very  noble 
treatment  which  it  experienced.  The  firft  of 
thefe  places  was  indebted  for  its  fafety  to  a 
French  officer,  who,  when  a  prifoner  fome 
time  before,  had  been  quartered  there.  The 
clergy  at  Bronnbach  were  protedted  on  account 
of  the  care  which  they  took  of  the  French 
lick  and  wounded  foldiers,  who  had  been  left 
there  in  the  hofpital  by  the  Imperialifts. 

Places  which  lay  at  a  diftance  from  the 
camps,  or  in  which  cavalry  were  quartered, 
experienced,  in  general,  a  fomewhat  better 
face  j  and  this  was  the  cafe  with  thoie  villages 
in  which  thefe  worthy  officers,  Broc  com- 
mandant of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons.  La 
Barbeeof  the  nth,  Bar  bier  uf  the  2d  regiment 
of  huflars,  and  Lattaye  of  the  10th  regiment 
of  heavy  cavalry,  happened  to  be  ftat.oned. 
The  inhabitants  of    our  diftri<Si  ftili   reflcdt 
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with  pleafure  and  gratitude  on  the  behaviour 
of  thefe  excellent  men. 

A  divifion  of  the  2d  and  id  regiment  of 
dragoons  entered  Euerbach,  at  1 1  o'clock 
at  night,  on  the  aad  of  July.  The  alarm 
occafioned  in  the  place  by  thefe  troops  ;  the 
appearance  of  the  firft  patroles  with  their  pif- 
tols  and  drawn  fwords  ;  their  importunate 
but  (through  fear  of  the  approach  of  their 
officers)  mild  requifuion  of  eight  Carolines 
and  watches,  which,  by  the  arrival  cf  the 
captain,  were  never  more  thought  of;  and 
the  noife  made  refpe&ing  the  additional  guard 
during  the  night  ;  formed  all  together  a  very 
unpleafant  fcene.  As  loon  however  as  the 
officers  had  provided  for  their  people,  and 
the  inhabitants  had  with  the  utmoft  readinefs 
procured  what  they  df  fired, all  was  again  quiet; 
and  on  their  departure  Broc  and  capt.  jollet, 
without  being  folicited,  as  the  inhabitants  had 
not  yet  learnt  by  experience  the  utility  of 
giving  valuable  douceurs,  left  two  men  behind 
them  as  a  guard  of  faiety,  and  to  thefe  the 
place  was  indebted  for  its  protection.  A  troop 
of  volunteers  came  next  day  to  the  village  on 
the  look-out ;  but  when  rhey  fpied  the  fafe- 
guard  they  aiTumed  a  very  furly  appearance  : 
they  were  obliged  theretore  to  proceed  for- 
wards without  any  booty.  But  the  day  fol- 
lowing they  plundered  Obbach  entirely.    The 
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fame  party  a  little  before  had  completely 
emptied  Breberfdorf  and  Semerfdorf  j  but  the 
fame  forenoon  chey  were  furprifed  while  en- 
gaged in  fuch  unmiiitary-like  employment  by 
colonel  Broc,  as  he  was  returning  through 
Eggenhaufen,  and  driven  back  to  their  quar- 
ters by  his  dragoons,  who  attacked  them  with 
their  fabres.  No  wonder  then,  efpecially  as 
they  were  prevented  in  the  afternoon  by  iome 
dragoons  of  the  fame  regiment  from  renewing; 

v...'  o  o 

their  depredations,  if  they  returned  with  in- 
creafed  rage.and  made  the  unfortunate  Obbach 
a  prey  to  their  redoubled  fury. 

General  Ofwald,  when  at  Niederwehrn, 
beheld  with  the  utmoft  indifference  the  ex- 
cefles  committed  by  his  fbldiers,  who  laid 
wafte  gentlemen's  houies  and  gardens,  and 
plundered  as  well  as  maltreated  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  colonel  Lattaye 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  put  a  flop  to 
their  ravages.  A  poor  woman,  aimoft  frantic 
through  fear  and  diftrefe  of  mind,  brought  in 
great  confufion  coo  florins,  which  were  all 
her  treafure,  to  the  clergyman,  and,  without 
knowing  what  (he  did,  threw  them  on  the 
table  at  which  feme  French  officers  were 
fitting  at  dinner.  .Lattaye  caft  a  look  of 
compaffion  at  the  poor  woman,  whole  condi- 
tion could  not  be  miiiaken,  took  the  money- 
bag fealed  up  by  the  clergyman  into  fafe  cuf- 
tody,  and  returned  it  to  the  owner  untouched 
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when  he  marched  off  with  his  whole  divifion. 
The  conduft  of  a  commanding  officer  quar- 
tered at  Krautheim  was  equally  honourable. 
He  caufed  the  coffers  of  Diez  the  clergyman, 
who  had  been  horridly  plundered,  to  be 
brought  to  him,  and,  at  his  departure,  fent 
them  back  perfe&ly  fafe  to  the  thankful 
owner. 

General  PalmeroH  alfo  did  a  great  deal  of 
good  at  Gelterfheim  •,  lie  liftened  with  atten- 
tion to  the  complaints  of  the  haraffed  pea- 
fants,  procured  them  fafety,  and  punifhed 
thofe  who  molefted  them.  He  would  how- 
ever have  done  much  more  good,  had  he 
been  at  liberty  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his 
own  heart,  and  not  obliged  to  humour  the 
caprice  of  general  Bonnaud,  a  fuperior  officer 
quartered  there,  who  daily  drowned  in  wine 
every  fentiment  of  humanity. 

With  efteem  and  refpeft  I  repeat  here  the 
name  of  La  Barbee.  Perfons  worthy  of  be- 
lief have  a  (Til red  me  that  this  officer  loft  a 
great  deal  of  property  by  the  revolution.  I 
learned  alio  from  the  fame  lburce  that  he  was 
a  man  of  noble  birth  ;  but  from  my  own  ex- 
perience 1  discovered  that  he  was  a  man  of 
noble  behaviour,  though  thele  two  are  feldom 
united  in  the  fame  perfon.  His  youth  was 
concealed  uncer  a  vilage  overfhaded  by  a 
bufhy  beard,  which  gave  him  a  terrible  ap- 
pearance.    His  linking  figure,  which,  when  I 
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law  him,  was  let  ofF  by  a  fuit  of  regimentals, 
and  which  attracted  much  notice  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Friedberg,  where  his  corps  had 
a  fharp  engagement  with  the  6th  regiment  of 
chafieurs,  and  fuftained  great  lofs ;  his  uncom- 
mon perfonal  bravery  ;  the  mildneis  and  can- 
dour of  his  behaviour,  which  however  dege- 
nerates fometimes  into  obftinacy  ;  and  his 
paternal  care  for  his  regiment,  have  procured 
him  in  an  eminent  degree  the  affe&ion  of  his 
foldiers.  After  a  fatiguing  encampment  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Schweinfurt,  where  the 
army  remained  feveral  days,  which,  according 
to  his  idea,  might  have  been  as  well  fpent  in 
cantonments,  a  violent  altercation  took  place 
between  him  and  Collaud  his  general  of  divi- 
fion  ;  and  he  retired  to  Oberndorf,  to  which 
Kleber  himfelf  proceeded  to  foften  La  Barbee, 
who  threatened  in  difguft  to  refion  his  com- 
million.  When  the  foldiers  heard  of  La  Bar- 
bee's  intention,  the  whole  regiment  exclaimed 
with  one  voice,  "  If  La  Barbee  goes,  we  will 
go  alfo."  Few  of  La  Barbee's  fubalterns, 
though  twenty-fix  in  number,  think  and  a£t 
like  him  and  his  worthy  captain  Pafquet; 
but  he  is  beloved  and  efteemed  by  them  all, 
as  well  as  by  the  common  dragoons.  His 
fabre  is  (harp  when  wielded  by  his  nervous 
arm,  and  cuts  off  more  than  epaulets,  as  was 
the  cafe  with  one  of  his  ;  and  a  kind  of  cuirafs 
which  he  wears  in  battle  ferves  to  defend  him 
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from  the  blows  of  his  opponents.  It  may  be 
readily  comprehended  that  fuch  a  man  mult 
be  highly  valued  by  a  commander  in  chief; 
and  indeed  Jourdan,  after  the  fuccefsful  battle 
of  Flenrus,  was  defirous  of  raifing  him  to 
the  rank  of  general.  But  perhaps  La  Barbee 
chofe  rather  to  obey  than  to  command  ;  and 
perhaps  alfo  he  dreaded  the  guillotine,  which 
then  raged  with  all  its  fury  :  in  fnort,  he  re- 
mained what,  he  was  and  .ftill  is,  and  by  that 
condudt  he  has  loft  nothing.  He  and  his 
officers  have  with  their  regiment,  what  at  pre- 
fent  is  very  uncommon  in  the  French  army, 
a  complete  band  of  mufic,  with  which  I  was 
much  delighted.  Brand,  a  Bohemian,  an  en- 
chanting performer  on  the  French  horn, 
would  as  an  itinerant  mufician  make  his  for- 
tune, I  have  heard  him  in  a  moment,  with- 
out any  preparation,  produce  fuch  a  variety 
of  tones  as  could  neither  be  excelled  ror  imi- 
tated. The  effect  produced  by  a  ferpent 
which  a  monfieur  Geffcrr,  a  very  agreeable 
man,  both  blows  and  fingers  in  a  mafterly 
manner,  makes  me  lament  that  this  old  inftru- 
rnent  has  been  fupplanted  in  Germany  by  the 
balloon,  which,  however,  is  not  uncommon 
in  this  field  mulic.  I  am  forry  that  I  cannot 
remember  the  name  of  the  director,  who  with 
fo  much  tafte  played  the  clarinet. 

With  a  noble  mind  the  intrepid  La  Barbee 
has  alio  his  peculiarities.    He  is  fond  of  liquor, 
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and  when  intoxicated  will  not  bear  contradic- 
tion. The  generals  were  glad  to  fee  him  at 
their  tables  •,  but  the  company  for  the  mod 
part  retired  with  the  deffcrt,  as  thefe  enter- 
tainments feldom  ended  without  bloodflhed. 
If  he  had  his  men  around  him,  no  domeftics 
durft  refufe  to  execute  his  commands.  On 
thefe  occafions  he  always  fcemed  abfolute.  If 
he  difcovered  any  figns  of  fear  in  his  men,  his 
affe&ion  for  them  dtcreafed  ;  but  thole  who 
appeared  courageous,  who  could  return  blow 
for  blow,  and  hold  out  to  the  lad,  were  his 
darlings. 

In  one  place  where  he  was  quartered,  he  ex- 
preffed  furpriie  on  feeing  .filver  fpoons  at  ta- 
ble-, advifed  the  proprietor  to  conceal  them; 
and  a ffu red  him,  though  unneceffarily,  that 
while  he  was  prefent  nothing  fhould  be  en- 
dangered. A  brigade  of  infantry  bearing  tro- 
phies they  had  taken,  fuch  as  tobacco-pipes 
mounted  with  filver,  canes,  &c.  happening 
to  pals  through  the  place  where  he  wras  lying, 
he  ordered  the  guards  to  be  doubled,  the  doors 
to  be  barricadoed,  and  difpatched  his  adjutants 
to  drive  the  bees  (fo  were  the  French  infantry 
commonly  called  in  Franconia)  from  the  courts 
and  gardens  already  occupied  by  his  troops. 
The  adjutants  at  fir  ft  were  laughed  at,  and 
told  by  the  new  comers  that  they  had  no  com- 
mand over  them.  They,  however,  maintain- 
ed their  ground ;  and  La  Barbee  fhewed  him- 
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elf  at  a  window  in  his  full  accoutrements, 
which  kept  the  plunderers  in  awe.  They  per- 
haps curfed  him  in  their  hearts  for  his  interfe- 
rence:  but  the  place  by  his  preience  and  firm 
condudl  was  faved. 

At  firft  he  (hewed  much  diftruft,  from 
which  no  French  officer  feemed  to  be  free. 
The  matter  of  the  houfe  was  always  obliged 
to  tafle  every  dilh  before  they  would  touch  ir. 
When  La  Barbee  faw  in  any  village  that  the 
inhabitants  were  ready  to  entertain  him  and 
his  people,  he  never  demanded  from  them 
things  knpoffible  to  be  procured.  The  words 
4<  We  have  no  oats/'  if  uttered  ferioufly,  and 
founded  in  truth,  of  which  however  he  occa- 
fionally  wifhed  to  have  ocular  demonftration, 
were  fufficient  to  induce  him  to  fend  his  de- 
tachments to  forage  in  another  quarter. 

What  authority  a  humane  commander  may 
have  over  inhuman  troops,  and  that  he  can 
keep  up  ftridt  difcipline  among  raw,  licentious 
foldiers,  was  (hewn  alfo  by  Barbier,  a  colonel 
of  huffars.  His  regiment  was  compofed  chief- 
ly of  Alfacians  and  German  Lotharingians, 
who,  in  general,  behaved  with  more  cruelty 
to  the  Franconian  peafants  than  real  French- 
men:  they,  above  all,  (hewed  an  infatiable 
thirft  of  gold,  and  a  propenfity  to  thieving, 
which  had  become  as  it  were  a  fecond  nature. 
But  Barbier  and  other  officers  of  his  regiment, 
who  entertained  the  like  fentiments  as  himfelfv 
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particularly  young  captain  Becker,  knew, 
when  neceffary,  with  their  fabres  in  their 
hands,  how  to  preferve  or  reftore  order.  A 
corporal  of  huilars  once  broke  open  an  old 
wine  cafk,  which  a  peafant  had  filled  with  dif- 
ferent articles  of  drefs,  and  fecreted  the  con- 
tents.  The  peafant  went  and  complained  to 
Captain  Becker,  who  was  then  at  dinner.  In* 
cenfed  at  the  fcandalous  behaviour  of  his  pet- 
ty officer,  he,  with  the  utmoft  readinefs,  fol- 
lowed the  complainant  to  his  houfe.  The  cul- 
prit, however,  denied  the  charge.  The  pea- 
fant was  then  folemnly  afked,  with  a  threat  of 
being  foundly  cudgelled  fhould  the  accufed 
appear  innocent,  whether  the  corporal  was  re- 
ally the  thief.  Having  anfwered  in  the  affi-nv*- 
ative,  the  captain  applied  his  fabre  to  the  cor- 
poral's back,  and  repeated  his  blows,  till  he 
pointed  out  every  corner  of  the.  houfe  where 
he  had  concealed  the  articles.  They  were  all 
recovered ;  and  the  robber  received  a  fevere 
le&ure,  united  with  fome  farther  corre£tionf, 
for  fetting  fo  bad  an  example  before  the  fol- 
diers  whom  he  commanded.  As  hint  only 
would  have  been  nectflary  to  make  Barbier  do*. 
with  his  own  hands,  what  was  here  done  by 
one  of  his  fubalterns. — He  poffefTes  an  agree- 
able figure-,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  fci- 
encesj  Has  a  decided  partialicy  for  the  fine 
arts,  and  in  particular  for  the  goddefs  of  har- 
mony. One  will  rarely  find.more  cultivation, , 
C.  3  more. 
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more  affability,  or  more  love  of  order  in  any 
ftaff-officer  whatever. 


THE  FRENCH  CAVALRY. 

THESE  in  general  had  not  fuch  vigilant 
commanders ;  and  many  of  the  officers  were 
as  avaricious  and  fond  of  plunder  as  the  com- 
mon men.  On  the  28th  of  July,  an  officer, 
accompanied  by  a  trumpeter  and  fix  men,  rode 
from  Wipfeld  to  Gerolzhofen,  to  exchange 
an  Imperial  commiffary.  On  his  return  he 
flopped  at  Zeilkzheim,  near  the  clergyman's 
houic,  and,  having  fixed  his  eyes  on  it  for  fomc 
time,  laid  to  the  bailiff,  "  Don't  the  pallor 
live  there?  He  muft  have  plenty  ot  mo- 
ney !"  "  No,"  replied  the  bailiff,  "  he  has 
been  plundered  already."  "  That  is  nothing," 
returned  the  officer,  '*  he  undoubtedly  has 
"  more — We  (hall  foon  find  it."  This  threat 
made  the  clergyman  feek  fafety  by  flight ;  and 
when  the  cfficer  arrived  at  the  houfe  it  was 
empty. 

General  Mortier  and  two  other  generals  be- 
ing quartered  for  fqme  days  with  the  dean  of 
Flay  bach,  the  for/ner  tormented  the  old  man 
till  'he  almoft  expired,  and  threatened  to  put 
him  to  death  if  he  did  not  inftantly  procure 
him  money.     The  dean  was  actually  obliged 
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to  kneel,  in  expectation  of  the  fatal  blow  ;  for, 
having  been  already  plundered,  as  well  as  ever;/ 
other  perfon  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  raife  even  a  few  Carolines.  An 
officer  advifed  him  to  give  up  all  he  had,  as 
orders  were  already  iffued  by  Mortier  that  the 
laft  troop  of  his  corps  (hould  let  fire  to  the 
village.  In  (hort,  fix  Carolines  were  procured  j 
and  the  general,  when  he  faw  them,  at  length 
fuffered  a  few  rays  of  companion  to  beam  forth 
in  his  countenance. 


*- 


THE   CHASSEURS. 

THESE  at  firft  were  moft  dreaded,  not 
on  account  of  their  ftern  appearance  (for,  in 
general,  they  were  far  from  being  ill-looked), 
but  on  account  of  the  wretchednefs  of  their 
cloathing,  which  hung  down  in  rags;  and 
thence  people,  too  readily,  concluded  by  what 
fpirit  they  were  aftuated.  For  the  moft  part 
they  were  faithful  companions  of  the  infantry, 
when  thefe  plundered  a  village  or  paid  a  vific 
to  the  churches.  If  a  troop  of  foot  foldiers 
advanced  on  one  fide,  a  body  of  chaileurs 
were  fure  to  throng  forwards  on  the  other  ;  or, 
if  the  village  lay  in  a  hollow,  to  poft  them- 
fclves  on  fome  neighbouring  eminence,  to  be 
ready  to  affift  on  the  firft  fignal.  Their  place 
C  4  of 
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of  exercife  was  the  beautiful  plains  around 
Schweinfurt;  where  if  a  man,s  head  appeared 
above  the  corn,  a  party  fprung  forwards,  and 
the  poor  wanderer  was  hunted  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood.  On  their  arrival,  they  feemed  in- 
tent on  filhing  for  gold  •,  and  wherever  they 
entered  they  fought  after  nothing  elfe.  When 
the  infantry  broke  open  repofuories  in  which 
ihey  fufpe&ed  there  were  clothes  and  linen, 
the  vagabond  chaffeurs  (on  their  retreat  they 
were  a  little  more  flri£t)  were  at  firft  content- 
ed with  opening  writing-defks;  and  they  ihewed 
themfelves  very  expert  in  their  bufinefs,  by 
fparing  elegant  furniture  when  they  found 
reafon  to  do  fo;  but  flill  they  never  failed  to 
gratify  their  inquifitorial  fpirit.  The  objects 
of  their  requifition  were  Sometimes  carriages, 
fometimes  oxen  and  fheep,  and  fometimes  pro- 
vifions.  Were  people  fo  inexperienced  or 
foolifh  as  to  purchafe  exemption  by  a  few  do- 
zen of  Carolines,  another  troop  appeared,  in 
the  ccurfe  of  fome  hours,  with  a  new  requifi- 
tion, and  received  alfo  a  portion  in  ready  mo- 
ney.  If  one  voluntarily  refigned  to  them  a 
cart-load  of  articles  with  the  cart  and  horfes, 
they  generally  offered  to  allow  the  owner  to 
redeem  the  whole  on  the  fpot ;  but  if  he  was 
fo  imprudent  as  to  agree  to  their  propofal,  he 
loft  both  his  money  and  his  property.  If  two 
parties  entered  a  village  at  the  lame  time,  the 
Itronger  party  aflembled  the  inhabitants  in  a 

certain 
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certain  fpot,  and  amufed  them  fo  agreeably, 
that  the  other  party  could  perform  their  domi- 
ciliary vifits  without  the  fmalleft  interruption. 
It  is  highly  worthy  of  remark,  that  two  chaf- 
feurs,  while  the  reft  were  anwfingthe  people- 
at  the  palace,  went  to  the  parfonage-houfe  of 
Euerbach  at  the  fame  time,  where  there  was 
nobody  but  the  maid  fervant,  and,  though  the 
doors,  chefls,  and  coffers  ftood  ail  open,  re- 
turned  again  without  touching  the  fmalleft  ar- 
ticle. A  rare  exception,  perhaps,  from  the 
general  rule  ! — No  corps  concluded  themfelves 
with  more  ambiguity  than 


THE    DRAGOONS. 


In  fome  places  they  behaved  like  libertines,, 
in  others  like  honeft  men.  On  their  firft  ap* 
proach,  the  terrible  appearance  of  the  horfe- 
tails  in  their  caps  was  of  excellent  fervice  to 
them.  Wherever  they  entered,  the  inhabitants 
fled;  and  thefe  gentry  in  houfes  and  barns 
found  a  clear  itage  for  their  exhibitions.  The 
depraved  fentiments  of  the  officers  completed 
the  mifery  of  the  villages  which  they  entered* 
The  commandant  of  the  firft  regiment,  who 
was  far  from  being  a  man  of  the  nobleft  ideas,, 
kept  his  people  under  fo  little  difcipline  ac 
Sennfeld,  that  they  indulged  in  every  excefs,, 
The  commandant  himfelf,  a  hoary  finner,  mal- 
treated the  magiftrates,  in  order  to  extort  from 
them  a  fum  of  money  y  and  who  knows  how 
C  5  fa*. 
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far  they  might  have  proceeded,  had  not  the 
vigilant  captain  Jollet,  on  a  requeft  made  by 
Walther  the  clergyman,  taken  up  the  caufe, 
induced  the  commandant  to  alter  his  conduct, 
and  releafed  the  magiilrates!  Ic  was  dragoons 
who  plundered  the  clergyman  at  Kolitzeim, 
and  opprefled  the  people  by  demanding  eighty- 
two  Carolines  at  one  time.  It  was  dragoons 
alfo  who  alarmed  Zeilitzheim  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  July.  Four  of  therp  came  at  midnight 
to  the  houfe  of  Lembfer  the  clergyman,  and 
aiked  very  civiily  for  beer  or  wine.  The  cler- 
gyman was  defirous  of  reaching  it  to  them 
from  the  window  5  but  they  gave  him  fofcly 
to  underftand  that  they  wifhed  to  be  admitted 
into  the  houfe.  He  then  opened  the  door,  and 
proceeded  to  the  cellar;  but  fcarce  had  he  re- 
turned when  they  threw  afide  the  ma(k,  and, 
holding  their  fabres  to  his  breaft  and  throat, 
demanded  twenty  Carolines.  All  remonftrance 
being  in  vain,  he  unlocked  his  deik  i  from 
which  they  took  his  money  and  his  filver 
buckles.  Not  contented  with  this  booty,  they 
feemed  preparing  to  iearch  him,  when  a  tap 
lit  the  window,  and  the  watch- word  from  iome 
of  their  comrades,  obliged  them  to  make  a 
fpeedy  retreat.  At  the  fame  time,  another 
party  had  plundered  the  magiilrates  and  bur- 
gomafters  of  fome  hundreds  of  dollars.  After 
this  they  departed. 

The  riches  of  thefc  dragoons  may  therefore 
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be  ealily  accounted  for.  Many  of  them  have, 
made  their  fortunes,  if  ftolcn  goods  thrive  bet- 
ter in  France  than  in  Germany.  In  the  place 
where  I  re  fide,  one  of  them,  according  to  the 
teftimony  of  five  of  his  comrades,  loft  one 
evening  at  play  240  Carolines.  In  all  proba- 
'  bility  he  could  not  fo  loon  indemnify  himfelf 
by  plunder,  and  no  doubt  reflected  afterwards 
with  forrow  on  his  folly.  -By  prudent  manage- 
ment, many  of  thefe  libertines  were  obliged  to 
behave  better;  but  1  was  aftonifhed  to  hear 
one  of  their  officers,  to  whom  1  often  exprefled 
my  firm  belief  in  the  honefty  of  the  dragoons, 
fay,  C£  My  comrades  are  as  great  fcoundrels 
as  the  reft,  especially  thole  emitted  as  volun- 
teers fincc  the  revolution. M  This  was  con- 
firmed by  another  officer,  who  often  whifpered 
to  me  the  following  caution:  c<  In  the  time 
of  war  be  on  your  guard  ;  tor  every  foldier 
is  a  thief."  And  the  dragoons  themfelves, 
when  the  people  in  the  villages  praifed  their 
condudt  as  (uperior  to  that  of  the  plundering; 
infantry,  gave  them  this  coniblation,  m  Waic 
a  little,  farmer — at  prefent  we  keep  our 
hands  clean ;  but  when  we  return,  we  fhall 
make  as  good  ufe  of  them  as  thole  who  march 
on  foot." 

Some  regiments,    indeed,    of  thefe   troops 

difplayed  in  Franconia  a  far  nobler  behaviour 

— that  is,   to  fpeak  more  intelligibly,  they  did 

not  plunder  becauie  they  durft  not  in  the  pre- 
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fence  of  their  chiefs,  who  were  warriors,  and 
not  common  robbers.  But,  according  to  my 
own  experience  and  that  of  my  friends,  many 
dragoons  made  an  honourable  exception  to  the 
general  rule;  and  even  if  they  (hewed  a  bet- 
ter difpofnion  through  force,  the  more  honour 
is  due  to  their  chiefs,  who  were  able  to  reftrain 
thefe  intraftable  libertines,  and  to  preferve 
ftri&er  discipline  than  many  generals  perhaps 
wilhed. 


HUSSARS. 

A  FINE  corps,  but  of  a  motley  complexion,, 
Some  regiments  were  almoft  entirely  compofed 
of  Alfacians  and  German  Lotharingians;  and 
thefe  fhewed  particular  enmity  to  the  peacea- 
ble peafants*  More  unpolifhed  beings  both 
in  language  and  behaviour  could  hardly  be 
found  ;  and  many  of  the  officers  were  not  a 
degree  better.  Some  fhare  of  ftiffnefs  and  mi- 
litary hauteur  may  be  excufed  in  an  officer  of 
huflars ;  but  the  refined  chief  will  always  be 
preferred  to  the  unformed  fwaggerer,  who  can 
talk  of  nothing  but  wine,  women,  and  fight- 
ing; and  who  confiders  the  monotonous  found 
of  the  trumpet  as  the  moft  agreeable  mufic. 
One  beautiful  regiment  of  huflars  is  command- 
ed by  a  brother  of  Merlin  de  Thionville,  who 

among 
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among  his  men  has  a  moft  infamous  chara<fteri 
They  publicly  and  loudly  reviled  him  in  my 
hearing  as  a  very  worthlefs  fellow.  Perhaps, 
if  the  truth  were  known,  he  is  only  a  ftrong 
friend  to  order,  and  an  enforcer  of  difcipline, 
and  on  that  account  hated  by  the  foldiers,  who 
confider  lenity  ftiewn  to  the  defencelefs  as  fol- 
ly, and  protection  granted  to  property  as  an 
offence.  The  worthy  Barbier  himfelf,  com- 
mandant of  the  fecond  regiment  of  huffars,  be- 
caufe  an  enemy  to  diforder,  is  not  perhaps  fo 
much  loved  and  efteemed  by  his  people  as  he 
deferves.  That  the  huffars,  notwithstanding 
all  the  vigilance  of  their  commanders,  knew 
how  to  accomplifh  their  favourite  plan,  that 
of  hunting  for  other  people's  money  and  pro- 
perty, can  be  attefted  by  the  commune  of  Kro- 
nungen.  Barbier  had  one  day  fent  a  body 
thither  to  demand  oats.  The  bailiff  confider- 
ed  this  only  as  a  pretence  for  procuring  money, 
and  inftead  of  oats  offered  them  fome  Carolines. 
This  offer  was  refufed  by  the  commanding  of- 
ficer, who  perfifted  in  his  requisition  ♦,  whiie 
the  bailiff  was  aftonifhed  that  the  French  ca- 
valry for  the  firft  time  reje&ed  Carolines  and 
accepted  of  oats.  About  midnight,  however, 
the  fame  huffars,  while  their  chiefs  were  afleep, 
appeared  a  fecond  time  at  Kronungen,  and  ac- 
cepted the  Carolines  which  had  been  before 
proffered,  even  with  fome  addition ;  fo  that 
the  purfes  of  the  inhabitants  were  rendered  at 

once 
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once  twenty  Carolines  lighter.  But  few  of  them 
certainly  ever  went  to  France  ;  for  it  was  this 
regiment,  formerly  that  of  Chamberon,  which 
on  the  heights  near  Teinigen,  was,  together 
with  Bernardotte,  driven  into  the  hotted  of 
the  fire,  and  fuftained  great  lofs. 

"  Where  are  our  troops  ?"  faid  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  whofe  regiment  though  weak  had  four. 
— "  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Ratifbon,"  re- 
plied L — uAlasP  anfwered  the  experienced 
veteran,  (C  before  we  can  join  them  they  will 
"  be  beat."  And  indeed  his  predi&ion  was  al- 
moft  literally  fulfilled.  Scarcely  had  he  fee 
out  to  follow  them,  when  that  action  took 
place  in  which  his  regiment  had  fo  critical  a 
part  to  perform,  after  having  in  five  days 
marched  from  JVIentz  to  Bamberg, 


HEAVY    CAVALRY. 

THESE,  perfectly  fimiUr  in  every  thing- 
to  the  rett  of  their  brethren,  thought  of  no- 
thing but  enriching  themfelves,  and  employed 
every  fcheme  poffibie  to  relieve  the  peafants 
from  the  burthen  of  their  property.  The 
horfes  even  were  not  fatisfied  with  hay  of  the 
beft  quality.  They  were  fed  with  lentils. 
Straw  was  too  hard  for  them  to  reft  upon ; 
they  were  littered  with  clover  and  hay  :  and 

many 
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many  places,  fuch  asNiederwehrn,  Oberndorf, 
Eggenhaufen,  and  Schnekenwerth,  though 
they  had  been  already  plundered  three  or  four 
times,  were  obliged  to  provide  quarters  for 
three  regiments  during  ten  days.  When  every 
other  kind  of  fodder  failed,  its  place  was  fup- 
plied  by  unthrefhed  maize.  Some  chiefs  of 
this  corps  exerted  themfelves  to  proted:  the 
peaceable  and  liberal  farmers  from  the  imper- 
tinence of  the  horfemen  -,  but  many  of  them 
had  their  hands  tied,  as  was  the  cafe  with  Bon- 
naud  and  others  of  the  like  difpofition.  The 
horfeman  ftole,  and  ill-ufed  his  landlord;  of- 
fered violence  to  his  wife,  daughter,  and  maid; 
converted  the  beft  apartment  of  his  houfe  into 
a  ftable ;  and  cauied  the  irrational  animals  to 
render  ufclefs  that  corn  which  he  durft  not 
publicly  deftroy. 

In  this  corps,  however,  there  were  men  of 
exalted  minds.  A  horfeman  at  Oberndorf 
faid  one  day  to  his  landlord,  "  Farmer,  you 
have  concealed  your  money,  but  you  muft 
remove  it  to  foine  other  place,  for  it  is  not  fafe 
where  it  is."  The  peafant  denied  that  he  had 
any  money  ;  but  the  ibldier  gave  him  the  like 
admonition  a  fecond  time,  and  told  him  that 
he  had  concealed  it  in  the  dunghill.  The  pea- 
fant, when  he  heard  this,  feemed  as  much  af- 
toniflied  as  if  he  had  dropped  from  the  clouds; 
and  without  fufpe&ing  that  the  horfeman  had 
been  conduced  to  the  buried  treafure  in  the 
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moft  natural  manner  poflible,  imagined  that- 
he  was  either  a  necromancer  or  a  magician. 
«c  Sir,"  faid  he  to  the  horfeman,  after  fome 
paufe,  "  you  (hall  have  two  Carolines  for  your 
good  counfel ;  but  tell  me,  I  pray,  how  you 
was  let  into  the  fecret  ?"  u  Your  own  fervant ; 
betrayed  you,"  returned  the  foldier.  "  "  Go 
direftly  and  fetch  your  bag;  I  wifti  to  give 
my  comrades  fome  drink-money ."  The  far- 
mer, upon  this,  flily  removed  his  treafure  in  1 
the  abfence  of  his  fervant,  who  went  to  the 
foldier  in  the  night-time  and  reminded  him  of 
their  agreement  to  dig  it  up  and  divide  the 
plunder.  They  proceeded  to  the  fpot ;  but 
the  traitor,  after  repeated  digging,  found  that 
the  bird  was  flown-,  and  the  foldier's  heavy 
fabre  applied  to  his  back,  reminded  him, 
much  better  than  his  broken  German,  that  he 
had  not  only  betrayed  his  truft  and  honour, 
but  been  unfaithful  to  his  partner.  The 
Frenchman,  highly  pleaied  with  this  exploit, 
returned  to  his  hoft,  who,  after  much  entreaty, 
at  length  prevailed  upon  him  to  accept  the.; 
two  Carolines. — The  reader  will  no  doubt  re- 
joice with  me,  after  lb  many  fcandalous  ac- 
tions, to  meet  with  fo  exalted  an  inftance  of* 
magnanimity* — Of  the  French 

ARTILLERY 

I  can  fay  very  little    good.      Their  fidelity 
and  honefty  were  not  fuch  as  to  make  me  wifh 

to 
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to  have  them  as  neighbours;  and  on  account 
of  their  dexterity  I  fhould  not  choofe  them  for 
opponents.  They,  however,  fometimes  mif- 
fed the  mark  ;  and  this  was  common  to  them 
as  well  as  to  the  molt  expert  (hooters.  They 
are  faicl  to  have  behaved  with  decency;  but  I 
am  forry  I  cannot  fay  the  fame  thing  from  my 
own  experience.  Unfortunately,  however,  1 
can  from  experience  fay,  that 

THE  WAGGON-DRIVERS 

Were  the  uglieftand  mod  intradable  beings 
in  the  world.  I  remember  to  have  read,  not 
1  jng  ago,  that  the  people  in  Germany  were 
much  aftonifhcd  at  the  ftriking  and  almoft  ftu- 
pid  phyfiognomies  of  the  Pruffian  waggon-dri- 
vers, who  principally  came  from  Poland,  or 
the  borders  of  that  country  ;  but  the  Franco* 
nians  were  more  aftonifhed  at  the  French  wag- 
gon drivers,  who  with  human  features  behaved 
worfe  chan  the  Huns.  When  a  band  of  thefe 
quitted  the  camp,  it  was  generally  in  compa- 
ny with  fome  of  the  infantry  and  artillery-men  •, 
and  wretched  was  the  fate  of  that  place  which 
they  attacked.  I  (hall  never  forget  the  features 
of  one  of  thefe  waggon-diivcrs,  named  Rollet^ 
whofe  filhouette  or  profile  the  late  Mufaeus, 
on  clofer  infpeftion,  would  not  have  failed  to 
introduce  into  his  Phyfiognomical  Travels.  A 
more  vulgar  figure  can  icarcely  be  imagined. 
With  a  mien  which  befpoke  the  utmoit  fin- 
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cerity,  he  faid  to  me  one  day,  "  Be  not  afraid 
- — you  are  in  no  danger — for  we  are  honeft 
men."  Yet  thefe  honeft  men  could  not  endure 
to  fee  the  people  of  the  place  guarding  my 
apartment;  and  feemed  to  be  in  the  urmoft 
fury  when  the  court-gate,  which  thefe  honeft 
waggon-drivers  had  carefully  fhut,  was  again 
opened  by  the  vigilant  peafants.  O  !  the 
French  magnanimity  ! 

Monfieur  Rollet  well  knew  how  to  aft  his 
part  on  every  occafion.  All  his  company  be- 
ing afiembled  for  the  execution  of  a  concerted 
plan,  becaufe  he  found  that  I  wilhed  to  defeat 
his  fchemes  by  my  filence,  he  began  by  re- 
peating three  or  four  times,  **  You  and  I  are 
already  well  acquainted— We  refided  a  long 
time  together  in  a  monaftery  at  Paris — You 
are  an  emigrant/'  By  good  luck  I  had  around 
me  a  fufficiency  of  living  witneffes,  who  were 
ready  to  fecond  me,  and  to  make  him  afharne'd, 
if  his  cheeks  had  been  fufceptible  of  a  blufh. 
That  being  the  cafe,  he  was  iucceeded  by  a 
favagc-iooking  volunteer,  befpattered  with 
blood,  who  touched  a  more  ferious  firing. 
Some  one,  he  faid,  in  my  houfe  had  fecreted 
his  fabre  which  he  had  loft  y  and  he  was  deter- 
mined to  be  revenged  by  fire  and  plunder. 
Every  thing  was  laid  that  could  be  faid,  and 
at  laft  they  were  permitted  to  do  whatever  they 
thought  proper.  The  continual  vigilance  of 
the  people,  however,  who  were  affembled,  de- 
feated 
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feated  their  plan,  which  they  no  doubt  accom- 
piiihed  with  more  fuccefs  in  fome  other  place; 
for  they  came  back  accompanied  by  a  cart 
loaded  wkh  ftolen  goods.  Even  the  fhirts 
which  they  wore  were  fluffed  with  articles  of 
every  kind  ;  and  their  girdles,  if  not  full,  were 
at  lead  not  empty.  Their  plunder  in  fhort 
confided  of  hats,  fhirts,  {lockings,  jackets, 
whips,  and  (hoes  together  with  boors ;  and 
thole  wha~wore  them  were  fo  intoxicated  with 
wine,  that  they  were  fcarcely  able  to  ftand  up- 
right. Though  their  whole  plan  had  been 
rendered  abortive,  we  were  obliged  to  facrifice 
to  them  a  cart,  and  to  give  them  a  double  al- 
lowance of  provifions.  They  departed  with  a 
promife  of  paying  us  a  vifit  fome  other  day; 
but  fortunately  they  were  obliged  in  the  night- 
time  to  proceed  on  their  march. 

A  cannoneer  belonging  to  this  fele&  band 
came  one  day  and  addrefied  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing friendly  exprefficn  :  "  You  have  no- 
thing to  fear — I  (hall  remain  here  till  all  thefe 
rogues"  (fo  he  called  his  companions)  u  are 
gon<»  from  the  place.3'  On  this  honeft  man's 
promife  I  indeed  depended  too  much  :  he 
broke  into  a  refpe&able  houfe,  which  he  plun- 
dered,  and  as  fortune  would  have  it  1  never 
law  him  again  ! 

It  was  empty  ftomachs  that  induced  thefe 
birds  to  fly  abroad,  and  with  full  waggons  they 
returned  home.  What  the  chaffeurs,  dragoons, 
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hufiTars,  heavy  cavalry,  and  infantry  had  left 
behind  was  by  them  completely  carried  off. 

MonfieurDeleftre,  their  condu&or,  received 
one  day  very  Arid  orders  ^  and  he  was  much 
offended  that  the  neighbouring  commanders 
had  declared  they  would  make  him  anfwerable 
for  any  excefs  that  might  be  committed  by 
his  people.  That  parody  of  the  Marfeilloife 
march,  Allons^  enfans^  au  pillage  *,  which  he 
repeated  and  fung  to  me  while  walking  toge- 
ther, feems  ftill  to  be  refounding  in  my  ears* 
That  fong,  together  with  an  expreffion  which 
he  ufed  when  fpeaking  of  his  comrade  Cou- 
pigny,  who  appeared  to.  be  a  man  of  more 
honefty,  u  With  that — — one  can  obtain  no* 
thing,"  was  enough  to  put  people  on  their 
guard  5  We  had,  however,  no  further  expe- 
rience of  his  chara£ter.  Polite  French  offi- 
cers, when  quartered  in  refpedtable  houfes, 
were  pleafant  and  agreeable  companions;. 
but  Deleftre  with  his  drawn  fword  would 
ftorm  at  the  door  of  his  quarters  like  any 
waggon-driver.  Polite  officers  appeared,  at 
leaft  at  table,  in  a  decent  dreis  ;  but  Deleftre 
had  fcarcely  Ihoes  or  (lockings.  He  was 
born  at  Arras,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  re- 
lations fell  a  facrifice  to  the  guillotine  during 
the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre. 

*  To  plunder,  my  boys,  let  us  go. 

SATZt 
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SAFEGUARDS. 


ONE  may  readily  comprehend  what  muft 
have  been  the  fituation  of  the  unfortunate 
peafants  when  expofed  to  the  plundering  and 
extortion  of  thefe  troops.  They  were  how- 
ever not  all  fo  deftitute  of  forefight  as  their 
countrymen  on  the  borders  of  the  circle  of 
Franconia  ;  and  fome  of  them,  more  prudent, 
who  put  no  faith  in  the  flattering  declarations 
of  Jourdan,  but  liftened  rather  to  the  loud 
and  general  complaint  of  the  bad  behaviour 
of  the  French  foldiers,  on  their  entrance  into 
Germany,  were  able  to  fave  a  great  part  of 
their  property  and  their  ready  money  by  con- 
cealing it  or  burying  it  in  the  earth.  Others, 
who  entertained  higher  ideas  of  the  folema 
aflurances  of  a  fuperior  officer,  if  not  de- 
fended and  protedted  by  a  fafeguard,  loft  more 
than  they  will  ever  be  able  to  regain.  Such 
protection  in  general  came  too  late. 

Keller,  the  adminiftrator  at  Bonnland,  was 
plundered,  and  fo  ill  treated  that  he  preferred 
flying  almoft  naked  into  the  woods,  to  the  ftill 
harder  fate  which  he  would  have  experienced 
from  thefe  defperadoes.  He  was  at  length 
delivered  by  general  Grenier,  who  fent  in 
fearch  of  the  tormented  fugitive,  and  had  him 
conduced  back  in  fafety  to  his  defolated  man- 
fion.  From  that  worthy  officer  he  obtained 
a  fafeguard,  who  remained  with  him  till  the 
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French  retreated  ;  and  who  on  this  occafion, 
when  another  band  wifhed  to  break  into  the 
court-houfe  in  order  to  plunder  it,  gave  them 
two  Carolines  out  of  their  own  pockets 
to  prevent  them  from  executing  their  pur- 
pofe. 

Far  different  were  the  ideas  and  behaviour 
of  a  huffar  left  by  general  Jacobin,  when  re- 
treating, as  a  fafeguard  to  the  court-houfe  at 
Vorcheim.  Scarcely  had  the  general  got  be- 
yond the  walls  of  the  city,  when  thefe  truffcy 
Safeguards  thronged  into  the  adminiftrator's 
apartment,  and  demanded  a  Caroline  for  the 
fervice  they  were  obliged  to  perform  :  a  larger 
fum  was  promifed  to  them  when  they  had 
difcharged  their  duty  ;  but  they  would  liften 
to  no  reafoning,  and  extorted  the  money 
which  they  demanded.  They  then  hurried 
to  the  kitchen,  and  tormented  the  domeftics 
in  order  that  they  might  difcover  where  their 
mailer  had  concealed  his  filver  and  gold. 

A  horfeman,  left  as  a  fafeguard  at  Nie- 
derwehrn,  went  to  Bergreinfeld,  contrary  to 
his  orders,  becaufehe  had  been  there  promifed 
better  living.  At  the  fame  place  many  fafe- 
guards  of  the  infantry  not  only  overlooked, 
excefTes  committed  by  their  comrades,  but 
indulged  in  plundering  alio  •,  which  occalioned 
the  utmoft  degree  of  confufion- 

In  another  place  a  dragoon  of  the  7th  regi- 
ment not  only  required  eight  or  nine  Carolines 

for 
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for  twenty-four  hours'  fervice,  but  robbed,  by 
the  way,  the  guide  who  went  to  fhow  him  to 
a  neighbouring  village,  and  who  was  only  a 
poor  man. 

The  Imperial  town  of  Sennfeld  had  a  fafe- 
guard  who  remained  eight  days,  and  who 
every  morning  extorted  eight  Carolines,  threat- 
ening unlefs  they  were  paid  to  leave  the  place 
immediately. 

An  adtive  fergeant  of  Mercier's  brigade, 
who  with  his  men  was  Rationed  at  Obbach, 
behaved  however  with  far  more  honour  and 
honefty.  He  defended  the  place  with  the  bed 
fuccefs  from  the  extortion  of  marauders  ;  kept 
his  people  under  the  fevered  discipline  ;  was 
perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  legal  douceur  which 
he  received;  and  promifed,  in  cafe  of  a  re- 
treat, which  as  an  experienced  foldier  he 
thought  not  only  poflible,  but  even  probable, 
to  a<&  again  as  a  lafeguard  if  there  Ihould  be 
any  danger.  Scarcely  had  his  divifion  reached 
Schweinfurt,  after  a  very  fatiguing  march, 
when  he  haftened  to  diicharge  his  promife 
like  an  honeft  man;  and  exerted  himieif,  by 
writing  to  his  fuperior  officer,  to  procure  pro- 
tection for  the  place,  which  had  been  fo  un- 
mercifully plundeied,  though  this  protection 
was  rendered  unnecefiary,  as  the  divifion  of 
Le  Fevre  was  ordered  to  advance  in  an  ob- 
lique direction  through  the  mountains. 

Colonel  La  Barbee  left  at  Euerbach  a  fafe^ 

guard 
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guard  of  three  men ;  two  of  whom,  Dit,  who 
was  in  the  Mentz  infantry  during  the  firft 
affair  at  Spier,  and  brigadier  Boffignol,  diftin- 
guiftied  themfdves  very  much  by  their  good 
conduct.  Under  their  protedtion  the  place 
was  fo  well  defended  that  the  inhabitants  could 
follow  their  occupation  without  dread,  and 
were  able  to  bring  home  in  fafety  the  pro- 
ductions of  their  fields.  The  latter  departed 
with  relu&ance,  and  was  fo  well  fatisfied  that, 
like  the  a&ive  fergeant,  he  promifed  to  return 
in  cafe  of  a  retreat  to  aft  as  a  guard  again. 
His  regiment  having  arrived,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  within  three  miles  of  Schweinfurt, 
he  rode  four  miles  further,  notwithftanding 
the  darknefs  of  the  night :  and  indeed  he  could 
not  have  appeared  at  a  more  feafonable  time ; 
for  that  day,  and  ftill  more  the  following 
night,  when  the  park  of  artillery  retreated, 
were  the  moft  turbulent  periods  for  Euerbactu 
His  prefence  infpired  confidence  and  courage, 
and  the  fmalleft  excefs  was  not  committed  by 
the  efcort,  though  extremely  numerous.  This 
man,  to  whom  the  place  was  indebted  in  a 
great  meafure  for  its  tranquillity,  enjoyed 
fweet  repofe,  a  ftranger  to  that  dread  which 
his  profligate  comrades  entertained  of  the  pea- 
fants,  in  the  midft  of  thole  perfons  who  loved 
him  as  their  prote&or,  and  did  not  awake 
until  the  town  was  entered  by  the  advanced 
polls  of  the  Imperial  army.  He  met  however 
4  with 
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with  a  very  friendly  reception  from  colonel 
von  Gottefheim  of  the  Imperial  hufTars,  to 
whom  he  was  recommended  by  the  magiftrates 
and  the  inhabitants  whofe  property  he  had 
protected. 

Many  officers  made  very  high  demands  for 
their  fafeguards,  and  the  people  readily  com- 
plied with  them  when  their  perfons  and  pro- 
perty were  iecured.  But  men  fuch  as  La 
Barbee  and  Jollet  were  in  this  refpect  perfectly 
difinterefted,  and  were  fatisfied  with  the  fin- 
cere  good  withes  which  accompanied  them 
when  they  departed. 

It  is  incredible  how  much  weight  a  dragoon 
fafeguard  had  with  the  volunteers,  and  how 
much  he  was  refpe£ted  as  foon  as  he  appeared 
to  difcharge  his  duty  in  earned.  Of  this  I 
mylclf  was  a^wicnefs.  My  habitation  had 
almoft  fallen  a  facrifice  to  thefe  vagabonds  ; 
but  by  good  luck  we  difcovered  their  march, 
which  was  diredted  to  the  church,  before  they 
had  reached  the  gate.  The  fafeguard  im- 
mediately accompanied  me  thither  with  the 
utmoft  expedition.  "  Stop,  comrade/'  faid 
he  to  the  leader  of  the  band,  4C  thefe  are  my 
quarters- — There  is  nothing  here  for  you." 
Thefe  words  made  no  very  agreeable  impref. 
fion  on  ears  that  expe&ed  a  different  tone. 
The  chief,  with  his  arms  folded  over  each 
other,  under  which  were  difplayed  his  piftols 
and  fabre,  fuppreffed  his  paffion  -9  and  looking 
D  with 
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with  a  four  afpeft  at  the  inhabitants  who  were 
afiembled  around  us,  at  length  afked — "  What 
muit  we  do?"  "  That  is  not  my  bufinefs," 
replied  the  fafeguard,  "  but  this  place  you 
fliall  not  touch."  "  Where  then  (hall  we  go  ?" 
faid  the  other;  "  You  mud  look  to  that  your- 
felf,"  added  the  fafeguard.  The  party  then 
civilly  afked  for  victuals  and  drink,  with  both 
of  which  they  were  fupplied  ;  but  their  con- 
ductor in  the  mean  time  bethought  himfelf  of 
a  fubterfuge,  and  pretended  that  the  fafeguard 
might  perhaps  be  an  impofior,  becaufe  he  did 
not  appear  in  his  full  accoutrements.  This 
hint  was  fufficient.  After  being  abfent  a  few 
minutes  he  returned  in  complete  armour  ;  and 
the  whole  banditti,  for  they  bore  a  much 
greater  refemblance  to  thefe  than  one  pgg 
does  to  another,  proceeded  to  a  neighbouring 
church,  where,  luckily  for  them,  though  un- 
fortunately for  the  place,  there  was  no  fafe- 
guard to  oppofe  their  views. 

When  officers  went  out  privately  on  thiev- 
irti  expeditions  of  this  kind,  they  could  occa- 
fionaily  devife  means  to  render  ufelefs  the 
protection  of  the  fafcguards.  An  aide-de-camp^ 
who  with  eight  men  entered  a  village,  fell  in, 
much  to  his  diffaiisfaftion,  with  the  fafeguard 
of  the  place,  whom  as  an  officer  he  was  ob- 
liged to  refpeft.  However,  that  be  might 
meet  with  no  impediment  in  future,  he  called 
away  the  fafeguard,  who  obeyed  with  reluc- 
tance* 
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tance,  and  who,  while  he  penetrated  the  officer's 
defign,  could  only  lament  in  filence  that  he 
was  not  able  to  prevent  it.  The  avaricious 
officer  then  extorted  money  from  two  other 
villages  ;  and  on  his  return  took  from  the 
plough  two  horfes  belonging  to  a  farmer  at 
Gelterfheim,  and  carried  them  along  with 
him.  The  farmer  immediately  repaired  to 
Schweinfurt  in  order  to  complain  to  the  com- 
mandant (who  at  that  time  was  an  Alfacian, 
named  Baegelin,  who  had  not  long  exchanged 
the  needle  for  the  fabre),  and  trulted  that;  hi 
confequence  of  the  arrangement  which  had 
been  made  refpe&ing  the  circle  of  Franconia, 

he  fhould  obtain  proper  redrefs But  what 

was  his  gracious  reception  ?  Several  blows  on 
the  ribs  and  back  with  a  fabre.  The  aide-de- 
camp had  been  before-hand  with  the  farmer, 
and,  as  the  proverb  fays,  c*  He  who  comes  firfl 
grinds  firft  I"  It  does  not  appear  however  that 
Mr.  Baegelin  was  very  much  refpe&ed,  fince 
the  aide-decamp,  in  the  prefence  of  flrangers, 
amufed  himfelf  in  making  humorous  reflec- 
tions on  the  high  dignity  with  which  he  was 
now  invefted.  But  this  anecdote  fhows  that 
Mr.  Baegelin  knew  how  to  exhibit  his  cha- 
racter in  the  moft  ftriking  manner.  He 
knew  alfo  how  to  a£t  his  part  with  ad- 
vantage ;  for  he  carried  with  him  a  well- 
filled  coffer  and  a  pretty  girl,  when  he  left 
Franconia. 

D  2  hit. 


(    7<S     ) 

HUMOROUS    INCIDENTS 

TOOK  place  fometimes  ;  and  even  a  mid  ft 
calamity  one  could  not  help  laughing  to  fee 
the  peafants,  who  in  general  were  fo  unwilling 
to  move  either  their  hands  or  their  feet,  aftive 
in  the  higheft  degree  as  cooks  or  butlers,  and 
the  fcrupulous  Jews  butchering  pigs  and 
drinking  impure  wine.  In  many  places  mat- 
ters were  carried  ft  ill  further.  On  the  3  ilt 
of  July,  about  a  thoufand  of  the  French 
troops  attacked  a  body  of  the  Imperialifts  near 
Gerolzhofen,  but  were  repulfed  with  confi- 
derable  lofs.  The  fugitives  arrived  at  nine  at 
night  at  Zeilitzheim,  where  they  encamped  •, 
but  they  impofed  very  heavy  demands  on  the 
peafants.  Unfortunately  it  rained  next  day, 
and  the  troops  took  up  their  quarters  in  the 
town.  A  Jew  was  obliged  to  boil  pork  for 
them  ;  and  he  was  ordered  likewife  to  fetch 
them  beer  in  his  largeft  can.  The  Jew  rea- 
dily complied  j  took  a  veffel  that  contained 
feveral  quarts,  and  brought  back  in  it  one 
quart  of  liquor.  The  rhirfty  fouls  had  wait- 
ed a  long  time  ;  and  as  they  found  themfelves 
cheated,  they  threw  the  can  with  the  beer  at 
the  Jew's  head,  and  condemned  him  to  return 
and  fetch  more  in  the  fame  veffel  and  another 
of  the  like  fize.  On  his  way  back  he  was 
robbed  of  both,  and  appeared  at  the  houfe 
with  his  hands  empty  j  upon  which  he  got  a 
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found  drubbing  with  a  fabre,  and  was  dif- 
pacched  in  queft  of  liquor  a  third  time.  Being 
accompanied  by  a  guard,  he  now  fucceeded 
according  to  his  wifti,  and  at  laft  accomplished 
the  obje<St  of  his  miffion. — As  the  women  for 
the  molt  part  had  concealed  themfelves,  the 
men  in  their  ftead  were  obliged  to  kill  poultry 
and  geefe  ;  to  pick  them,  and  prepare  them 
for  the  table.  They  were  obliged  alfo,  how- 
ever bufy,  to  dance  with  their  guefts,  to  get 
drunk  with  them,  and  to  indulge  in  all  their 
frolics. — The  timid  always  fared  worfe  than 
thofe  who  difplayed  courage.  A  peafant  at 
Krautheim,  who  had  thirty  men  quartered 
in  his  houfe,  made  himfelf  be  refpe&ed  by 
threatening  to  knock  down  with  a  wooden 
mallet,  the  firft  of  them,  whoever  he  might 
be,  who  fhould  offer  the  leaft  violence  to  him- 
felf or  his  wife,  or  attempt  to  plunder  him  of 
his  property.  This  threat  was  attended  with 
the  beft  effe£t.  A  butcher  at  Schweinfurt, 
whofe  houfe  was  in  danger  of  being  broken 
open,  pofted  himfelf  in  the  entrance,  and, 
taking  his  axe  in  his  hand,  announced  that  it 
had  already  flaughtered  many  a  four-legged 
brute,  and  that  he  would  apply  it  to  the  fkull 
of  any  one  who  ihould  dare  to  force  his  way 
into  his  premifes.  The  plunderers,  however* 
decamped. 

Humorous  replies  were  alfo  attended  fome- 

times  with  good  effed.   A  huifar  attempted  to 
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pull  off  a  clergyman's  boots  >,  and  they  feemec! 
to  be  irrecoverably  loft,  but  were  luckily  faved 
by  the  drollery  of  their  owner.  After  difput- 
ing  a  long  time  to  no  purpofe,  he  at  length 
faid  :  "  Stop  ! — I  am  a  huffar  as  well  as  you — 
I'm  a  bible  huffar — You  ride,  comrade,  but  I 
muft  run  ;  boots  therefore  are  not  fo  neceffary 
to  you  as  to  me."  The  foldier  immediately 
ftarted  back,  burft  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  and 
gave  up  his  pretenfions. — A  plunderer  who 
had  entered  a  refpedtable  houfe  found  a  fmall 
packet  containing  filver  fpoons  carefully 
wrapped  up  in  a  thick  covering  of  paper. 
"  What  is  this  ?"  faid  he  to  the  matter 'of  the 
houfe.  <f  Sugar-plums  for  my  children," 
replied  the  other  with  much  indifference. 
"  Take  them  and  be  d— d  !"  returned  the 
plunderer,  and  immediately  refigned  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  owner. — The  monaftery  at 
Gerlachfheim  had  been  vifited  by  none  of  the 
French  troops ;  but  as  they  were  expe&ed, 
each  of  the  monks  received  a  certain  fum  of 
money  to  be  ready  in  cafe  of  any  demand. 
The  prior  was  fo  defirous  of  feeing  the  French, 
that  he  filled  his  purfe,  and  fet  off  as  faft  as 
he  could  for  Wirzburg.  He  foon  had  the 
good  fortune  to  difcover  two  chaffeurs,  who 
did  themfelves  the  honour  to  plunder  him 
completely  j  and  the  monks  had  the  pleafurc 
of  feeing  their  prior  return  much  lighter  after  a 
fhort  abfence. — Dean  Warmuth  at  Maibach 

was 
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was  often  obliged  to  play  whole  hours  to  ge- 
neral Mortier  and  his  fuite,  on  an  organ  which 
he  employed  for  teaching  canary-birds  to  ling, 
and  to  which  the  officers  danced. — Muck,  the 
clergyman  at  Euerbach,  to  encourage  the  ti- 
morous peafants,  who  at  firft  had  run  away, 
affifted  them  to  bind  up  hay  in  rations. 
Schemmel,  the  chaplain  at  Ranungen,  was 
obliged  to  fupply  the  place  of  a  washerwo- 
man, and  to  fpread  out  and  pack  up  with  his 
own  hands  the  linen  which,  in  hopes  that 
the  French  foldiers  would  not  meddle  with 
wet  clothes,  he  had  laid  to  foak  in  tubs  filled 
with  water.  For  this  fervice  he  was  rewarded 
with  a  nofegay. — Dopfler,  the  clergyman  ac 
Ranungen,  who,  after  an  incurfion,  had  re- 
turned too  foon  to  the  village  from  a  foreft  in 
which  he  had  taken  {belter,  fell  in  with  fome 
chaffcurs,  who  beat  him  till  he  made  a  moft 
lamentable  clamour.  "  Bawl,  parfon  !3'  faid 
they,  when  he  was  quite  exhausted  :  "  No  one 
touches  you."  They  then  applied  their  fabres 
again,  as  if  they  would  have  cut  him  to 
pieces,  always  deiiring  him  to  be  eafy,  and  not 
to  make  a  noiie  beyond  his  ftrength.  After 
.a  proceflion  in  this  manner  around  the  village* 
they  at  length  obtained  their  objed.  The 
clergyman  was  redeemed  by  the  parifh  for  the 
fum  of  200  florins. — All  thefe  fecnes,  in  which 
clergymen  were  the  aftors,  the  organ  fcene  of 
the  refpedable  dean  Warmuth,  opprefied  with 
D  4  plundering 
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plundering  and  ill-treatment,  alone  excepted, 
muft  have  itruck  no  little  terror  into  the  minds 
of  the  alarmed  fpeclators. 


MISERABLE   CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN    OP 
SCHWJE1NFURT» 

ON  the  2  2d  of  July  the  French  entered  the 
Imperial  town  of  Schweinfurt ;  but  the  Impe- 
rialifts  difputed  every  ftep  with  them,  and  re- 
tired through  the  place  under  continued  firing* 
— On  the  24th  another  corps  advanced  along 
the  Maine  towards  Wirzburg:  thefe  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  body  of  infantry,  who  proceeded 
by  Kitzingen  and  Langenfeld  after  general 
Kray  ;  and  a  weaker  corps,  marching  through 
Ebrach,  purfued  general  Wernec.  The  mam 
body,  which  was  oppofed  to  general  Warten- 
fleben,  had  affembled  in  and  around  Schwein- 
furt under  Jourdan  the  commander  in  chief; 
and  marched  forwards  very  flowly,  as  the  for- 
trefs  of  Konigfnoven  made  a  longer  refiftance 
than  they  expe&ed.  General  Drachfdorf  the 
governor  held  out  till  the  fecond  of  Auguft,  • 
when  general  Le  Fevre  himfelf  appeared  before 
the  place.  On  account  of  the  honourable  ob- 
ftinacy  of  the  governor,  feveral  of  the  mem- 
bers  of  government  at  Wirzburg  were  arrett- 
ed, and  conducted  to  the  council-houfe  to  an- 
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fwer  for  their  behaviour ;  for  the  French  ima- 
gined that  the  governor  had  been  prevented 
from  delivering  up  the  place  by  a  fecret  order 
he  had  received  from  the  magiftrates  of  that 
town.  Thefe  gentlemen,  however,  were  able 
to  clear  themfelves  in  a  fufficient  manner,  and 
foon  obtained  their  liberty. 

The  alarm  which  muft  be  occafioned  by  fa 
numerous  an  army  in  fo  fmall  a  town  as 
Schweinfurt  was  not  foon  diffipaced.  Within 
the  walls,  the  foldiers  durft  not  proceed  to  any 
length  in  plundering  and  abufing  the  inhabi- 
tants, or  violating  the  women;  yet  ftill  they 
committed  excefles  of  every  kind.— All  trade 
was  at  a  itand  ;  the  fhops  were  (hut,  and  the 
houfes  were  barricadoed.  The  inhabitants 
were  oppreffed  by  troops  quartered  on  them  ; 
and  Jourdan's  head-quarters  were  eftablifhed 
there  for  eight  days.  His  field  poll  office  con- 
fined ofadiredor,  eighteen  fecretaries,  twenty 
couriers,  forty  poftillions  and  about  eighty 
horfes;  yet  thefe  formed  but  an  inconfiderable 
part  of  his  retinue. 


GENERALS  AT  SCHWEINFURT. 

NOTHING  could  be  more  opprefilve  than 
the  prefence  of  lb  many  generals,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  their  own  perfons,  and  partly  on  ac- 
D  5  count 


(     8a    ) 

count  of  their  followers,  who  underftood  the 
art  of  harafiing  and  tormenting  mankind  in  a 
mafterly  manner.  The  following  generals 
were  quartered  at  Schweinfurt  from  the  26th 
of  July  till  the  3d  of  September  : 

1  JOURDAN,  commander  in  chief. 


2,  Kleber 

25  Feraitet 

3  Bernardotte 

26  Sallinier 

4  Championet 

27  Joubert 

5  Grenier 

28  Dalemes 

6   Oiivier 

29  Dumas 

7  Le  Fevre 

30  Bonnard 

8  Moiticr 

31   Jacobin 

9  Richepence 

32  Rade 

10  Baftoulo 

33  Coulange 

11   Soultz 

34  Bonnaud 

12  Leval 

35  Simon 

13  Cayla 

36  Rochefort 

14  D'Haupont 

37  Le  Grand 

15  Collaud 

38  Ney 

16  Sorbier 

39   Ofwald 

17  Debelle 

40  Sarazin 

18  Dumuy 

41    Ormencier 

19  D'Ory 

42  Mitule 

20  Mireur 

43  Puquet 

21  Belmont 

44  Barboux 

.22  Klein 

45  D'Efpagne 

23  La  Croix 

46  Malleraud 

24  Ernouf 

Thefe, 


(     83     ) 

Thefe,  for  the  moft  part,  were  men  who 
had  fpent  their  beft  years  as  fubalterns  in  the 
artillery  before  the  revolution,  and  who  had 
given  repeated  proofs  of  their  perfonal  bravery 
by  fharing  every  hazard  with  their  troops. 
Jourdan  on  an  occafion  of  that  kind  was  in 
great  danger  of  being  taken  prifoner,  when  on 
a  reconnoitring  party  near  Hatzfurt.  He  was 
already  furrounded  by  fome  Imperial  huffars, 
and  almoft  ieized  by  one  of  them,  when  he 
was  delivered  by  a  lucky  fpring  which  his 
horfe  made  over  a  ditch,  and  the  appearance 
of  his  efcort,  who  haftened  to  relieve  him. 
He,  however, -received  a  flight  wound,  and 
was  obliged  for  fome  days  to  refign  his  com- 
mand to  general  Kleber.  Bernardotte,  whofe 
dividon  ftoqd  the  principal  brunt  in  the  Pala- 
tinate, attacked  in  perfon,  on  the  heights,  the 
fecond  regiment  of  Imperial  huffars  ;  drove 
them  feveral  times  back,  and  maintained  his 
poiitioa  until  the  Imperial  infantry  came  up 
and  entirely  defeated  him. 

Some  of  thefe  generals  were  Germans ;  and 
many  of  them,  who  were  foreigners,  could 
fpeak  the  German  language  fluently.  Several 
of  them  were  far  from  increafing,  by  their 
own  rapacity  to  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  the 
inundated  country,  the  unavoidable  evils  of 
the  war.  Some  of  them,  however,  in  their 
conduct  appeared  extremely  ambiguous,  and 
behaved  fo  differently  in  different  places,  that 
D  6  people 
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people  fcarcely  knew  what  to  make  of  them  ; 
and  others,  inftead  of  behaving  like  generals, 
demeaned  themfelves  worfe  than  the  loweft  of 
their  foldiers.  Being  badly  paid  by  the  na- 
tion, thefe  officers  had  recourfe  to  the  moft 
contemptible  means,  in  order  to  fupply  their 
wants  •,  laid  the  purfes  of  the  rich  under  con- 
tribution; borrowed  without  ever  thinking  of 
repayment-,  made  in  writing  heavy  requifitions 
of  money,  clothes,  linnen,  &c.  $  on  their  de- 
parture took  the  fheets  and  white  counterpanes 
from  the  beds;  and,  like  Mortier  at  Maibach, 
threatened  to  lay  wafte  every  thing  with  fire 
and  iword,  unlets  their  demands  were  compli- 
ed with.  Schweinfurt  alfo  did  not  efcape  a 
terror  of  the  like  kind.  His  incendiaries  were 
ready  and  fufficiently  fupplied  with  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  inPcruments  and  materials,  waiting  on- 
ly for  a  nod  from  their  chief,  to  fet  fire  to  the 
bridge  On  the  Maine.  The  general,  however, 
was  lefs  intent  on  this  illumination  than  on  re- 
generating his  empty  purfe.  He  therefore 
called  together  the  municipality  at  midnight; 
required  an  hundred  Carolines  together  with  a 
few  gold  watches,  which  he  obtained,  and  the 
bridge  was  fuffered  to  remain  mfiatu  quo. 

The  bed  harmony  did  not  always  prevail 
among  thefe  generals.  Kleber,  the  foul  of 
the  army,  was  fo  difgufted  by  Jourdan  when 
they  marched  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
that  a  reconciliation  was  not  efFe&ed  between 

him 
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him  and  the  commander  in  chief  until  they  ar- 
rived in  our  neighbourhood. 

The  want  of  difcipline  in  the  French  army 
does  not  imprefs  one  with  a  very  favourable 
idea  of  the  commanders.  Jourdan's  fine  pro* 
clamation,  when  contrafted  with  the  excefies 
of  the  foldiery,  muft  fix  an  indelible  ftain  on 
the  French  nation  •,  and  his  conduct  effected, 
what  a  prudent  general  ought  to  have  forefeen, 
the  ruin  of  his  army.  According  to  the  moft 
authentic  information,  the  directory  at  Paris 
had  accurate  intelligence  of  the  fhameful  ac- 
tions committed  by  the  troops,  and  yet  they 
never  took  effectual  means  to  prevent  them. 
w  We  leave  every  thing  to  the  generals/'  was 
the  honourable  and  often  repeatec  a  rawer  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  French  nation.  The  follow- 
ing extract  alfo  of  a  letter,  dated  Paris,  Sep. 
tember  2d,  is  highly  worthy  of  notice  in  this 
refpeft. 

In  the  meffage  of  the  directory,  wherein  it 
was  propoied  to  give  the  commanders  in  chief 
full  powers  to  eftablifh  llich  military  regula- 
tions as  they  fhouid  think  proper,  to  check 
the  fpirit  of  infubordination  which  prevailed 
among  the  troops,  it  is,  among  other  things, 
faid: 

"  Without  fuch  a  meafure  the  triumphs  of 
u  our  foidiers,  even  in  the  midft  of  victory, 
'(  will  be  prejudicial  to  them;  and  the  danger, 
*  which  ftill  increafes,  will  penetrate  to  the 
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"  centre  of  the  republic.  But  by  that  meafure 
<c  the  national  honour  will  be  avenged  in  foreign 
"  nations,  who  contemn  our  government  as 
"  weak,  on  account  of  the  crimes  which  fome 
<c  men,  unworthy  of  combating  among  the 
cc  Franconian  legions,  have  exercifed  againft 
*[  the  perfons  and  property  of  the  peaceable 
fc  inhabitants," 

The  officers  who  compofed  the  fuite  of  a 
general  required  far  more  attention  than  the 
chief  himfelf.  The  whole  houfe  in  which  the 
general  was  quartered  became,  in  a  manner,, 
their  property  •,  and  from  fome  of  them  no 
watch  or  trinket  of  any  value  was- fecure.  In 
many  places  they  packed  up  the  table-cloth  af- 
ter dinner,  as  if  it  had  been  their  own  ;  {bat- 
tered to  pieces  in  the  moft  brutal  manner  what 
they  could  not  carry  along  with  them,  and  de- 
itroyed  the  window-curtains,  tables,  drawers, 
&c. 


officers'  table. 


THIS  above  all,  things  was  feldom  forgot- 
ten. The  wine-  calks  "durft  never  be  empty, 
though  they  were  privately  vifited  by  hundreds. 
It  was  neceffary  that  the  requifites  for  the  ta- 
ble ihould  be  provided  in  fuperabundance;  and 
if  an  article  could  not  be  procured,  it  was  not 

uncommon 
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uncommon  to  fee  the  cook,  with  a  knife  in  his 
hand,  appear  in  a  threatening  pofture  before 
thofe  citizens  who  had  been  appointed  to  a6t 
as  purveyors.  Though  many  and  delicate 
difhes  were  devoured  by  chefe  guefts,  this  evil 
might  have  been  endured ;  but  what  occafioned 
the  greateft  trouble  to  every  landlord  was,  that 
fometimes  when  a  dinner  had  been  ordered  for 
only  thirty  perfons,  twenty  more  would  take 
their  feats  at  the  table.  It  was  alfo  highly  dif- 
agreeable,  that  after  thirty  lemons  had  been 
provided,  with  great  difficulty,  to  make  punch, 
the  officers  would  amufe  themfelves  with 
throwing  them  at  each  other,  and,  when  their 
fport  was  ended,  give  orders  for  more  to  be 
procured.  Many  articles  provided  at  great 
expence,  fuch  as  fowls  of  all  forts*  fiili,  &c. 
were  often  thrown  under  the  dreffer  and  not 
uied,  as  was  the  cafe  at  Gochflieim. 

Such  fmall  towns  as  Schweinfurt  were  far 
from  having  a  fufficiency  of  provifions  to  fup- 
ply  fo  many  and  fo  numerous  tables.  It  was 
neceffary  therefore,  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
country ;  but  the  peafants  in  general  were  fo 
intimidated,  that  they  would  not  venture  to 
market.-  Befides,  moil. of  the  places  in  the 
country  had  fokliers  quartered  in  them,  and, 
therefore,  flood  in  need  themfelves  of  articles 
which  they  otherwife  would  have  fent  to  the 
town  for  fale.  Meffengers  were  difpatched  to 
procure  provifions  s  but  their  paflports,  fo  lit- 
tle 
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tie  were  the  French  chiefs  refpe&ed  by  the  fol- 
diers,  were  torn  to  pieces  by  the  out  pods,  and 
the  mefiengers,  after  being  ill-treated,  were 
compelled  to  give  up  what  they  carried  to  the 
foldiers,  who  in  anfwer  to  their  remonftrances 
would  fay  only  that  they  loved  good  cheer  as 
well  as  their  officers.  Provifions,  therefore, 
in  the  town  rofe  to  {o  prodigious  a  price,  that 
a  pair  of  pigeons  were  fold  for  one  (hilling 
and  fix-pence,  a  couple  of  fowls  for  three  {hil- 
lings, and  a  pound  of  butter  for  two  (hillings. 

If  people  wifhed  to  have  the  cook  tradable, 
it  was  neceffary  for  them  to  draw  their  purfe- 
firings  and  produce  one  or  two  Carolines. 
Without  theie,  nothing  could  be  done ;  but 
the  fame  caufe  which  made  the  officers  polite 
rendered  the  belly-do&or  civil.  Wherever  the 
golden  fhower  fell,  it  always  found  a  thirfty 
foil  ready  to  receive  it. 

€C  I  will  drefs  your  provifions,"  faid  one  of 
general  Kleber's  cooks  to  his  landlord,  who, 
on  account  of  the  general's  departure  being 
delayed,  was  not  prepared  for  the  laft  dinner, 
"  but  you  muft  give  me  one  Caroline,  a  clean 
veil:,  (lockings,  cap,  (hire,  and  trowfers."  And 
all  thefe  he  gained  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours. 


THE 
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THE   SERVANTS. 


THESE  endeavoured  to  (hew,  and  often 
let  their  landlords  feel,  that  they  were  men  of 
no  lefs  importance  than  their  mafters.  The 
peafants  in  Germany  have  long  fhewn  more 
refpeft  to  the  fervants  of  their  magiftrates 
than  to  the  magiftrates  themfelves  •,  and  the 
citizens  could  not  forget  that  they  alfo  mull 
follow  their  example,  and  pay  more  refpedt  to 
the  French  fervants  than  to  thofe  whom  they 
ferved.  And,  indeed,  this  was  the  more  ne- 
ceffary,  as  that  clafs  of  men  would  often  gra- 
tify their  revenge  on  the  brittle  wares,  eipe- 
cially  when  their  mafters  took  the  liberty  of 
giving  them  a  little  correction;  by  which, 
properly,  the  landlord  was  the  greateft  fufferer 
in  the  end. 

Palmeroli,  one  of  the  mod  temperate  of  the 
generals,  had  the  mod  extravagant  fervants  ; 
and  befides,  their  number  was  very  confidera- 
ble.  When  they  could  not  find  things  to  de- 
vour fufficiently  expenfive,  they  made  up  for 
this  deficiency  by  the  quantity  and  the  variety* 
Their  breakfaft,  as  ordered  by  themfelves,  in 
our  neighbourhood,  confided  of  the  following 
articles  : 

ift,  A  cordial. 

2d,  Coffee  and  white  bread. 

3d,  Bread  and  butter  with  wine. 

4th,  A  leg  of  veal. 

At 
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At  prefect,  while  1  am  writing,  they  are  per* 
haps  contented  with  one  ofniefe  articles  only 
for  dinner. 

The  generals  at  Schvveinfurt  iflued  an  or- 
der, which  was  highly  ncceffary,  that  fine 
flour  fhould  be  ground,  and  white  bread 
baked,  for  the  general's  table  only  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  this  order,  as  there  was  afcarcity 
of  other  bread,  the  citizens  were  tormented 
and  ill  ufed  both  by  the  fervants  and  the  fol- 
diers. 

A  groom  belonging  to  general  Jacobin 
flopped  with  his  hories  at  the  door  cf  a  re- 
fpedable  houfe  in  which  his  m after  dined;  and 
the  gentleman's  fervant  having  carried  him  a 
can  of  beer,  he  was  highly  offended  becaufe 
he  had  not  been  presented  with  a  glafs  alfo, 
and  would  not  be  fatisfied  till  one  was 
brought  to  him.  In  the  mean  time  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  houfe  happened  to  pals  along  with 
a  few  dices  of  brown  bread,  all  that  could  be 
procured  in  the  place,  which  he  was  carrying 
on  a  plate  to » the  general.  The  groom  re- 
quefted  a  few  crufts,  which  the  gentleman 
took  up  in  his  hand  and  prefenred  to  him;  but 
the  infolent  (tripling,  who  was  little  more  than 
fifteen  years   of  age,  exclaimed,    "  Comment, 

b ,  tu  we  prends  pour  un  mendiant  ?"  and  he 

would  not  condefcend  to  accept  the  proffered 
boon,  till  the  domeftic  handed  it  to  him  for- 
mally  on  a  trencher. 

NOBLE 
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L£    BEHAVIOUR    OF    INDIVIDUAL 
GENERALS. 


JOURDAN 


will  never  be  forgotten,  and  his  name  will 
endure  for  ever  and  ever.  Of  him  Sirach 
prophefied.  He  now  lives  retired,  for  the 
honour  of  the  French  nation,  in  the  hopes 
of  a  political  refurrection. 

Kleber  did  not  make  fo  much  as  one  requi- 
fition  at  Schweinfurt,  and  even  paid  an  apo- 
thecary's bill  of  considerable  amount,  out  of 
his  own  pocket. 

Grenier  displayed  much  humanity  in  grant- 
ing a  fafeguard  to  Keller  the  adminiftrator  at 
Bonnland,  and  in  his  converlation  with  Mr. 
Geversbach,  the  bailiff  of  Miinfter  s  as  did 
alfo 

Le  Fevre,  by  the  proteftion  he  afforded  to 
the  clergyman  of  Zeil  and  his  family. 

Ney  took  under  his  protection  a  bargeman 
of  Bamberg^  who  had  been  arretted  by  fome 
common  ibidiers,  and  pro  mi  fed  that  his  pro- 
perty (hould  be  faved,  and  that  nothing  fhould 
be  connfeated  but  what  belonged  to  the  em- 
peror.  His  barge  was  upon  this  examined, 
and  nothing  found  that  was  Habit  to  beieized. 
The  Ibidiers  however  not  being  Satisfied,  t.ey 

proceeded 
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proceeded  to  another  fearch,  and  then  difco- 
vered — the  baggage  of  an  Imperial  officer. 

Bernardotte  requefted  an  opulent  merchant 
to  lend  him  his  carriage  for  a  journey.  The 
requeft;  was  complied  with,  and  the  carriage 
was  given  up  as  loft  ;  but  a  letter  of  thanks 
arrived  fome  time  after  from  the  general  at 
Cologne,  in  which  he  informed  the  owner 
that,  as  the  chaife  was  in  too  bad  a  condition 
to  be  fent  back  without  the  danger  of  its  total 
ruin,  he  had  written  to  a  houfe  at  Franckfort 
to  pay  him  the  value  of  it. 

Dumuy  proved  himfelf,  in  various  refpe&s, 
to  be  a  man  of  honour.  Whatever  he  flood 
in  need  of  he  demanded  with  the  utmoft  po- 
litenefs,  and  was  not  difpleafed  when  people 
were  not  able  to  gratify  his  wifhes  and  ex- 
pectations. On  the  retreat  of  the  French  ar- 
my, he  obferved  that  the  licentious  foldiers 
were  proceeding  to  demolifh  the  white-lead 
manufactory  of  Mr.  Schmidt,  at  whofe  houfe 
he  had  been  quartered  when  rnarching  after 
the  Imperialifts.  He  immediately  fent  thither 
a  guard  to  prevent  their  defign,  and  difpatched 
a  polite  meffage  to  the  proprietor,  to  acquaint 
him  with  what  he  had  done. 

Two  dragoons  being  quartered  in  the  houfe 
of  a  widow,  one  of  them,  when  in  liquor,  at- 
tempted to  debauch  her  ;  but  finding  that  his 
propofal  was  reje&ed,  he  refolved  to  employ 

force  ; 
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force  :  incenfed  aga:nft  the  woman,  becaufe 
(he  made  an  obftinate  refiftance,  the  furious 
ruffian  drew  his  bayenet  and  ran  it  into  her 
body  per  pudenda  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
fhe  died  foon  after.  Dumuy,  informed  of 
this  fhameful  aftion,  haftened  to  the  houfe  of 
the  unfortunate  viftim  ;  but  the  malefactor 
had  abfeonded,  and  it  was  fome  time  before 
any  account  could  be  obtained  of  his  compa- 
nion, who  had  difappeared  alfo.  The  latter, 
when  found,  denied  that  he  knew  any  thing 
of  the  place  to  which  the  murderer  had  fled  : 
but  the  general  having  affured  him  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner  that  he  fhould  be  fhot 
if  he  did  not  produce  his  comrade,  the  latter 
at  length  was  difcovered.  The  criminal, 
confeious  of  his  guilt,  fell  down  on  his  knees 
and  entreated  mercy  •,  but  the  upright  Dumuy 
committed  him  into  the  hands  of  general  Le 
Fevre,  who  had  alfo  arrived  at  the  fpot.  Gene* 
ral  Le  Fevre  found  it  inconvenient  to  have  the 
fellow  executed  immediately  at  Schweinfurt, 
but  he  promifed  to  the  municipality  that  he 
fhould  not  long  efcape  punifhment :  and  in- 
deed the  brutal  dragoon  was  {hot  foon  after 
at  Cologne. 

Had  all  the  generals  been  like  thefe  men, 
their  foldiers  would  not  have  become  inhuman 
brutes,   a  terror  to  the  inhabitants  wherever 
they  went,  and  a  difgrace  to  their  own  na- 
tion! 
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lion  !    Among  the  names  of  thefe  noble  chiefs 
may  be  enrolled  alfo  that  of 

Guittet,  who  has  not  yet  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  a  corps  •, 
but  who,  if  worth  is  to  be  eftimated  by  good- 
nefs  of  heart,  may  rank  with  the  firft  of  men. 
Guittet,  when  commandant  at  Schweinfurt, 
never  through  wanton  licentioufnefs  did  any 
injury  to  the  place  ;  nor  did  he  make  requifi- 
tions  for  his  own  perfon.  For  that  reafon  the 
municipality,  when  he  departed,  were  defirous 
of  giving  him  a  prefent ;  but  it  was  only  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  that  this  officer,  whofe 
noble  behaviour  had  induced  the  magiftrates 
to  confer  upon  him  this  teftimony  of  their 
efteem,  could  be  prevailed  on  to  accept  what 
they  offered  him. 

It  gives  the  author  of  this  relation  infinite 
pain  to  be  obliged  to  leave  thefe  humane  cha- 
racters, in  order  to  faya  few  words  refpe£ting 
thefe  fcourges, 

THE    FRENCH    COMMISSARIES. 

But,   in  the  firft  place,   it  may  be  proper 
to  record  here  the  names  of  thofe  who  were 
eftablilhed  at  Schweinfurt :  viz. 
s   Dubreton  general  commijjaire  ardonnatcur  en 
chef 

2  Nadau    1    crdonnateurs  trovifoires 

3  teres      J  £      J 

4  Dumont 
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4  gu#ont  1    cmmjaires  de  guerre 

6  Tacheret  io  Chapotot 

7  Malraifon  n  Blanquet 

8  Lachaufiee  12  Decouys 

9  Hubert 

I  am  forry  I  cannot  give  the  names  of 
three  more  ;  but  wretched  mult  that  land  be 
which  fhall  be  entered  by  the  dozen  above 
mentioned  ! 

They  were  the  vultures  of  the  army.  As 
none  of  the  generals,  not  even  Jourdan,  had 
any  authority  over  them,  it  needs  excite  no 
wonder  thar,  being  thus  independent,  they 
fhould  provide  more  for  themfelves  than  for 
the  troops.  The  principal  officers  were  no 
ftrangers  to  this  part  of  their  charadter,  and 
often  teftified  that  they  were  refined  villains, 
who  had  qualified  themfelves  for  their  office 
by  every  adtion  that  can  difgrace  human  na- 
ture. They  fuffered  the  troops  to  be  expofed 
to  the  utmoft  want ;  once,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  to  march  two  days  without  a  morfei 
of  bread  ;  and  by  thefe  means  were  the  firffc 
caufe  of  their  fhameful  behaviour  united  with 
forcible  plundering,  which  incenfed  the.  de- 
luded peafants,  and  tended  in  no  final  1  degree 
to  accomplifo  the  deftrudtion  of  jourdan's 
army. 

They 
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They  were  vampires  *  to  the  overrun 
country.  Immoderate  in  their  requifitions, 
they  beheld  with  the  cooled  indifference  the 
offerings  which  the  poor  citizens  brought  to 
them  with  bleeding  hearts.  One  day  they 
compelled  the  citizens  of  Schweinfurt  to  carry 
to  their  magazines  all  the  flour  in  their  poflef- 
fion,  the  greater  part  of  which  they  had  them- 
lelves  been  obliged  to  purchafe  for  their  own 
ufe  ;  all  their  fait,  brought  either  from  Kitz- 
ingen  or  Saltzungen  ;  together  with  all  their 
itraw,  and  even  that  which  fupplied  the  place 
of  a  bed  to  indigence  and  mifery. 

Infolent  and  brutal,  when  remonftrances 
were  made  to  them  in  the  moft  civil  manner, 
they  proceeded  to  fuch  extremities,  that  one 
of  the  magiftrates  would  have  been  caned  by 
them  in  the  public  ftreet  had  he  not  efcaped 
by  flight.  The  caufe  of  this  mighty  wrath  was 
the  impoiTibility  of  clearing  inftantaneoufly  a 
certain  building  which  the  commiflaries  in- 
tended to  corv.rt  into  a  magazine  for  their 
bread. 

Blind  to  the  univerfal  poverty  which  pre- 
vailed, and  deaf  to  the  moft  affefting  en- 
treaties, nothing  was  able  to  allay  their  infa- 

*  Fabulous  beings,  who,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  common  people  in  Hungary,  Bohemia,  and  ibme 
parts  of  Germany,  fuck  the  blood  of  the  dead  \  and  of 
whom  many  other  wonderful  things  are  told.      Trans. 
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tiable  third  for  gold  and  filver.  Immenie  re- 
quisitions were  diffipated  in  an  inftant,  though 
frequently  recruited  by  additional  demands. 

The  firft  requifition  made  in  writing  by 
Chapotot,  at  Vorcheim,  which  was  to  be  de- 
livered within  twenty-four  hours,  confifted  of 
40,000  loaves  of  bread,   40,000  pounds  of 
meat,  10,000  quarts  of  brandy,  500  coombs 
of  oats,  15,000  rations  of  hay,  and  an  equal 
number  ot  ftraw.     On  a  remonftrance  being 
made,  the  commifiaries,  inftead  of  moderating 
this  extravagant  demand,  gave  public  notice 
that  the  twenty-four  hours  were  nearly   ex- 
pired, and  that  at  the  end  of  that  period  they 
were  refolved  to  employ  force.  The  magiftrates 
then  had  recourfe  to  another  plan  :    they  pre* 
fented  a  petition  to  M.  Chapotot,  accompanied 
with  a  roll  containing  100  ducats,  not  forget- 
ting 20  for  his  nephew,  who  had  considerable 
influence  over  him  ;   and   an  abatement   was 
immediately  made  in  the  brandy,  ftraw,  and 
oats.     All  the  reft,  the  meat  excepted,  was 
required  to  be  delivered  ;  and  over  and  above 
400  ells  of  blue  cloth,  as  many  of  fine  white 
cloth,   50  ells  of  fcarlet,  a  quantity  of  linen 
for  the  generals ;   for  general  Ney  a  riding- 
horfe,    with  faddle  and  bridle,  which  coft  40 
Carolines  •,  and  for  general  Collaud  five  riding- 
horfes,  which  were  procured,   after  great  dif- 
ficulty, in  the  principality  of  Bayreuth. 

Scarcely  had  the  demand  for  meat  been  aban- 
E  doned, 


(     9§     ) 

doned,  when  a  like  quantity  was  ordered  a 
fecond  time,  Chapotot  however  proceeded  to 
Schnattach  without  rigorouily  infilling  on 
compliance  with  this  new  requifition  ;  but 
another  commiflary,  accompanied  by  an  offi- 
cer, arrived  at  Vorcheim  in  order  to  fee  it  en- 
forced. He  obftinately  perfifted  in  requiring 
the  fixed  quantity  •,  and  would  eftimate  no  ox 
at  more  than  three  hundred  weight — until  a 
few  words  were  dropped  refpe£ting  a  douceur. 
He  and  his  fecretary  then  confulted  together ; 
and  the  refult  was,  that  inftead  of  the  articles 
delivered  in  natura  they  would  accept  of  500 
Carolines.  At  laft  they  were  fatisfied  with 
150,  or  as  fome  fay  200,  which  undoubtedly 
were  never  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
army.  The  commiflary  now  wrore  out  in 
great  hafte  a  receipt  for  the  number  of  oxen 
demanded,  and  immediately  fet  off;  but  fome 
new  idea  having  ftruck  him  by  the  way,  he 
returned,  and  requefted  an  atteftation  that 
an  abatement  had  been  made  in  the  requifi- 
tion. 

How  could  thefe  commiflaries  have  acquired 
their  riches,  if  they  had  not  employed  fuch  in- 
famous means  to  obtain  them  ?  Their  fala- 
ries  undoubtedly  could  not  add  much  to  their 
wealth,  efpeciaily  as  money  was  delivered  with 
fo  fparing  a  hand  to  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  the  Meufe,  after  the  Dutch  had  given 
over  to  pay  them.     Their  ceconomy  alfo  was 

of 
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of  very  little  importance.  To  conclude  :  thefe 
commiffaries  had  no  averfion  to  dainties  \ 
they  could  play  a  high  game  ;  and  were  not 
niggardly  to  tender-hearted  females,  if  the 
morfel  was  agreeable  to  their  palate.  They 
lived  amidft  luxury,  and  yet,  notwithstanding 
their  extravagance,  took  care  to  fill  their 
purfes. 

Every  thing  confidered,  towns,  though  fur- 
rounded  by  walls,  had  very  little  advantage 
over  villages,  which  being  open  places  were 
expofed  to  every  incurfion.  In  the  former  as 
well  as  the  latter,  the  chafleurs  extorted  mo- 
ney ;  in  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter  vio- 
lence was  offered  to  the  women  5  in  the  former 
as  well  as  the  latter,  efpecially  when  the  army- 
retreated,  the  inhabitants  were  plundered  •,  in 
the  former  as  well  as  the  latter,  people  were 
deprived  not  only  of  their  fuperflukies,  but 
of  their  neceffaries  •,  the  former  as  well  as  the 
latter  were  opprefied  by  the  frequent  quarter- 
ing of  foldiers  -,  and  the  fame  requifitions  of 
every  kind  of  article  were  made  on  a  large 
fcale  in  the  towns,  as  were  made  on  a  fmaller 
fcale  in  the  villages. 

The  only  difference  perhaps  might  be,  that 
fewer  people  were  expofed  to  perfonal  injury 
in  the  towns  than  in  the  villages ;  on  the  other 
band,  the  corn-fields,  vineyards,  gardens,  &c„ 
in  the  country  did  not  experience  fo  much 
E  2  de- 
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definition  as  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
towns. 

The  damage  occafioned  by  the  French 
troops  at  Schweinfurt  was  eftimated  at  more 
than  a  million  of  livres  *.  A  confiderable 
fum  without  doubt  for  one  town  ! 

The  arrangement  however  made  with  the 
circle  of  Franconia  infpired  new  life  into  the 
whole  neighbourhood.  It  was  concluded  at 
Wirzburg  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  between 
general  Ernouf  and  the  deputies  of  the  circle, 
and  is  a  public  a£t  that  deferves  to  be  here 
inferted : 


ARRANGEMENT. 


WE,  the  underfigned,  members  of  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  circle  of  Franconia, 
duly  authorized  and  inverted  with  full  powers, 
in  the  name  of  the  circle,  and  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  the  empire  in  all  the  fix  places  ; 
and  Auguftus  Ernouf,  general  of  divifion, 
and  chief  of  the  ftaff  belonging  to  the  army  of 
the  Sambre  and  the  Meufe,  furnifhed  with  the 
neceflary  powers  from  citizen  Jourdan,  com- 
mander  in  chief  of  the  faid  army  ;  being  actu- 
ated with  a  defire  of  fecuring  tranquillity  to 

*  Upwards  of  40,000  pounds. 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  circle  of  Francoma,  and 
to  the  victorious  army  of  the  French  republic 
thofe  rights  which  they  have  acquired,  do  enter 
into  the  prefent  agreement  as  txpreffed  in  the 
following  articles  : 

i.  The  ftri£teft  orders  (hall  be  given  that 
the  proclamation  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  has  been  printed  and  publifhed,  for 
the  purpofe  of  protecting  the  perfons  and 
property  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  maintain- 
ing the  religious  pradtices,  laws  and  cuftoms  of 
the  country,  fhall  be  duly  enforced  and  car- 
ried into  execution. 

2.  In  confequence  of  the  preceding  ar- 
ticle, every  inhabitant  is  authorized  to  arreft, 
or  caufe  to  be  arretted,  every  foldier,  or  other 
perfon  belonging  to  the  army,  who  (hall  be 
guilty  of  plundering  or  of  any  excefs  ;  and 
fuch  foldiet  or  other  perfon  is  then  to  be  de- 
livered over  to  the  neareft  commanding  officer, 
who  fhall  punilh  him  according  to  the  utmofl 
feverity  of  the  law. 

3.  Such  inhabitants  of  the  circle  of  Franco- 
nia,  whatever  be  their  rank  or  condition, 
as  may  have  left  the  place  of  their  refidence, 
to  avoid  for  a  moment  the  feverities  of  the 
war,  are  free  to  return  with  all  their  depend- 
ents and  every  thing  they  carried  with  them, 
provided  they  do  fo  in  the  courfe  of  two  de- 
cades after  the  publication  of  this  arrange- 
ment.    They  fhall  then  enjoy  the  fame  fecuri- 
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ty  and  protection  as  the  other  peaceable  inha- 
bitants who  have  taken  no  fhare  in  the  events 
of  the  war ;  but  after  the  expiration  of  the 
above  period  no  one  can  return  into  the 
country  without  a  fpecial  permiflion  from 
the  commander  in  chief 

4.  The  circle  of  Franconia  engages  to  pay 
to  the  French  government  a  contribution  of 
eight  millions  of  livres  *  in  fpecie  •,  two  mil- 
lions of  which  {hall  however  be  deduced,  if 
provifions  to  that  amount  be  provided  for 
the  army. 

5.  The  payment  of  the  fix  millions  in 
real  fpecie  ihall  be  made  at  the  following 
periods  :  The  firft  million  muft  be  paid 
within  ten  days  from  the  figning  of  the  prc- 
fent  agreement ;  the  fecond  within  twenty 
days  ;  and  the  third  within  the  courfe  of  the 
third  decade.  The  other  three  millions  muft 
be  paid  within  fourteen  days  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  third  decade  ;  fo  that  the  whole 
contribution  in  real  fpecie  may  be  com- 
pletely liquidated  within  the  period  of  forty- 
five  days. 

6.  The  payment  of  the  two  millions  in 
provifions  for  the  army  (hail  be  paid  within 
periods  to  be  fixed  by  citizen  Dubreton  com- 
mijfaire  ordonnateur  en  chef^  or  by  any  other 
perfon  whom  he  may  invert  with  full  powers 
for  that  purpoie.     An  accurate  lift  of    the 

*  Above  300,000!. 
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srticles  to  be  provided  fhall  be  made  cut  by 
the  before-named  ordonnateur  en  cbef\  in  con- 
junction  with  the  quarter  -matter  general   of 
the  circle  of  Franconia. 

7.  The  contribution  to  be  furnifhed  in  rea- 
dy money  fhall  be  paid  immediately  into  the 
hands  of  the  paymafter  general  of  the  army. 

8.  Befides  the  above,  the  circle  of  Franco- 
nia mult  furnifh  two  thoufand  hories  for  the 
cavalry,  within  three  periods.  The  firft  deli- 
very, of  not  lefs  than  fix  hundred,  mull  be 
made  within  a  month  from  this  date,  and  the 
relt  within  the  month  following,  at  head  quar- 
ters, where  they  (hall  be  received,  if  approved 
of,  by  a  horfe-dealer  and  commiffary  of  war 
appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

9.  The  afleflment  of  the  contribution  fhall 
be  made  by  the  aflembly  of  the  circle  of 
Franconia,  according  to  the  plan  communi- 
cated to  the  deputation  by  the  commander  in 
chief. 

10.  All  military  commanders  are  enjoined 
to  give  every  afliftance  towards  enforcing  the 
contribution  againft  thofe  who  may  attempt 
to  delay  the  payment,  and  to  fupport  thofe 
appointed  to  levy  it. 

1 1 .  After  the  time  from  which  the  periods 
for  the  payment  of  the  contribution  are 
reckoned,  that  is,  from  the  prelent  day,  every 
thing  delivered,  or  that  muft  be  procured 
for  the  fupport  of  the  French  army,  free  quar- 
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ters  alone  excepted,  (hall  be  placed  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  contribution.  The  wdonnateur 
en  chef  of  the  army,  together  wfth  the  quarter- 
mafter  general  of  the  circle,  and  the  other  com- 
miflaries  appointed,  (hall  determine  and  fettle, 
to  their  mutual  fatisfadtion,  every  thing  further 
that  may  have  relation  to  this  article. 

12.  The  margraviates  of  Anfpach  and  Bay. 
reuth,  according  to  the  flatus  quo  in  which 
they  were  before  the  war,  and  the  principality 
of  Smalcald,  the  former  of  which  belongs  to 
his  Prufilan  majefty,  and  the  latter  to  his  fe- 
rene  highnefs  the  prince  of  Hefle,  are  excepted 
from  any  lharC  &  this  contribution. 

13.  In  cafe  any  other  army  of  the  French 
republic,  befides  that  of  the  Sambre  and  the 
Meufe,  fliall  enter  the  circle  of  Franconia, 
the  prefent  agreement  with  the  French  govern- 
ment will  be  moft  faithfully  adhered  to. 

14.  The  aflembly  of  the  circle  of  Franconia 
fliall  determine  by  feparate  articles  every  thing 
that  relates  to  the  affeffment  and  enforcing  of 
the  contribution. 

Done  and  exchanged,  after  being  mutually 
figned,  at  Wirzburg,  the  20th  of-Ther- 
midor,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  French  re- 
public (Aug.  7th  1796)* 

Ernouf  mppria 

Rhodius. 
Harsdorf, 
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CONSEQUENCES  OF  THIS  ARRANGEMENT. 

THE  joy  occafioned  by  this  arrangement 
was  of  fhort  duration.  Though  the  remon- 
flrance  made  by  his  Pruffian  majefty  againft 
the  twelfth  article,  by  which  it  was  fubjedted 
to  fome  alteration,  could  not  affed  the  whole 
agreemenc,  Jourdan  refufed  to  ratify  it — a  cir- 
cumftance  indeed  which  one  might  have  eafily 
forefeen.  As  he  could  not  deny  that  he  had 
given  full  power  to  Emouf,  he  fought  for 
fome  more  eflential  obje&ion,  and  pre- 
tended that  the  deputies  had  made  the  arrange- 
ment  too  foon  known.  In  a  word,  he  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  fign  it.  Harldorf  and 
Rhodius,  the  two  deputies,  went  however  to 
Paris,  and  got  it  at  laft  ratified  by  the  direc- 
tory •,  but  with  this  variation,  that  the  eight 
millions  of  livres  were  converted  into  ten  *. 

In  the  mean  time  Bamberg,  which  had  been 
befet  by  the  French  on  the  4th  of  Auguft, 
was  obliged  to  deliver  the  following  articles. 
4  millions  of  livres,  in  ready  fpecie, 
(above  160,000  I.) 
10,000  Ihirts 
100,000  pair  of  (hoes 
50,000  do.  gaiters 
10,000  do.  boots 
400  horfes 
Nuremberg,  in  the  hands  of  the  republicans 

*  Above  400,0001. 
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fince  the  9th  of  Auguft,  was  ordered  to  fur- 
nifh  the  following  requifition,  befides  what 
would  otherwife  fall  to  its  {hare. 

2f  millions  of  livres  (above  100,000!.) 
10,000    pair  of  boots 
50,000   do.  flhoes 
50,000   do.  gaiters 
50,000    fhirts 
300    horfes 
600   logs  of  wood. 
.  As  it  was  impoffible  to  make  the  delivery 
within  the  periods  required,    hoftages   were 
demanded,   not  only  in  the  above  two  towns, 
but    alfo    in    Wirzburg     and    Schweinfurt, 
which  were  lubjefted  to  a  contribution  equally 
heavy  ;   and  thefe  hoftages  were  conveyed  to 
Charlemonr. 

Schweinfurt,    on    Jourdan's    arrival,    was 
ordered  to  deliver 

500,000   livres,      ready    money,    (above 
20,000 1.) 
3, coo  quintals  of  corn 
1,500  do.  maize 
25ooo  do.  oats 
2,coo  do.  hay 
2,000  do.  ftraw, 
after  it   had  fupplied  Mortier  with   money, 
cloth  of  all  forts  and  colours,  &c.  under  the 
title  of  infurance  from  being  fet  on  fire,  and 
after  having  been  fubjefted  to  confiderable 
tequifuions  by  the  commiffaries,  who,  among 

their 
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their  ether  tricks,  were  accuftomed  to  delay 
giving  receipts  for  fingle  fums.  In  this 
manner,  Schweinfurt  was  not  able  to  procure 
an  acknowledgement  for  200  coombs  of  oats 
it  had  delivered  ;  yet  in  another  tov/n  200 
louis  d'ors  were  received  inftead  of  oats,  and 
the  account  was  all  fair  ! 

Wirzburg,  exclufive  of  continual  demands 
made  for  provifions  and  ocher  requifitions  ic 
had  to  expedt,  was  rated  at  the  following  con- 
tribution : 

5  millions  of  livres  ready  money 
(above  200,000 1.) 
600  horfes 
100,000  pair  of  fhoes 
25,000  do.  boots 
100,000  do.  gaiters 
icOjOOO  fhirts. 
The  oppreffion  occafioned  by  the  evils  of 
the  war  could  at  the  time  of  the  arrangement 
be  endured  ;    but  this  was  more  owing,   per- 
haps, to  the  confiderable  diftance  of  the  army, 
which,  after  leaving  behind  it  fmall  garrifons, 
had  entered  the  upper  Palatinate,  and  effected 
the  long-wifhed-for  jundtion  with  Moreau's 
army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Donauwerth. 
The  fcene  however  was  foon  changed  by  the 

BATTLE    ON    THE    NAB. 

AFTER  the  defeat  of  Bernardottc's  divi- 
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jfion,  the  Imperialifts,  next  day,  Auguft  23c?, 
attacked  the  centre  of  the  French  army,  and 
Jourdan  was  forced  to  retreat.  His  troops 
were  now  expofed  to  the  mod  melancholy 
fate  \  for  it  was  not  by  the  Imperial  army 
alone  that  they  were  purfued,  incefiantly  ha- 
raffed,  flaughtered  in  heaps,  and  almoft  ob- 
liged to  march  through  one  narrow  defile.  The 
fpirit  cf  revenge  was  awakened  among  the 
peafants,  who,  after  fecurity  had  been  pro- 
mifed  to  their  perfons  and  property  in  a  public 
proclamation,  found  their  expe&ations  difap- 
pointed. 

To  plundering  and  maiming,  facrilege,  and 
the  violation  of  women,  new  fources  of  general 
mifery  were  now  added — the  lofs  of  cattle, 
and  fire. 

Many  cattle  were  flaughtered,  wherever 
foldiers  were  quartered  •,  many  were  de- 
manded from  different  places  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe,  and  many  were  deftroyed  or  maimed 
through  wanton  barbarity,  as  was  done  by  the 
divifion  of  Le  Fevre  at  Oberlaurigen.  They 
furrounded  the  place,  drove  the  cattle  into  the 
fields,  and  flaughtered  or  maimed  the  innocent 
animals,  by  way  of  amufement.  Many  cattle 
were  loft  alfo  by  being  fent  to  draw  carriages 
when  requifitions  were  made. 

A  number  of  peafants  from  the  Rhine  were 
ft  ill  at  Hafsfurt  with  the  French  army,  and 
our  Franconians,  now  in  the  fourth  week, 

were 
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were  at  Amberg.  Their  attendance  had  been 
limited  to  a  month,  and  they  therefore  began 
to  return  home ;  but  though  they  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  written  pafies,  thefe  were  generally 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  rear  guard,  and  the 
people,  as  well  as  their  carriages,  again  de- 
tained for  further  fervice.  Carriages  there- 
fore were  fo  fcarce  in  many  places,  that  great 
part  of  the  crop  could  not  be  got  in,  and  the 
corn  often  rotted  on  the  draw.  In  fome  vil- 
lages, 48  kreutzers  were  paid  for  bringing 
home  a  load  of  corn  confifting  of  60  (heaves, 
and  this  fum  was  frequently  offered  in  vain. 

To  this  evil  was  added  one  ftill  worfe,  a 
difeafe  among  the  horned  cattle,  which  had 
totally  deftroyed,  or  at  lead  leffened,  the 
mod  numerous  herds,  and  which,  chough 
the  winter  was  fetting  in,  ftill  continued  to 
exercife  its  ravages  with  unabated  fury.  Few 
places  in  Franconia  were  exempted  from  it. 

Thefe  misfortunes  were  accompanied  alfo 
with  the  fetting  fire  to  houfes,  a  crime  which 
the  French  troops  committed  even  when  ad- 
vancing  ;  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  part  of  their 
plan,  during  their  retreat,  to  reduce  to  allies 
e^ery  place  they  approached  ;  fo  that  it  needs 
excite  no  wonder,  it  thepeafants,  now  brought 
to  a  ftate  of  beggary,  confidered  themfdves 
authorifed  to  retaliate  by  being  guilty  of  ex- 
ceffes  alfo.  Thofe  indeed  who  had  taken 
any  (hare  in   the  events   of   the   war,  were 

treated 
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treated  with  the  utmoft  feverity.  Bernardotte 
caufed  four  peafants  to  be  (hot  at  one  time, 
near  Vorcheim,  in  the  prefence  of  von  Kir- 
chehrenbach,  the  upper  bailiff.  Eberman- 
ftadt  was  fet  on  fire,  and  in  part  converted 
into  a  heap  of  allies.  Strullendorf  in  the  up- 
per bailliwicks  of  Ebermanltadt  and  Gofs  was 
reduced,  in  the  like  manner,  to  a  very  few 
houfes.  Many  places  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Viret,  oppofite  to  Eltman,  fhared  the  fame 
fate.  Even  at  Bamberg  the  French  burnt  a 
few  fummer- houfes  on  the  29th  and  30th  of 
Auo-uft.  The  town  alfo  was  threatened  with 
deftruftion  by  fire,  becaufe  the  inhabitants 
were  not  able  to  comply  inftantaneoufly  with 
a  requifition  made  by  fome  of  the  French  of- 
ficers.— This  meafure  was  intended  to  render 
the  peafants  pliable,  but  it  had  a  contrary  ef- 
fedi.  The  latent  fparks  of  their  refentment 
were  by  thefe  means  fanned  into  a  flame. 

The  army,  however,  had  a  dangerous  paf- 
fage,  either  on  the  left  through  Spetzhard,  or 
on  the  right  through  the  mountains  of  the 
Rhine ;  the  inhab.tants  of  which  sire  fharp 
(hooters  from  their  infancy,  well  acquainted 
with  the  country,   and  intrepidly  daring.. 
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PEASANTS  ON  THE  RHINE. 

EVEN  before  the  French  army  began  to 
retreat  towards  Franconia,  the  inhabitants 
had  aflembled  in  bodies  in  the  woody  pans  of 
the  Rhine  mountains,  not  excited  by  the  de- 
predations of  the  enemy  (for  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  invafion  not  a  man  of  them 
was  to  be  feen),  but  inftigated  by  a  third:  of 
money,  which  they  hoped  to  find  among  the 
French  troops.  They  were  for  the  molt  part 
headed  by  deferters,  and  their  arms  were  mui- 
kets  with  fcythes  of  a  prodigious  length — an 
advantage  which  no  mufket  poflefled. 

Their  firft  expedition  was  diredted  againfl; 
Kifimgen,  where  there  was  a  French  lieute- 
nant with  fifty  chafleurs.  In  the  night  of  the 
24th  of  Auguft,  the  gates  of  the  town  were 
broken  open  by  the  peafants;  the  chafleurs 
were  plundered,  and  thofe  taken  prifoners 
who  were  not  able  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight* 
Encouraged  by  their  rich  booty,  and  rendered 
more  courageous  by  their  fuccefs  in  arms,  they 
now  ventured  to  defcend  from  the  mountains. 
They  fired  from  a  wood  on  an  officer  of  artil- 
lery in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grefthai :  and  ano- 
ther feverely  wounded,  who  was  proceeding 
to  AfchafFenburg,  met  with  a  Lke  fate  near 
Semmerfdorf.  Both  of  them  returned  .there- 
fore to  Euerbach,  where  they  believed  them- 
felves to  be  in  fafety,  efpecially  as  fome  troops 
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had  taken  up  their  quarters  there  on  the 
27th.  Towards  the  evening,  however,  feveral 
watch  fires  were  difcovered  near  Ketzberg 
and  Semmerfdorf ;  and  a  dragoon  difpatched 
thither  reported  that  he  had  feen  many  arm- 
ed peafants,  who  fuffered  him  to  pafs  them, 
but  who  immediately  gave  a  fignal  with  their 
ho;ns ;  upon  which  all  the  fires,  amounting  to 
a  great  number,  were  in  an  inftant  extinguifh- 
ed.  After  long  deliberation  a  body  of  them 
refolved  to  break  into  Schweinfurt  during  the 
night  ♦,  a  propofal  which  was  the  more  fpeedily 
executed,  as  fome  mufket  fhots  from  a  neigh- 
bouring wood  had  a&ually  been  fired  at  the 
place.  In  a  fhort  time  after  the  retreat  of  the 
ibldiers,  the  armed  peafants  forced  their  way 
into  the  town,  and  abufed  and  threatened  the  in- 
habitants becaufe  they  had  iuffered  the  French 
to  efcape.  They  then  entered  the  town-houfe 
through  a  window,  and  feafted  at  the  expence 
of  the  commune. 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft,  being  reinforced  by 
fome  more  of  their  countrymen  from  Kronun- 
gen  and  Maibach,  they  attacked  the  French 
quarters  at  Gelterfheim,  where  they  (lied  fome 
blood  and  acquired  confiderablc  booty.  They 
then  marched  back  towards  Niederwehrn, 
where  various  bodies  accompanied  with  drums 
gradually  affembled,  in  order,  as  they  had 
before  given  notice,  to  break  loofe  upon 
Schweinfurt.    But  the  weak  garrifon,  terrified 
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by  the  affair  at  Kifiingen,  procured  a  reinforce- 
ment of  armed  citizens,  who  had  voluntarily 
engaged  to  protect  the  republicans  from  the 
fury  of  the  peafants. 

The  officers  concealed,  and  confequently 
faved,  by  the  peaceably  difpofed  inhabitants 
of  Gelterfheim,  together  with  the  commune, 
fent  in  the  mean  time  to  the  commandant  a 
report  of  the  quiet  difpofition  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  of  the  attack  by  the  Rhineland  pea- 
fants,  during  which  a  chafTeur  was  killed ;  and 
by  thefe  means  the  place  was  fecured  from 
danger. 

The  peafants  who  had  entered  Niederwehrn 
were  at  the  fame  time  adrnonjfW}  of  their 
foolifh  behaviour  by  baron  von  Munfter,  up- 
per bailiff  at  Furflenec,  who  was  paffing  that 
way,  and  requefled  to  return  home  and  leave 
a  diftrift  which  by  peaceable  behaviour  had 
hitherto  been  expofed  to  no  feverity,  but  which 
by  their  unwifhed-for  interference  might  be- 
come an  innocent  vidlim  to  misfortune.  While 
this  body  were  liftening  to  his  remonftrance, 
another  equally  obftinate  had  entered  the  place, 
and  did  not  retire  from  it  until  a  troop  of 
French  infantry  and  cavalry  advanced  againil 
them.  What  had  been  foretold  was  now  here 
accomplifhed.  The  furious  dragoons  cut 
down  every  human  being  that  fell  in  their  way. 
On  this  occafion  many  innocent  perlbns  {ut- 
tered, while  the  Rhineland  peafants  were  re- 
treating 
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treating  homewards  wich  the  Iofs  of  many  of 
their  brethren  in  arms,  continually  purfued 
by  the  French  through  Oberwchrn,  Kronun- 
gen,  and  Pappenhauien.  An  Imperial  gra- 
nary  at  Kronungen,  filled  with  grain,  was  fee 
on  fire,  and  by  its  dreadful  conflagration 
threatened  the  defiru&ion  of  the  whole  place, 
which  had  been  deferteJ.  Many  innocent 
men  returning  from  the  neighbouring  mills 
on  the  Wehrn  were  dangerouQy  wounded  -9  but 
to  the  honour  of  the  dragoons,  all  thofe  who 
had  wheelbarrows  were  fpared.  Baron  von 
Munfter,  who  was  attended  by  a  body  of  pea- 
fants  returning  peaceably  home,  falling  in  on 
the  heights  withfome  chaiTeurs,  who  took  this 
numerous  efcort  for  a  divifion  of  armed  fugi- 
tives, and  the  baron  for  their  condu&or,  faved 
himfelf,  with  his  terrified  and  thankful  compa- 
nions, merely  by  his  readinefs  in  the  French 
language,  and  the  power  of  his  eloquence  at 
a  moment  when  two  fabres  were  raifed  over  his 
head  to  cleave  it  afunder.  On  this  occafion 
Feghelm,  the  clergyman  at  Niederwehrn,  fuf- 
pe&ed  of  being  connected  with  the  deluded 
peafants,  fcr  no  other  reaibn  than  becaufe  he 
had  given  them  a  fupply  of  bread,  was  after 
much  ill  treatment  conveyed  to  Schweinfurt  *, 
but  he  was  foon  after  fet  at  liberty  by  the  com- 
mandant, on  being  convinced  of  his  innocence. 
That  bloody  day  was  much  more  unfortu- 
nate ior  a  very  brave  and  innocent  inhabitant 
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of  the  fame  place,  who  had  afcended  to  the 
top  of  the  church  fteeple  to  look  at  the  French 
foldiers  while  they  were  marching  away.  Be- 
ing obferved  in  that  fituation  by  thefe  troops, 
to  whom  every  thing  was  a  matter  of  fufpicion, 
they  concluded  that  an  obferver  on  the  fteeple 
mult  be  a  dangerous  fpy  •,  and  fome  horfemen 
galloping  back  to  the  church,  firft  fell  in  with 
the  fchoolmafter  and  the  bailiff,  whom  they 
wounded  in  a  fevere  manner.  Heufmger  (for 
that  was  the  young  man's  name)  readily  con- 
cluding that  he  was  the  obje6t  of  their  ven- 
geance, endeavoured  to  fave  himfelf  by  jump- 
ing over  the  wall  of  the  church-yard  ;  but  he 
was  inftantly  feized  and  cut  down*  While  he 
lay  weltering  in  blood,  fome  neighbours  at- 
tempted to  carry  him  into  a  houfe ;  but  they 
were  prevented  :  and  at  length  a  fierce  looking 
officer  of  infantry  ran  the  unfortunate  man 
through  (lowly  with  his  dagger,  yet  he  Ian- 
guifried  above  twenty  hours  before  he  expired. 
The  nearer  the  French  army  approached  to 
Franconia,  the  more  did  the  peafants  of  the 
Rhine  affemble  on  the  boundaries  of  their  ter- 
ritory, where  they  pofted  themfelves  in  thou- 
fands,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  rich  plun- 
derers. Jourdan  would  certainly  have  chofen 
the  moft  paffable  route,  had  he  been  at  liberty 
to  do  fo.  But  the  archduke  had  pointed  out 
to  him  that  which  he  fhould  purfue;  and  be- 
ing defeated  at  Burgerbach,  he  was  obliged  to 

accept 
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accept  that  which  was  offered.  The  right 
bank  of  the  Maine,  the  neareft  road  to  Wirz- 
burg,  and  which  was  a  very  important  poll 
tor  ihc  French,  had  been  already  iecured. 


THEATRE  OF  THE  WAR   IN   THE  DISTRICT  OF 
SCHWlUNrURT. 

JOUR  DAN  was  obliged  therefore  to  pro* 
ceed  by  Hatzfurt  to  Schweinfurt,  to  which  a 
great  number  of  Imperial  troops  were  ap- 
proaching from  Gerolfhofen  and  Gochfheirru 

While  both  the  armies  were  advancing  to- 
wards Bamberg  and  Burgerbach  behind  Nu- 
remberg, about  thirty  Imperial  huffars.  came 
in  the  night-time  to  Gerolfhofen,  where  they 
were  beheld  with  as  much  wonder  as  if  they 
had  fallen  from  the  clouds.  They  had  been 
difpatched  thither,  as  was  afterwards  learned, 
by  prince  Charles,  in  order  to  fpread  confu- 
fion  among  the  enemy  -,  and  they  had  ufed  fa 
much  expedition,  that  in  24  hours  they  rode 
from  Altdorf  to  Gerolfhofen.  They  care- 
fully reconnoitred  the  neighbourhood,  fpread- 
ing  fometimes  one  report  and  fometimes  ano- 
ther ;  for  they  were  exceedingly  defirous  to  get 
poffeflion  of  the  bridge  of  boats  at  Wipfcld. 
While  Jourdan  was  ftruggling  in  vain  at  Vor- 
cheim  and  Bamberg  to  procure  a  paffage  the 

neareft 
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reared  way  by  Ebrach  and  Wirzburg,  fome 
of  thefe  daring  adventurers  rode  to  Zeilitz- 
heim,  and  engaged  a  mafon  to  go  to  the  bridge 
and  fee  whether  it  was  befec.  The  mafon 
took  with  him  as  his  companion  a  fellow  of 
great  fize  and  ftrength,  who  on  the  road  was 
feized  with  a  violent  defire  of  getting  fome 
booty.  After  they  had  convinced  themfelves 
with  their  own  eyes  that  the  bridge  was  ftill 
in  exiftence,  and  that  it  had  been  abandoned, 
they  returned  to  the  tavern  from  which  they 
had  fet  out.  Scarcely  had  they  entered  it, 
when  the  mafon's  companion  obferving  a 
French  foldier  riding  along,  ran  after  him  full 
fpeed,  and  coming  up  with  him  a  little  way 
out  of  the  village,  ordered  him  to  ftop,  which 
he  immediately  did.  The  fellow  then  feized 
the  bridle,  and  holding  a  large  cudgel  over 
the  rider's  head  defired  him  to  difmount  that 
moment.  This  being  alio  complied  with,  he 
next  demanded  his  money  ;  but  the  French- 
man affirmed  that  he  had  none,  and  with  a 
trembling  hand  delivered  up  his  empty  purfe 
and  a  port-folio  filled  with  letters.  The  Ger- 
man at  firft  intended  to  throw  the  Frenchman 
into  the  Maine,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
the  fcene  took  place  ;  but  the  prifoner  falling 
down  on  his  knees  and  begging  for  mercy,  he 
granted  him  his  life  and  liberty.  He  was 
however  obliged  to  give  up  his  horfe,  and  con- 
tinue his  peregrination  on  foot.     In  the  mean 

time 
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time  the  people  of  Wipfeld  affembled  and  laid 
claim  to  the  horfe,  actually  feized  him,  ar- 
retted the  mafon's  companion,  and  confined 
him  in  the  town-houfe,  where  he  behaved  in 
a  very  outrageous  manner,  threatening  to  de- 
flroy  the  doors  and  the  windows.  As  he  was 
detained  only  by  the  bailiff*  and  a  few  others, 
the  peafants  all  efpoufed  his  caufe;  and  after 
the  affair  had  been  more  accurately  invefriga- 
ted  he  was  at  laft  fet  at  liberty  by  the  chief 
magistrate,  through  a  dread  of  offending  the 
Imperialifts,  to  whom  an  account  had  in  the 
mean  time  been  tranfmitted  of  the  whole  trani- 
a£Uon;  but  the  priibner  would  not  move 
from  the  place,  as  he  expedted  the  Imperialifts 
would  come  to  carry  him  off  in  triumph,  and 
avenge  his  confinement.  It  was,  however, 
pofiible  that  the  wandering  Frenchman  might 
return  in  company  with  fome  of  his  comrades, 
many  of  whom  were  ftill  loitering  about  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Schweinfurt,  Dettelbach, 
&c. ;  and  the  hero  of  the  piece  would  in  that 
cafe  have  been  in  a  forry  condition.  This  he 
himfelf  forefaw,  and  retired  from  Wipfeld, 
where  the  horfe  was  detained  ;  but  in  the  even- 
ing the  Imperial  cuiraflierscame  and  deftroyed 
the  bridge,  carried  with  them  the  horfe,  and 
left  the  town,  uttering  the  mod  horrid  threats. 
The  port-folio  was  a  rich  prize.  It  contained 
fixty-five  letters:  many  of  them  from  the  di- 
rectory to  Jourdan,  Kleber,  fcrnouf,  Bernar- 
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dotte,  and  feme  from  Strafburgli,  Landau, 
and  other  fortrefles,  to  various  officers  of  fu- 
perior  as  well  as  inferior  rank.  The  com- 
mander of  thefe  cuiraffiers,  greatly  rejoiced 
with  the  capture,  difpatched  the  port-folio  im- 
mediately to  the  archduke. 

The  daring  intrepidity  of  thefe  chaffeurs 
will  not  appear  aftonifiiing  to  thofe  who  know 
with  what  bravery  fome  of  their  brethren  in 
arms  delivered  at  Bamberg  the  hoftages  car- 
ried away  from  Amberg.  This  place,  in  which 
there  was  a  ftrong  garrifon,  though  they  kept 
a  very  bad  look-out,  was  furprifed  at  day- 
break on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  by  about  forty 
Imperial  carabiniers  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-general  count  de  Precourt,  by  the 
orders  of  the  prince  of  Lichtenftein.  They 
difperfed  or  took  prifoners  the  fentinels  at  the 
gates,  fpread  confufion  through  the  town  by 
a  general  alarm,  liberated  the  hoftages  with 
five  Imperialists,  and  took  prifoners  feventy- 
two  Frenchmen.  On  the  day  when  jourdan, 
forcing  his  way  back  to  Bamberg  by  Burge- 
brach,  was  obliged  to  lead  his  troops  through 
that  town,  a  fingie  Imperial  huflar  placed  as 
fentry  at  a  bridge,  by  firing  his  piece  in  va- 
rious dire&ions  and  other  manoeuvres,  fo  de- 
ceived the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  enemy,  that 
the  whole  army  were  compelled  to  purfue  their 
route  through  one  very  narrow  defile. 

A  herdfaian  at  Sennfcld  difplayed  equal  if 

not 
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not  more  patriotifm   than   the  mafon  before 
mentioned.     His  behaviour  was  fo  noble,  that 
it  defcrves  to  be  known.     On  the   night   be- 
tween the  third  and  fourth  of  September,  the 
commandant  of  the  Imperial  advanced  pofls 
at  Sennfcld  was  defirous  of  finding  a  perfon 
who  would  explore  the  road  to  the  gates  of 
Schweinfurt  $  and  this  herdfman  readily  under- 
took to  perform  that  fervice,    becaufe  he  had 
neither  a  wife   nor  children  to   be  rendered 
htlplefs,  in  cafe  he  fhould  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  killed.     Being  inftrufted  how  to  proceed 
by  two  huflars  fent  to  accompany  him,  he  em- 
ployed every  rule  of  prudence,  and  difcovered 
that  the  watch-fires  as  well  as  the  fifhermen's 
huts  before  the  wooden  bridge  had  been  defert- 
ed,  and  that  the  bridge  was  broken  down.    As 
the  light  huflar  horfes,  oppreffed  by  the  weight 
of  their  riders  with  their  accoutrements,  ftuck 
faft  in  the  fand  and  the  mud,  the  poor  man 
was  obliged  to  wade  feven  or  eight  times  fuc- 
cefiively  through  a  branch  of  the  Maine,  up 
to  the  arm  pits  in  water,  before  he  could  ex- 
plore every  thing  properly ;  which  he  at  laft 
did  by  creeping  on  his  belly  under  a  hedge 
about  a  piftol-fhot,  in  order  to  approach  the 
guard,  the  number  of  whom  he  alcertained  al- 
moft  to  a  man.     His  acquaintance  with  the 
local  fitnation  of  the  place,  enabled  him  to 
accomplifh  the  obje<5t  of  his  million  ;  and  the 
patrole  who  followed  him  found   his  report 
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.pcrfe&ly  accurate.  On  his  return,  the  Impe- 
rial officer  offered  him  fome  drink-money, 
which  he  fo  well  deferved  ♦,  but  the  magnani- 
mous peafant  would  not  accept  it,  and  re- 
<quefted  only  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  go 
home  and  warm  himfelf  in  bed.  The  fentries 
*yere  foon  after  furprifed  by  a  party  of  huffars, 
and  every  preparation  was  made  to  repair  the 
bridge  at  break  of  day,  and  to  furround 
Schweinfurt;  but  the  French  had  entirely 
abandoned  it  during  the  night. 

Schweinfurt  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Maine 
had  been  befet  by  the  French  troops  fince  the 
end  of  Auguft,  and  the  commander  in  chief 
thought  it  not  impoflible  to  preferve  Wirz- 
burg.  He  made  haftc  therefore  to  put  his 
defign  in  execution  ;  but  the  archduke  Charles 
got  the  ftart  of  him  by  forced  marches,  and 
the  town  was  recovered  on  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  violent  fire  was  ftill  kept  up  from 
the  fortrefs;  but  the  prince  fent  word  to  the 
commandant,  that  if  he  did  not  immediately 
give  orders  for  it  to  ceaie,  he  would  ftorm  the 
place,  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.  On 
the  fecond  of  September  Jourdan  made  a  furi- 
ous attack  on  the  Imperial  army,  with  the 
weaknefs  of  which  in  cavalry  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted; and  on  the  third  the  battle  was  re- 
newed in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bleichfeld  and 
Bibergau,  and  decided  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  French,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  by  the 
F  arrival 
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arrival  of  the  archduke,  who  had  paficd  the 
Maine  early  about  two  o'clock.  The  French 
retreated  during  the  night  into  the  bifhoprick 
of  Fulda,  partly  by  Arnftein,  partly  by  Euer- 
bach,  and  partly  by  Kiflingen,  after  having 
plundered  and  fet  fire  to  Randerfacker, 
Mulhaufen,  Langfeld,  Grumbach,  Arnftein, 
Bleichfeld,  and  perhaps  many  places  more. 
The  laft  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  afhes. 
Twenty-fix  perfons  loft  their  lives  by  this 
horrid  conflagration,  and  among  thefe  a  mo- 
ther and  fix  children,  who  were  fuffocated  in  a 
cellar.  Some  perfons  were  even  thrown  into 
the  flames  by  the  French.  On  the  fourth  of 
September  the  citadel  of  Wirzburg  furrender- 
ed,  and  the  commifiaries  at  war  found  among 
the  prifoners  were  detained  in  place  of  the  hof- 
tages  carried  from  the  town,  and  removed  foon 
after  to  Konigfhofen. 

An  affedling  inftance  of  filial  affe&ion  oc- 
curred a  few  days  before,  when  the  hoftages 
were  demanded  from  Wirzburg.  The  lot 
having  fallen  upon  Mr.  Endres,  afleffor  of  the 
upper  council,  his  fon,  an  ingenious  and  hope- 
ful  youth,  who  had  not  yet  finifhed  his  educa- 
tion, requefted  the  municipality  to  fuffer  him 
to  go  as  hoftage  inftead  of  his  father,  who,  by 
flaying  at  home,  might  be  ufeful  both  to  his 
family  and  the  ftate.  A  noble  offer,  which  was 
accepted  with  the  unanimous  approbation  of 
his  fellow  citizens. 

The 
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The  following  alio  deferves  to  be  recorded 
as  an  inftance  of  patriotic  resignation.^  The 
town  of  Schweinfurt  having  chofen  their  firft 
anddeferving  phyfician,  counfellor  Stoll,  to  be 
an  hoftage,  his  place  was  afterwards  fupplied 
in  the  like  manner  by  his  fon. 

Mutantur  tempora,  et  nos  mutamus  inillis* 

The  timid  peafants^  rendered  courageous  by: 
the  miferable  fituation  of  the  French,  contri- 
buted greatly  to  increafe  the  difficulties  of 
their  paflage  amidft  the  mountains  in  the 
Hhinerthrough  which  Jourdan  was  obliged  to 
retreat.  Many  thoufands  of  the  French  found 
there  a»  grave*.  Furnifhed  with  ammunition  by 
the  Imperial  army,  and  being  covered  by  a 
few  cavalry  and  cannon,  they  pofted  them- 
fclves  in  fee  rex  corners,,  with  which  they  were 
well  acquainted,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  fa- 
vourable opportunity  that  raifed  many  of  them 
to  a  ftate  of  opulence.  Jf  the  Franconians  re- 
mained quiet,  while  expofed  to  plundering 
and  ill-ufage,  the  brave  Rhinelanders  defended 
their  perfons  and  their  property  with  great  re- 
folution.  A  band  of  infantry  pacing  through 
a  wood,  efpied  a  folitary  habitation  belonging 
to  the  forefter,  which  was  fituated  in  the  mid- 
dle of  it,  and  immediately  declared  it  a  lawful 
prize.  They  would,  indeed,  have  here  found 
a  rich  booty,  for  it  was  packed  full  of  goods 
carried  thither  by  fugitives ;  but  a  party  who 
F  2  ,  lay 
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lay  concealed  in  a  thicket  having  difcharged 
feven  (hots  at  the  robbers,  which  laid  as  many 
of  them  dead,  the  remainder  being  intimidat- 
ed, departed  without  making  any  farther  at- 
tempt. A  huntfman,  who  was  (landing  very 
peaceably  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  was  re- 
qnefted  by  two  chaffeurs  to  (hew  them  the 
way.  He  immediately  bbeyed,  and  was  ad- 
vancing for  that  purpofe,  when  one  of  them 
came  up  and  cut  him  down  with  his  fabre. 
He,  however^  fupported  himfelf  upon  his 
knee,  prefented  his  double-barreled  piece, 
and  at  two  fhots  laid  the  two  murderers  dead 
at  his  feet,  where  they  lay  weltering  in  blood. 
— By  the  rifing  of  the  Rhineland  peafants 
the  French  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofs  in  bag- 
gage ;  and  this  lofs  was  feverely  felt  in  parti- 
cular by  the  divifion  of  Le  Fevre- — Woe  .to  the 
Frenchman,  who  after  the  fourth  of  September- 
happened  to  come  into  the  hands  of  a  peafant! 
An  Imperial  huflar,  near  a  mill,  fell  in  with  & 
French  foldier,  who  called  out  for  mercy. 
The  huffar  granted  him  his  life  j  but  he  cut 
the  tendons  of  both  his  legs  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  couid  crawl 
to  a  neighbouring  highway,  by  fupporting. 
himfelf  on  his  hands.  Here,  however,,  he  was 
found  by  a  peafant,  whom  a  few  days  before 
he  had  ill-treated  and  reduced  to  beggary. 
The  peafant,  on  feeing  him,  was  fo  overcome 
by  the  fpirit  of  revenge,  that,  deaf  to  the  die- 

Ute& 


(     1*5    ) 

tntes  of  humanity,  he  threw  the  Frenchman 
from  the  (tone  bridge  into  the  river,  and  then 
(lowly  pelted  him  with  fmall  pebbles  until  he 
had  completely  difpatched  him.  The  ftern 
moralift  will  exclaim  againft  this  feverity;  but 
unlefs  he  be  quite  a  different  being  from  us 
FranconianSj  wdre  he  in  the  firuation  of  the 
peafant,  he  would  not  bt- have  better  to  a  devil 
in  human  (hape,  who  could  rob  even  the  beg- 
gar. 

The  generals  were  much  difpleafed  with 
this  fudden  change  of  the  peafants,  thofe  hi- 
therro  patient  fiiecp,  who  after  being  fleeced 
had  become  ravenous  wolves.  Kleber  faid  one 
day  at  table,  "  I  will  introduce  a  totally  new 
method  of  warfare — I  will  brand  with  a  red- 
hot  iron  every  robber  of  a  peafant  who  mur- 
ders a  Frenchman,  and  I  will  afterwards  hang 
him  up  by  the  toes.  I  will  cudgel  every  civil 
officer  till  his  c — ds  buriu  I  will  fet  on  fire 
by  my  incendiaries  every  place  through  which 
I  pafs,  and  retire  with  my  troops  amidft  the 
illuminations;  and  if  there  be  a  God  in  heaven, 
he  muft  applaud  this  conduft,  and  exclaim 
Bravo  !  Frenchmen,  you  have  a&ed  well.'' 
What  a  pathetic  oration  from  the  mouth  of  a 
Kleber  f 

Jourdan,  quite  difheartened  by  the  failure 
of  his  plan,  dunned  refpe<Sting  the  day  of  rec- 
koning, and  rendered  completely  furious  by 
the  riling  of  the  Rhineland  peafants,  was  often 
F  3  heard 
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heard  to  repeat,  Ilfaut  bruler,  ilfatit  maffacrer  ! 
toujour s  !  toujour s  *  / 

Mortier  actually  put  this  threat  in  execu- 
don*  but  by  good  luck  he  was  more  avaricious- 
than  cruel. 

Collaud  appears  to  have  had  great  refpeffc 
for  the  Rhine.  While  he  was  ftill  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fome  miles  from  it;  he  afierted  that 
he  had  formally  quitted  the  French  army,  be- 
caufe  he  was  unwilling  to  ferve  any  longer  with 
and  under  fo  bad  men.  He  might  however 
have  expreffed  himfelf  in  a  much  clearer  man- 
ner. 

The  commiflaries  alfo  became  a  little  more 
pliable.  One  of  them,  on  the  approach  of  the 
Imperial  army*  demanded,  in  a  threatening 
tone,  from  Goldmeyer,  director  of  the  cham- 
ber atWirzburg,  payment  of  the  outftanding 
contribution.  The  latter  requefted  leave  to 
communicate  this  demand  to  the  people  from 
the  window,  but  the  commiffioner  immediately 
replied,  4C  Not  a  word  more  on  fo  delicate  a 
fubjeft." 

This  change  of  the  heart  and  difpofition 
was  remarked  in  a  particular  manner  among 
the  common  foldiers.  Wherever  they  found 
themfelves  fuperior,  they  behaved  with  far 
more   cruelty  than   before ;   hacked   off  the 

*  You  muft  carry  fire  and  fword  with  you  whereycr  you 
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breads  of  fuckling  mothers  ;  ftiot  or  cut  tfl 
pieces,  as  1  could  prove  by  numerous  inftances^ 
the  defencelefs  inhabitants,  efpecially  when 
they  obferved  any  flir  by  the  people  affembling, 
or  heard  the  ringing  of  bells  -,  fet  fire  to  houfes, 
and  difplayed  much  greater  rapacity  in  plun- 
dering, Heilmann,.  the  tavern-keeper  at 
Kiffingenj  had  carried  all  his  goods  into  the 
cellar,  where  he  concealed  them  by  building  up 
a  new  wall  before  them.  The  foldiers, however,, 
having  counted  the  eyelet  holes  both  within 
and  without,  were  thus  led  to  a  difeovery  y 
and  the  whole  being  carried  out  into  the  ftreet, 
the  moft  beautiful  tables,  beds,  bed-clothes, 
and  other  valuable  articles  were  thrown  toge- 
ther in  a  heap — and  burnt. — Thefe  libertines 
endeavoured  to  banifh  all  thoughts  of  tcJt- 
morrow  by  continual  intoxication. 

Wherever  they  found  themfelves  too  weak 
for  refinance,  or  fufpe&ed  danger,  no  people 
could  be  more  fubmiflive.  He  who  before 
had  never  deigned  to  lift  his  hat  or  cap,  ob- 
ferved the  utmoft  civility,  and  every  fymptotn 
of  brutality  vanifhed.  The  richeft  dragoons 
pretended  to  be  fo  poor,  that  one  was  almoft 
tempted  to  give  them  a  few  halfpence  by  way 
of  charity.  Thofe  who  before  had  wafhed  the 
pavement  with  beer  or  wine,  were  -contented 
with  a  glafs  of  cold  water  to  allay  their  third. 
A  thoufand  imprecations  againft  thofe  fharks 
of  companions  who  had  ill-ufed  and.  incenfed 
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the  peafants,  were  now  heard  from  that  mouth 
which  the  day  before  had  bellowed  encomiums 
on  fuch  heroic  military  deeds..  "  It  is  too 
bad,  farmer :  if  you  give  three  (labs,  I  fhall 
have  nine  wounds/*  was  the  exclamation 
of  many  of  them  when  the  three-pronged 
dung-forks  of  the  peafants  approached  too  near 
to  their  bodies. 

Since  the  fourth  of  September,  Franconia 
has  been  freed  from  its  burthenfome  guefts, 
"whom  heaven,  I  hope,  will  forgive  for  their  in- 
famous behaviour  -r  but  whether  they  will  re- 
form is  a  queftion  perhaps  difficult  to  be  an- 
fwered.  The  directory,  no  doubt,  wifhes  it 
for  the  honour  of  the  nation  ;.  but  as  long  as 
they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  pay  the  troops 
regularly  and  punctually  in  ready  money,  every 
exertion  to  reftoie  difcipline  to  the  army  will  be 
vain.  The  only  thing  which  attracted  the  eyes 
of  the  French  ibkliers  from  the  general  to  the 
waggon-driver's  fervant  was  money  V  money L 
money  !  A  fondnefs  for  good  living  on  the  one 
hand^and  continual  want  on  theother,  produced 
among  the  French  the  fame  efFe&s  as  are  pro- 
duced fometimes  among  the  Germans.  One  is 
afhamed  to  beg,  and  chooies  rather  to  dig  for 
the  goods  of  other  people,  till  the  digger  falls 
into  that  pit  which  he  has  formed  with  his  own 
hands.  One  s  good  name  here  periihes  at  the 
fame  time; 

But  what  cares  a  man  like  Mortiei;,  and 

others 
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others  of  the  like  charadler,  for  the  opinion  of 
the  world,  provided  they  can  live  amidft  lux- 
ury, and  at  the  fame  time  fill  their  purfes  ? 

Will  the  French  ever  again  enter  Franconia? 
A  fecond  invafion,  even  if  the  plundering  of 
Vienna  fhould  not  be  the  chief  objedl  of  it,  is 
no  doubt  poffible  j  but  it  is  equally  pofllble 
that  the  attempt  might  fail.  As  long  as  in- 
subordination and  bad  behaviour  prevail  in 
the  French  army  to  fuch  a  degree  as  they  da 
at  prdent,  it  muft  certainly  deftroy  itielfc 
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by  M.  G.  Lewis,  Efq.  M.  P. 
21.  JAQUELINA  of  HAINAULT :  an  Hiftorical 

Novel.     By  the  Author  of  The  Duke  of  Clarence. 
III.  HISTORIES   of  FAMILIES.     In  Three  Vols. 
by  Augustus  La.Fo:s tains.    Tranflated  from  the- 
Qcrman- 


